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TEE uRDEBS OF TEE WEBSLEYAN
ME THODSTS. IN ENGLAND

AND TEE COLONIES,

By Ti ElY. Annaw GnAv.

[AnEPeOs Of the oentnary of the death of the
Rev. Jno, Wesley, Prient of the Church of
England, now being celebrated by Our Method-
ist friends,-in utter forgetfuiness of hi& entire
condamnation of their present position and
olaims-the following article from the Maroh
number of the Church Eclectic, N. Y., will b of
interest te Our readers.-ED.]

Even if the Apostolical Succession through
prebyters were valid, the modern Wesleyans
can claim no bonifit from it whatever, for they
have not got a esadow even of that. Presby.
terians (e. g.) claim that tbey have a rogular
succession transmitted by the laying on of
bande of successive presbyters from the begin-
ning. But the Wesleyan proachers simply mot
together, the year after Wesley died, and put it
to the lot whether or not they should admininter
the Sacraments; the lot said "no," The next
year the question was put to the vote, and the
majority said "yes," and thus voted themselves
jinto the priesthood.* There was no pretence
of ordination, nay, they absolutely repudiated
the neceesity of it. "We resolved," they said,
"that ail distinctions between ordained and
unordained preachers sbould cease, and that
the being received into full connection by the
Conference, and appointed by them to admin-
ister the ordinances (t. e. the Sacraments)
should b considered a sufficient ordination with.
out the impoiltion of hands"-Smith'a ist, Il.,
p 22.

Nor was it till forty-three years afterwards,
,:hen a whologeneration had passed away, viz,
in 1836 that the Wesleyans first began to use
an Ordination Service m ifh the laying on of'
bands But, even then the ordainers wore
not themselves presbyters, for the rite was to
be performed by 'the president, ex.president,
and secretary of the Conference, for the time
beiug, with two other senior preachers,-
Smith's Eûit. ItI., p. 417 The prenident and
ex.president, for the year 1836, were Jezeb
Bunting and Richard Seoce; the secretary,
Robt. Newton ; ail were presebers who had
never themýelves received an ordination with the
laying on of hands from any body w/h tever, and
cousequently bad no Orders whatever, whether
Presbyterian or EpiEcopal. Up te that time
tbey had abided by the principles laid down by
the Conference cf 1793. We have never sane
tioned ordination in England, either in this
Conference, or in sny other, in any degree, or
ever attempted to do it.'--Minutes of Conference
1, p, 281. la it not plain that if the prosident
ana his four associates were preabyters withont
ordination, the preachers on whom they laid
their bands did net need I ? But if they did
need it, thon the president and his associates
were not presby tors without it.‡

*It ie to be noticed that this docision was the
ins.e of a deep and wide rent in the Wesloyan

Society, which continues to this day.
‡ The apology 'which the historian of Wee-

loyaninm makes for this transaction in worthy
cf boing Lranscribed:- 'Tho Moethodiat prca-b ors,'
ie gsys, cf 1836, heLad ahat Lth true Apastlai
Succession was that the ministry 4ppointed the
ministry, and muât continue to do se to the
end of the world. The roeason why the firat
Mothodist preachers were not ordained was that
they were mot acconnted ministers. but helpers
te others who hold that character; while it ie
now <i. e., in 1836) an undoubted fact that, by
the Providence of God, they bad long ceased to
ooupy a eubordinate position. They were no
longer helpers to any class of men, but the con.
stituted m.nistry of a large and growing deno.
mination'--Smith'a Ritory of àMethodisrm II4

Nor can any intelligible ex pl anation be given
why the itinerant preachers mhould assume to
themselves the priestly power and deny it te
the local preacheor. It is quite clear that what-
ever Scriptural commission the itinerants may
be supposed to possess, the local preachers
must possess the saine. Whatever commission
can be supposod te ho derived from a connio.
Lion with John Wosloy ils pomneased, by bath
parties equally § Bat in fact both the one and
the other are now in the exact position des
ribed by Charles Wesley. Speaking of King

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, 'who made Israel
t sin' by making priests of whosoever would,'
ho writc:-

But kings may spare their labour vain;
For in saca happy times as thoseo,

The vulgar can themselves ordain,
And priest commence whoever pleue.

And how strongly ho falt on the subjeot will
be seen from the follow lines:-

Raised from the people'a lowest leos,
Gard, Lord, Thy preaching witnesses;
Nor lot tbeir pride tbe baner chaim
Of sealing covenants in Thy Name,
Rather than enfer them to dire
Usurp the priestly character,
Save the arrogant offence,
And enatch them uncorrupted thenco.

To Sum up thia matter :-
1. Wesley, throughout bis entire life, asserted

the Apostolical Succession as running in the
Episcopate, and during a short portion of his
life, ho held that the episcopal and priestly
offices are one and the same.

2. Wesley never dreamed of the possibility
of any man becoming a priest, or consequently
having any authority to administer the Euchar.
ist, otherwise than by the laying on of the
bands of Bishops (for a short Lime, ho said, or
of prieste). Such a thing ho termed 'stupid,'
'sinful,' and unsoriptural.'

3. Wesley sternly for-ade any of his preach.
ers to administer the Sacramento unless they
bad been so ordained.

4. Two years aftar Wesley's death, the Co-
ferance solomnly protested that they Lad never
at any time sanotioned any sort of ordination
in England.

5. Whence it fohows that the Wesleyan Society
in England was without any kind of ordination
or ordained ministers till the year 1836, when
the preachere, without ordination themselves,
bogan te ordain by the imposition of bands.

Extracts from John Wesley's Writings, &c.
In 1144, among the Minutes, &o, are 'Wes

Ley's Instruction to his Preacher' :-.
Lot ail our proachera go to Church Let all

the people go constantly, and recoive the Sacra-
ment at every opportunity. Warn against call.
ing our society 'a Chureh'; against oalling our
proachers ' ministere'; our bouses <meeting
bouses'; cail them, plainly, ' preauhing houses'
License yourself as a Methodiut preacher.-
Works, VIL.. p. 358.

In 1U6, Wesley wrote: ' f any man separate
from the Church, ho is no ]onger a momber of
our society,'-Work, XI., p. 36 1

Lu 1193, the Conference forbade the preachers
to assume the title of • Reverend'

In 1194, the Conference repeated this probi-
bition.

- 325. To assert that it was 'by God's Provi
dence' that the preachers ceased te occupy a
subordinate position, la not only begging the
question, but is also a placing of God's Provi-
aence and John Wesley iu direct antoganism.
Bow the ordainers were 'constituted' a ministry,
our author does not toit. It is plain, however,
from what ho does say, that they were not
ordained by miniaters, as ho confesses they
ought to have been.

§ It i worthy of remark that the Conference
in 1792 enacted that 'the distinction batween
ordained and unordaioed proachers shall be
dropped.'-Smith'i Rist, iL, p. 24.

7
In 1789, John Wesley wrote: t abhor the

thouhht of separation from the Churh.-Letter
to Mr. 'fripp.

In 1785, John Weeley wrote thus ta the so-
called Bishop Ashbary :

' How eau you, how dare you, suffr yourself
ta be called a Bishop ? I shadder, I start at the
very thought I Men may cai me a knave, or
a fcl, a rageai, as noaudtel, sud I amn content;
but bey shal noer, by m consent ca me a
Bishop -Smith's Bist of Wesleyan Methodism,
., p. 524.

Their (the Methodiats) fixad purpose is-let
the clergy or laity ue them well or ill-by the
grace of God te endure ail things, to hold on
their even course and to continue in the
Chumali. . . . Wa do net, will nat, (crin
any separate seat, but from principle romain,
what we have always beon-true members of
the Church of Engiand.- Wesley's 54th Sermon,
written in 1777.- Works, VILt, p 403

The contrast botween these extracts and
modern Methodinm is very gruat, wide apart an
tho polos,

L E N T.

The season of Lent is looked on by many as
a long, dreary. sad season, with no brightness
in it. They dread its coming, and are glad ta
Lear it is over.

Now we want to help our frends to correct
this. First, the very moaning of the word
Lent is anything but sai. It is a good old
Saxon word and means spring, a time full of
brightness and hope.

There is something grand and inspiring
about the season of Lent I IL means to us a
season for a fresh start, a time for refreshing
and strength, as welI as for fasting and self-
denial, a time for gotting a firmer hold of what
we knoo la truc; a time of atoring up power ta
do battle for the nght,

Lent should mean al! this ta us. W. are so
apt to grow carelos and to forget our good
desires and resolutions, that we need a special
Lime to remind U of what Our Heavenly
father wante us to be, and to do. Wu neod to
make clear again the blurred linos of daily
duty.

For example in regard ta early rising and
in keeping a Gloser watch on each thought,
word, and deed; in carefally saying graco; in
offering ordinary work to God ; in avoiding
gossip and meddling in other people's maters;
and in regard to light reading, to prayer,
Bible roadii:g, self-examination, and in regard
to our whole duty toward God and man.

In short, Lent is a Lime in whioh to learn
thoroughly how to live, a Lime to bring us into
Gloser fellowship with Christ, that wC may
work in his Sirength, rest in His Pesce, share
in Ris purity, and live in HIis Life.

-Banner of raith.
What is fthc ag of Lent? ILt has two uses.

One to keop under the bdy, the othur to
give the soni a chance to grow, The b>dy
should be the aoul'@ serrant, not ita mascer.
Lent helps to douide that question. IL is a
test of spiritual character. it proves whether
the seul is gainiag or loaing gro1nd, or only
holding its owa, in The thingi which con-
orn its salvattn, its grasp on U>d, its toyaity
to Christ, is willingaoss ta affir in O-der that
iL Muy r&gn with H m.

Let every one of us all this Lent retire Our.
selves as muoh as possible, making no unnoces.
sary visita. Let the considerati>n of tho Divine
mercy toward msnkind move us to affli Our-
selves with fasting, or if that cannot be, with
spare diet. Make no feist, nor acept of
invitations to them. Leavo the pl.vfaouse
empty, make the churches full, give amis
liberally, spend the time when yon corne from
Churoh, in setting II things right at home,-,
Bishop Patrick,


