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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

A

_CORRESPONDENCE.
THUE JEWS.

To Tur Eviror oF Tux Crristian Minron.

Drae Sin,—A fow words respeeting my first con-
munication, under (he nhove heading, wppears to me
to b2 necessaey. 1 had heard 1 stated in a certain
place, by ¢ high authority, (hat “ the Jewish uation
is the only oue of all the nations of antiuity, that re-
mains to the present time.”  “Ihis propusition | con-
sidered incorreet, and to preve it so, adduced the
Arabs and Chinese,

"The Arabs of the desert, or Bedouin Arabs, ave con-
fessedly the desceudants of Eshmael the son of Abra-
ham, aud, therclore, wre of cqually revole anliquily
with the Jews.

The Chinese are allovicd on all Lands to be one of
the oldest nations in tiw werld; if their own state-
nicats be correet, they ave older than the world itself,
There is no doubl of their antiquity being equally re-
mole as the Jews.,

1 also heard it stated by the same authority, and
have frequently met with the remark in the course o
iy reading, that “the fact of the Jews having mixed
with other nations, and yet remaining distinet aad se-
parate, is a slanding miracle, and is to be atiributed
solely ‘to a Divine Providence.””  To show that they
are uot the only people who have mingled with other
nations without amalzaviating, 1 referred to the Gyp-
sics 3 to whom, by the way, if Johnson and Walker be
corrcet, we may apply the term: nation without any
¢ concession of courlesy.’?  This people have mixed
with nearly all the nations of the carth for ecuturics,
and ure stii) as distinet and separate as are the Jews.
My argument is this: If'a Divine Providenee be ab-
solutely vequired in one case, it is in the other also ;
butif the phenomenon with respeet to the Gypsies can
bo accounicd for on simple and vatural principles,
withou! reflerring il to Pravidentiat iuterference, then
it is possitle, nay probuble, (hat similar causes may
have operaled in preserving the Jews, ns they are, a
separate and a wicked people.  1a order to show the
cxtent to which the Gypics are scattered, and also 1o
make it appear tat in all cases they are not ¢ mere
¢ predatory tribe,” 1 eite the following :—

“4 There is scarcely a part of the habituble globe
where they are not to be found 3 their 1ents are alike
glchcd on the heiglits of bracil and the ridges of the

imalayan hills, and their fanguage is heard al Mos-
cow and- Madrid, in the streets of London 2ud Stam-
boul.P—~Borrow's Gypsics of Spuin. .

¢ For near four centaries they have wandered thro
the world, and in every region, und among every peo-
ple, wiether barliarous or civilised, THEV Have
CONTINUED UNCUANGED.”—Encyclop., art. Gyp-
sics.

¢ Thosc who havc been accustomed ta consider the
Gypsy s a wandering ouleast, incapable of dppreeia~
ting the blessings off @ scttled.and civilised life, or of
abandoning his vagabond propensitics end becoming
stationary 3 as one who never ascends higher than the
condition of a low traflicker ; will be surprised to
tearn, that amongst the Gypsics of Moscow there are
not o few who inhabit stately houses, go abroad in cle-
gant equipages, und are behind the higher orders of the
Russians ncither in appearance nor meutal acquire-
wents.’—Dorrow’s Gypsics of Spain,

And yet, whether moving in the highest circles, or
mixing among the lowest of his race, lic is still sepa-
rate.

Your respected correspondent, € A Belicver ia 2.
Millenninm,”’ &e. has cmployed the whole of his se-
cond letier, embracing nearly three columns, in an
attetnpt (o nullify the conelusions which may plainly
and obuiously be gathered from these facts. Whether
he has succeeded is not for me Lo say,~let your read-
ers judge. The whole of his argument reduces itsell
to o small compass, and may be smnmed up as fol-
lows :—

¢ Therc are six striking points of diffcrence between
the Jews and those nations to whom J. H. has com-
pared them, Therefore, the Arabs and Chincse must
not be compared to them, as being of equally remote
antiquity ; nor the Gypsics be compared with them,
as retaining tbeir identity aud distinctneas, though
scattered through all the nations ef the' carth,”

The “ inconclusivencss® of such reasoning must be
mauoifest to cvery reader, and will, I fear, fail to sa~

tisfy even those whosc views respecting the Jews agree
with those of your correspondent.

Your correspondent introduces the learned Dr. Tay-
lor, supported by Dr. A, Clurke. Now I question
whether, witl all his ¢ deep scquaintanee with the
Greck and Hebrew seriptures,” *¢ A Believer” w’ould
be willing to endorse AT.L his opinions ; and if he be
wrong in an important doctring, surely he may be fal-
lable on u question of comparatively small moment.
1 may here mention once for alf, that human authori-
ties alonc weigh not a feather in the balance of iny own
judgment. “To the * law and the testimony,” and to
that only, let your correspondent appeal, or acknow-
ledge that he has lost hia srgument. 1lis own unsup-
ported opinion, 1 value as much as any of the most
lcarned authorities he can quote.

When men, and goed men too, assert that Divine
Providence is enzaged in preserving the Jew in all his
sins and ceremonies, his prejudices against the Gen-
tiles, and implacable hatred to Christ and his people,
——is it any wonder that the sneers of infidelity are
exeited ¢ ‘

¢ Yeare,? says the Saviour, ¢ of your father the
devil, and the works of your father ye will do.”’ John
viii. 44. And again, by his servant John to the
church of Smyrna, ‘1 know thc blasphemy of them
which say they are Jews, and arc not, but arc the sy-
nagogue of Satan.”” Rev. ii. 9. The wicked charac-
ter of this people is the same now that it was then—
they have actually become proverbial for wickedness ;
and yet, forsooth, some will say, Divine Providence
sustains them thus, 2hd great and glorious blessings
arc inreversion for them ! I must here suppress ex-
pressions which had nearly escaped my pen, lest 1
should again cxcite resret in your estecmed corres-
pondent, by “ sympathising even in appearance with
a scornful and fippant infidelity.”

But it is not unlvequently said that ¢ the preser-
vation of the Jews is u proof of the Divine autheutici-
ty and inspiration of the Bible.”  Thank God, there is
plenty of evidonce of the Divine authority and inspi-
ration of the loly Scriptures, independently of the
fuet of the Jews’ preservation. Ilad every soul of
that people been converted eenturies ago, and thus
become lost by amalgamation among the mass of man-
kind, there would not be wanting still abundant proofs
to explede all the objections of infidelity ; and our ho-
Iy religion would stand where it now stands, on the
rock of cternal trath, the ¢ Worp or Gob aLoONKE,”
unshaken ncither by the assaults of men nor devils.

I shall now bestow a passing remark on the 11th
of Romans. In the Ist and 2d verses, the Apcstle
plainly declares thut ¢ God hath not cast away his
people,” the Jews, so as to place them beyond the
possibility of being saved 3 but in the 15th, 19th and
20th verses, he speuks of thein as being * cast away,”
“broken off,’’ and ¢ diminished.” Does not the
Apostle, then, contradict what he had stated in the
ist and 24 verses of the chapter 7 By no mecons.
The ¢ casting away,*’ in the 15th, and ¢ broken off,’’
in the 19th and 20th verses, as I understand it, sim-
ply means, that Ged no longer regarded them 23 Ex-
¢LUsIVELY his church and people, as they had becn
previously. This sense alone, 1 conceive, explains
how the fall of themn was “ the riches of the world,”’
as well as their own fulness. By the death of Christ
they fell from having the cxelusive right of being God’s
people,—by that death the * middle wall of partition,”’
represented by that which separated the Jewish and
Gentile worshippers in the tcmple, was taken uway,—
by that death the belicving Jew was introduced into e
“fulness'” o which he was before a stranger,—and
now, in order to be adpartaker of the blessings of the
New Covenant,. every Jew must come by the “ pew
and living way,” evenby Him whoin - they crucificd.
Many have already been ““graffed in”” in this way,
and doubtless there will be many more—for < God is
able to graff them in » ¢ IF they abide not in un-
belicf.”” ‘The introduction of the Christian dispensa-
tion broke up the Jewish coonomy and system. It is
now °¢cast away”~butit is ‘“cast away* only to

scendantly glorious.. Heneo, thie “ diminishing®? of

the Jews was not only the “ enriching” of the Gen-

give pluce to a system of Divine merey more tran- |

liI;a, ‘but was ¢ much more?’ the “(ulncss®’ of the
bcli'c;'i‘riﬁ"qe‘t‘vs. This is paradoxical, but not ore
so0 than the language of the chapter. Bat, ¢ Al} |4
racl shall be saved’?—yes, all the spiritual Isracl-—
for f¢ the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto then
that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the
Lord.”? Isa, lix. 20.

These remarks are not intended as an exposition of
the chapter 3 but they may serve as a key to its being
better understood. THE CIZAPTER IS NOT A PRae
ruecy ; and the only ground for supposing the
Apostle meant that the Jews as a nation will be con-
verted, is a few incidental hints, which, regarded i the:
abstract, might and indced have led some well mean-
ing persons to imagine that the conversion of the Jews
is the burden of the chapter.

Ia order more {ully to ascertain the views of the
inspired Apostle respecting the ultimate conversion of
his kinsmen according to the flesh, let us turn to the
3d and ‘1th chapters of Galatians.  And here let me
entreat the Christian reader 10 lay aside his preeon-
ccived notions of the ““bringing in of the carnal
Jews,”’ though these notions may be as old as a thou-
sand other errors that obtain in Christendom, and he
supported by great and venerable namnes—and lwar
and consider what the Word of God saith ;—

¢ Now Lo Abraham and his sced were the promises
made. lle saith not, And to sceds as of many ; but
9'? olfconc, and to thy secd, whick is Christ.> Gal.
iii. 16.

‘“And il ye bc Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s
sced, and heirs according to the promise.” Ver. 29.

These verses require wo comment ; they plainly
teach that the fleshly relation with Abraham is abo-
lished, and that a spiritual one alonc is cstablished ;
agrecably to the words of the Baptist,— Think not
to say within yoursclves we have Abralum to our
Father, for 1 say unto you that God is able of thoso
stones o raise up children unto Abraham.” Matt. iii.
9. ¢ Henceforth,”” says the Apostle, ““know we ny
man after thc flesh: yea, though we have known
Christ alter the flesh, yet now heneeforth know wé hio
no wnorc.” 2 Cor. v. 16. ** They answered and said
unto him, Abraham is our Father.  Jesus said unto
them, i/ ye were Abraham’s children ye would do
the works of Abraham.’” John viii. 39, Christ and
his people ure ihe sced of Abraham and the heirs
according to promise. VWhere, then, is the grouud of
hope for the carnal Jew, who can apply the promises
to himself only beenuse he is of Abraham according
to ths flesh, being circumecised 7

Turn we now to the 4ih chapter of Gulatians, fron
the 224 verse to the end of the chapter: ¢ For it is
written thal Abrabaim hadl (wo scns, the one by a
bondmaid, the other by a free woman.  Which things
are an aliegory : for these are the Lwo covenants ;
the onc from Mouut Sluai, which gendereth to bou-
dage, which is Agar.” Here we are told that Ahra-
ham, having twc sons, the one by a bordmaid, aml
the other by a free woman, is an allegory—Chirist
and his people being represented by tlic (ree woman
and her son, and the Jewish nation by the bondwo-
man and her child Ishmael: “for this Agar is Mount
Sinai in Arabia, and answcreth to Jesusalem which
now is, and is in bondage with HEx CHILDREN.”
¢ Nevertheless, what saith the Seripture, Cust out
the bond woman and her son, for the son of the boud
woman shall not be heir with the sonof the free
woman.’” I, therefore, conclude that il the whole of
the Jewish nation arc brought into the Church of
Christ at any time, the allegory will not hold corpoct,.
—and that as the Ishmaclites, the descendants of the
son of the Lond woman, were uever as a nation in-
corporated with the Israclites, so the Jews, who in
the allegory are represented by Agar and her sor,
will never s a nation be incorporated with the people
of God (the Church of Christ), who in the allegory

‘|are represented by the free woman and her son.

These views will probably have more weight with
your correspondent, when I remind him that they are
corroborated by him whom he justly styles <€ that
devout scholar, Dr.. A. Clarke.”
‘Gal. iv. 25, he says :
¢ Hagar the bond woman bringing forth children in
a slate of slavery, answerelh to Jerusalem that gow-

In his corsment en

is, poinls out or bcars a similitude to Jerusalam iy



