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pexl morning we wore on our way to Baghdad.
Complete and signal has been the dcslm.ctmn of
Jabylon ; and so truly have the rrophecms con~
cerning her been fulfilled, that }\e lqu}ler, in
contemplating the almost undetinable evidences
of her former existence, may look in vain, be-
vond a few braken mounds and l:ca n.t.n[ rubbish,
for more salisfactory proofy to essist him in his re-

_searches.

ILLUSTRATIONS OT SCRIPTURE.

« Not a dog moved his tongue against man or beast.”?

Acn travellers in Egypt must be struck with the
multitade of dogs, which prowl about in all direc-
tions, maintaining, by night especially, a perpe-
tual chorus of discord. Of these, it is said that the
Irench, during the invasion of Napoleon, killed
thousands.  Bot they were not long in multiply-
ing and replenishing the land. 3 we suppose, and
there is no want of versimilitude in the su|l)posi-
tion,that this domestic animal so superabounded in
the days of old, what anew and unthought of
emyhasix docs it give to a memorable passage in
Exodus. On that awlul night—that night of dark-
pesy, distress, and  horror, when the children of
Jsrael were besonght by the tyrant Pharaoh to
march outin haste ; what an imuge of the intensi-
ty of the panic, the universality of the consterna-
Uon, is afforded to us, notwithstanding the bustle,
noise and confusion inevitably consequent on the
sudden uprising and departure of 600,000 men, be-
sides women & children, and ¢a mixed multitude®
of Iigyptians & others ; it conld be said, that « not
o dog moved his tongue against man or beast.”’—
Rev, Dr. Duff.

“And dehold, there came up oal of the river scven wel
j'avourc«f kine, and they fed t o meadow?”’

Onc evening, in walking aleng the banks of the
tiver, a large herd of cows and huffaloes were seen
rushing into the shallow waters on the opposite
slde. E‘ivc or six herd-boys, following close he-
bind, first waded a certain distance into the gen-
te current, and then nimbly leaping, each on the
shoulders of a cow or buffule, holding fast for a
time by the horns,and eventually standing upright,
being “able to maintain their balance without any
subsidiary aid. As cach individual of the herd
gt boyondfits depth, it swam, the entire hody be-
m;i subierged, and nought visible above save the
uplifted nostrils. When carried down, a consi-
derable distance, by the rapidity of the middle
stream, sll, to the cye, seemed wholly to disap-
pear, save the few slender and diminishing forms
of the herd-boys-—At length, however, onreach-
ing the farther bank, they had really emerged for
the first time out of the river, and speedily began
to graze on the meadow. By local association, the
intidents of Joseph’s history were instantly re-
vived on the tablets of memory. And when it was
remembered that this was the very stream by
which Pharaoh once dreamt he stood,what a fresh-
ness of colouring seemed thrown over the des-
cription—s¢ Ané‘bchold, there came up out of the
river seven well-favoured kine, and they fed in a
meadow? Gen, xli. 2.

“I¥e remember the fish we did eat in Egypl freely.”’

In behelding ever and anon a solitary fisherman
labouring with his hand-nets on the margin of the
river, how significant appeared the rebellious and
ungrateful murmurings of the Israelites in the
wilderness : ¢ We remember the fish we did eat
in Egypt freely,”—(Numb. xi. 5.) Nor could we
be less struck “with the singular juxtaposition of
the words which follow: ¢ the cucumbers, the
melons, and the lecks, and the onions, and the gar-
fie.” I:'or turning lowards the intesior, it was ap-
parent to the eye that Fgypt land is not less pro-
ductive than in dsys of yore, in these and other
similar vegetable productions, Here too, was the
Stately ¢ palm,? the most juicy of all trecs, re-
minding us of the beauliful similitade of the Psal-
mist, ¢ the righteous shall bring forth fruit in old
R2e, they shall be fat and flourishing” (Psal. xcii.
1214y ; and the pomegranate, the almond, and
the olive, and scores of other products emblema-
tized or consecrated in the parables and narra-
tives of the Book of Life. How vividly, also, were
these visible cffects of the annuel rising and over-
gol\ging of the t}‘I{lle calc;lnlnted éo ilh\strati the

old imagery of the prophet, ¢« Egypt riseth u
liko a flcod. and his walors are moved Like the
neers,”  Jer. xlvi. 8.

SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORD.

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.

From the N. Y. Sunday School Advocate,
VISITING SUNDAY-SCHOOI. CHJILDREN.
In the third namber of the Sunday-School Ad-
vocate, under the ahove heading, tbe following
questions are asked :—

1. « I3 it advisable for the teacher of the ab—
sentee to visit, orto have one person as visitor—
general for the whole school 7%

" 2. ¢ Should it be done on the Sabbath or an
other day?”? :
3. <« How long a time should elapse after the
fitst omission in attendance before inquiry should
be made 77

It is likely, Messrs. Editors, yon will receive
answers to the above from all points of the com-
}mss: I will, however, among the rest, offer the
ollowing to your consideration :~—

Answer to Queslion 1.—The whole secret of
success in Sunday-School teaching is love. Ifa
teacher does not love his class, and lave lo teach
ity his scholars will neverlove him. And if there
be not mutual love, little good will follow.  But
il a teacher Jove his clnss, will he fecel like send-
ing n comparative stranger to look after the absent
ones 7 And suppose he should, will that visiter
be likely to be Ralf as the teacher himself T "The
cause of absence muy have arisen in the closs,
pethaps, from something right or wrong the teach-
er has done himself. Who then is so likely to
set the matter in its true light as the teacher?

Answer to Question 2—¢ Should it he done on
the Sabbath 7—Yes, for a negative and a posi-
tive reason,

1. There is no harm in it. There is no more
harm in going home to teach a scholar his duly,
then in that scholar coming to Sunday-School to
be taught it. The Saviour impliedly acknow-
ledged it to be right to lift a heast out of a pit on
the Sabbath ; and if a scholar has fallen into the
pit and snare of the devil—such as had company
—is it wrong to try and get him out on the Sab-
bath? ¢ Ye are of morc value than many spar-
rows.””  Should we turr from our path on the
Lord’s day to persuade yon group of noisy wan-
dering hoys to go with s to Sunday-School ?

2, There is good in it—good that cannot be ac-
complished on'any other day. The object of a
teac{;cr’s visit to a family is not merely to see the
scholar, but to see the parents and other members
of the family, and get them to fecl interested in
the school 5 and when they are so, and the teach-
er is faithfuly there arc few absentees. Heor she
has also opportunity of dropping a few words
of religions counsel or instruction, of praying
with them, and gaining their gon(i will and re-
spect. But in our manufacturing and agricultural
districts this could not be done during the wecek,
for the family would be scattered at their employ -
ment.

Answer 1o Queslion 3.—¢ How long,” &e.—
Suppose that a shepherd saw that one ol his lambs
was missing, bow long would it be before he
went in quest of it?  Suppose a father or guar-
dian missed from the family circle one of the €it-
tle ones,” how long would it be before he started
tofind it? How many nights could he sleep at
easc, not knowing what had become of it? ~ As
to ¢« visifeis-gencral,?? they ean do no harm ; on
tne conirary, they may do good ; but no one can
do the work of the teacher. From m experience
andl observalion, I am satisficd that when a
sehool goes down (rom ahsentées, it is the Super-
intendent’s and Teacher’s fault.  Their motto
should cver be PERSEVERE.

A Tsacuen.

RELIANCE UYON PROVII)}:.‘{Q’»

To make our relinnce upon Providence hoth pious and
rational, we should, in cvery great enterplise we take
in hand, prepare all things, with that carc, diligence
and aetivity, as if therc were no such thing as Provi-
denee for us to depend upon : and again, when we have
done all this, we should as wholly and humbly rely up-
on it, as if woe had made no such preparation at all.
And this is a rule of practize, which will never fail §
or shame any, who shall venture all that they havo or
are upon It : for as a man, by exerting his utmost force
in any action or business, has all that human strength
cun do for him therein ; o, in the next place, by quit-
ting his confidence in the same, and placing it only in
God, he is suro of all that Omnipotence can do in his
behall,—Dr. South.

TI{E DIGNITY OF MAN.
‘Tuw higher facultica and nobler operations of tiw: hu-
man mind, I inust not attempt to enumerate, fur lcsn
to analyse 5 but. contemplate, for a moment, some of
their results,  Behold that feeble creature man, by his
superior intellizence aubduing animals of strength and
aclivily far surprssing his own, and employing their
powers in hin service ;—ace him controlling the vege-
wtive powers of the exrth, dirceting its fertility, and
changing the barren wilderness and impenetrable foe-
cst into n fruitlul fiekd ;~sce him overlenping the bouu-
durics of conatry, and guiding his bark throngh the
trackless waves of boundless nnd unfathomable occan §
—sce him, not satisfied with the ample disclosures of
nature, subjecting her 10 experiment, ard forcing her
to revenl her aeerets j—sce him colleeting, from o
survey of the history of man, the accumulated wisdom
af past azes, and applyiiyg it to the improvement and
comfort of the ages to come ;—ece him, not confining
his rescarches to the plants he treads on, and the an-
imals around him, but following the sturs in their
couracs, ascertaining their motions and revolutions,
and demonatrating at once, the immensity of the worka
of God, and the simplicity of the laws by which they
are regulated.  Behold him in o different aspect, uni-
ted to his specics by & thousand ties : in the family,
sccking solace and reponc in scenes of domostic affec-
tion ; in the state, forgetting himselfin zcal for the
many, and studying only the intcrests of mankind.
Finally, contemplate him distinguished ns the sub-
jeet of the mornl government of Gond; with thoughts,
desires, antl affections, that addeess themselves to ob-
jects beyond the sphere of created being and moral ex-
istence : endowed with conscience, the delegate of the
Most High ; accosted by prophets and apostics, the
oft-rcturning measengers of heaven ; and, O lost effort
of all conquering merey ! visited and reclaimed by God
himaelf, wearing the veil of sin-degraded humanity.
Ah ! could we but learn to eatimate our souls by the
price God has put upon them, we should not so base~
ly vilify their powers, so boldly misapply their godlika
attributes.—Rev. H. Grey.

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST.

WaNTEST thon & shudow or covering to shelier thy
wenry soul from the scorching heat of divine anger,
or of tamptation from Satan, or tribulation from the
world —Improvc this righteousness, and sit down un-
der the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. Wan-
test thou courage to Jook the lnw or justice of God
in the face T There is o fund for it: for under thin
covering thou mayest look out with confidence, and
say, < Who can lay any thing to my charge 7 Wan-
test thou to have the New Covenaot confirmed to thy
soul 7 Jmprove this rightcousness by fuith : for Christ,
by his obedience and death, confirmed the covenant
with many. ‘This blood is the blood of the New Tes-
tament ; and when the soul by [ith takes hold of it,
the covenant of grace is plnt moment. confirmed unto it
for cver. In a word, by virtuc of this rightcousnces
thou mayest come to a commuaion table, and toa
throne of grace, and ask what thou wilt. Our heaven-
Iy Father can refuse nathing to the younger brethren
who come to him in their brother’s garment. By vir-
tne of this righteousneas, thou mayest lay claim to
every thing, to all the blessinga of time and clernity.~—
Erskine.

TIIE INOLINESS OF GOD.

WiiaT an awlul idca of the holiness of God have we
in the death of Jesus ! The vengeancee of God was cen-
tred in the bosom of his Son : what an awful considera-
tion this to thc sinner, who is committing the worst of
all suicides, the suicide of his immortal soul ! * Have
1,” the Lord might say to such, *“ wreaked the fury of
my vengeance on my own Son, and shall you without
repentance escape,’ you who still continke in open re-
bellion against me ?** Salvation und holiness are sy-
nonimous.~—Rev. W. Howels. M

BasE envy withers at another’s joy,
And hates that excellence it cannot reach.




