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"THE MEANS WHEREBY."
BROWvN-" And yon're rcally in need of assistance, are you ?
Mos-"1 Vos, sali; votes wuz quoted mighty low dis yeah."

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIÔNS.

J ACK LUCKPENNY was one of my classMates at
Toiîonto Normal School, that Alma Mater of so many

pedagogical lights. jack had neither the perseverance of
the tortoise noir the speed of the haire, so in the race for
knowledge he invariably dropped behind. His examina-
tion papers were nîcre tissues of faisehoods, and the
A.B.Cs, whose acquisition i s so greatly coveted by
tg children of a larger growth," seemed quite beyond his
grasp. As he himself used to say, it would have required
the final letters of the alphabet to fitly express bis erudi-
tion whicb chiefiy consisted of unknown quantities.

Some years after leaving the Normal, I spent a sum-
mer vacation ini Ildoing " the province on a bicycle. Pass-
ing through a picturesque WVesterni village, 1 was struck
with the appearance of a handsorne cottage on a high bluff.
It was surroundcd by neat fences which enclosed a thriving
gardeniand orchard. Above the front gate appeared in a
crescent of ornaînental ironwork, the name "Star of Hope
Villa." And on the iawn playing with a pair of chubby
littie boys, was my oid friend jack Luckpenny. He
recognized me as 1 came up, and after we had exchanged
greetings insisted that 1 should remain to dinner ta talk
over oid time$. 1 readîly consented, for I was curious to
know the secret of Jack's evident prosperity.

IlYou are surprised to see mie so well fixed Lashumn,"
said my friend, divining my tboughts. IlBut you will
wonder stili more when I tell you I've got it ail by coin-
petitive examinations. You know I wasn't very good at

them long ago.»
'tgWhy jack," 1 replied, IlI a]lways th.ought if you had

set your mind to it -

238

"O you needn't beat about the bush,' he interruptcd
'Il was a booby, that's the long and short of it. The Onîy

thing of value I learnt at the old Normal was that it wasnt
my normai sphere."

jack led the ivay into the bouse and introduced me to
his wife, a pretty, younig matron, whose siightly nasal
accent revcaled her American origin.

" Now then, old chap," said my friend, " while Mrs.
L- and Biddy get the dinner ready, li just show you
into my study and spin you a yarn.»

Il Your study !" 1 cried in anazement, IlI thought voil
hiad given up the worship of Minerva.'

jack laughed his loud, jolly laugh as he opened tile
door of a sinaîl, neatly furnished room. IlI was not a.
very successfui votary at ber shrine in Auld lang syne,
but I have a study still, or at least I caîl it one, though it
does flot look much like, the comnmon"run."

It certaînly did not. Therc was a centre table holding
a large Bible, a concordance, an unabridged dictionary,
and writing materials. There was neither library nor
bookshelf in the rooni.

IlThere, aId chum,> said jack, handing me a chair and
seating hiniseif in another, Ilto begin at the beginning, 1
didn't stay long at the Normal after you left. I got dis-
couraged, and when a cousin who was ranching it out
west sent me an invitation to spend the summer with birn
I determined to accept. But funds were pretty Iow and
after paying bills 1 found 1 hadn't enough left for the
journey. An aunt, my only living relative, had been pay-
ing my school expénses, but I did not like to ask her*to
pay for holiday jaunts. So I was in a fix. But anc day
passing down Yonge street I saw in a shop window a jar
full of beans, and a notice to the effect that whoever
guessed nearest the nuruber it contained would win $ioo.

I tumbled to the scheme at once, I took a jar af the
same size as the one in the window, filled it with beans,'counted them, sent in miy guess and won the moley.
This success was the starting point in my career.

IlI wvent West ta xny cousin's, saiv the country, and had
a fine time generally. But ray money soon ran low. I
lost ten dollars in a horse race, and then and there
rcsolved to give up ail kinds of gambling, a resolution I
have neyer broken.

IlLaoking about to see wliat I could do, an advertise'
ment in the papers caugbt niy attention. It announced
that a young lady of great beauty and accomplishments,
but without fortune, having resolved to marry, took the
following plan of bestowing ber hand. Up ta a certain
date she would receive offers of ruarriage, each offer ta be
accormpanied by $25 in cash and a list of words complied
from the sentence 'Is marriage a failureV The coi
petitor who sent in the longest list would take the girl,
with the dowry thus provided.

"I spent my last $25 in this contest, and thus won iy
wife whom you bave-just seen, with a fortune of $io,o0O.
Wishing ta spend our honeymoon in Europe, 1 competed
for a trip abroad advertised in a weekly paper, winnil1g
as usual. We spent several -months in Switzerland and
Italy.

IlThen of course, ve wished ta seule down, and foi
that purpose required -a bouse and lot. 1 bad now begun
ta look upon my necessities a .s so much cash in hband
So 1 searcbed the papers for advertisements, and mo 1
found that a weekly journal offered a house and lot to the
subscriber who sent in the first correct answer to a certain
Bible question. I won the prize in which you are 110v:

seated. The only condition at -tached was that the naille
of the paper be left on the gate as you see it is.


