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are ¢vils of the first magnitude, and any-
thing tending to their reform will bean net
very gracions in the eyes of socicty.  The
very endearments of home, those nccompa-
niments which carry with them associntions
through life, endearing certain times and
seasons and oven things, are unknown, or
uneared for; the cmulation to be hetter in
appearance than your vight or.left hand
neighbor is a continual wear upon the
mind ; a wile, however straitened the hus-
hand may he—and there are times when all
are more or less straitened—must, having
once assumed a certain station, never devi-
ate Trom it, ov clselose easte by so doing,
and the indispensable accompaniments, un-
required in a private home, must be flaunted
forth in publie, or remarks will be clicited
which upset ab once domestic happiness.
It issnmmed up thus, as Witkins Micawber
remarks, ¢ Income £5. 3s. 6d, expenditure
£5. 3s. 0d.; balance perfect felieity.—In-
come £5. 3s. 6., expenititure £5. 4s. 0d.;
Dalanee intolerable misery.”

. In all the large capitals of Furope, pco-
ple have long since found out » way by
which families of moderate means can be
accommodated under one roof without the
slightest intermixture with each other.
Now we have yet to introduec this mode
amongst us; for the absence of it, is sub-
mitting hosts of respeetable familics to in-
convenicnces and annoyances quite incon-
ceivable to those who arc not sinilarly situ-
ated. Weare very certain that a boarding-
house is by no means the place in which
to cultivale domestic vivtues; nor is the
ordinary tencrent house the approprinte
residence for a gentlemen of education and
refinecment, we care not how slender his
purse may be; but beyoud these there is
often no choice for the would-be-houscholder
of small income. ‘The book-keeper, the
Government official, the merchant’s clerk,
sces his family inerensing, or his wants
inereasing in the conrse of years, without
a commensurate Increase in his means to
meet those wants; he secks in vain fora
house with conveniences adequate to those
wants, ab a rent within bounds, and failing
to find it, becomes a compulsory occupant
of what, formerly n comfortable howe, is
now a contracted abode, beset with incon-
veniences ; hampeved -with the continual
presence of youthful voices or youthful
pursuits, lic hecomes sour, eralbbed, morose,
and snappish; looks on his home with
aversion ; is glad to get away from it;
seeks socicty outside, with its luring attrac-
tions, or caveless of his person, settles down
into o chwulish old man; dreaded by kis

children, disliked by socicty ab large. But
give him room to expand in, room where he
¢un ab times cnjoy the privacy advaneing
years require, room where an oceasional
coteric of friends may meet him without
the hubbub of undeing everything to-day,
to be again replaced to-morrow, and his Jife,
his very nature cxpands with it. We do
not mean reception roows. and duinty
chambers, with rich upholstery, and sets
ol poreclain, shut up seven-twelfths of the
year ;—thase gorgeous solitudes into which
the fect of the owners seldom intrude, ex-
cept on “ state oceasions,” and afler cach
of which, their sumptuary splendors are
consigned to solitary confinement in the
dark, {the sofhs, ottomans, &e., having heen
previously putb into straight jackets of hrown
holland, like so many lunaties.) The Pa-
ter-familias of such a home may experience

“the same sort of pride that swells the bosom

of the proprietor of & wax-work exhibition
as he points out his emperors, kings, and
«tucens, clothed in tinsel robes; but whole-
souled - hospitality in « cottage, is infinitely
preferable to such ostentatious magnifi-
cenee.

Wise men and women have no hanker-
ing after homes of this kind, for they know
there is no comfort in them. ey would
not care to live where they are merely jani-
tors,—holding the keys of safons, nud yet
passing their lives in an attic and back-
parlor.  Xor them the modest abede of do-
mestie happiness and genuine hospitality is
the liome aimed at ; a cottage, the solid at-
tractions of which are all summed up in the
simple phrase: “a comfortable lome.”
"That is the sceret of the suceess attendant
on many & man’s carcer.

It is not our intention to touch on mat-
ters which eause jars and unpleasantness ;
men do not like to grieve the hearts and
clond the brows of the gentle ones at howe
with the history of outside troubles; but
of this fact, the wives of all engaged in
active pursuits may feel asswred, thab
whether revealed or kept seerct, certain
annoyances must be the excuse for ocen-
sional jrritability of temper, and give a claim
to all the kindness, consideration, and so-
lace associated with the idea of a comfort-
able home. He who knows that a quick
car islistening for his well-known step, that.
loving eyes are watehing for him, and will
look brighter when he appears; that the
arm-chair and slippers are ready for him in
the accustomed corner; that the meal to
which he hastens has been made dainty
under wilely superintendence; that he is
going out of the “work-day world ” into a




