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¢ Tha money-changers were embarrassed, end
began to turn very red, when o byatander, who
suw the awkward aspect of atluirs, offered him-
self ag wmpire. ‘1 will recken it for you,' he
said, wnmd taking the soman.pum his caleulation
agreed with ours.  The superintendent of the
bunk made us a profonnd bow. ¢ Sirs, Lumas,’

i

soid  he, fyour mathematics are beiter than
utine,’
“¢Oh, net at all,) wo returned, with an

equally profound bow, “tat who sver heard of a
caleulator always exempt from error 1 People
like you may well be mistaken once in o while,
wherens poor simple folk Tike us make blunders
ten thousand times.  Now, however, we have
fortunately conenrred in our reckoning, thanks
to the pains you have taken.'

¢ These phrases were  rigorously  required
under the citcumstances by Chinese politeness,
Whenever wny person in China is compromised
by any awkwand incident, those present always
carefully refrain from any obssrvation which
may tnnke him blush, or, as the Chinese phrase
it, take awany his f

¢ Alter our cenciliatory addreas had restored
self-possession to all present, everybody drew
round the piece of paper an which we had figured,
and after a couversation on the merits of the
Arabic numerals, the cashier handed us the full
amount of sapeks, and we parted pood friends,”

From our brief glance at the successive mades
of travel and trunsport —the human *‘ bearer,”
the pack animal, the carrier’s eart, the Conesto-
ga wagon {predecessorof the ¢ prairie s-hooner”),
the Coneord coach, and 30 on to the locowuiotive
and palace car—we have now to pass to the
matter of aecommaodation at halting places.

Al of these, of whatever grade, up to the full
Jdevelopiuent of the model American hotel, be-
vousd question find their origin in the Fastern
caravan serais,  These primitive inns, coeval
almost with the use of the natural shelter of
groves and forests or transported tents, were
plain luildings surrounding a court-yard, and
supplving ouly shelter, water, and a safe en-
closure {or animals,

Amang the Mohammedans and Hindoes it was
a meritorisns and semi-religions act to establish
these shelters for wayfarers, and they were often
endawed by wealthy devotees.

On the high-roads of caravan travel they were
found, in the diserts even, us well as in the
towns, but travellers relied on them for nothing
beyoml rest and shelter, earrving with them
their own provisions, attendants, and cooking
utensily, and tinding their own fuel. To this
day, in many parts of Spain and Spacish Ame.
rica, the peseda retains in large degres the rude
simplicity of the original caravan-serai.

In the process of time came the idea of supply-
provisions at these places ; it suved trouble and
cost of carriage to the merchants, and provisions
were furnished.  Then attendance, cocking ser-
vice, sleeping appliances, fuel, and lights came
10 be nsked for, and the traveller was relivved,
step by step, of much of the trouble and anuoy-
ance of earing for himself. He needed space
and facilities fur storing bis merchandize or dis.
playing it for sale, and these were afforded him,

Thus by regular gradations the first rude ta-
verns—inere sleeping quasrters under roof —ad-
vaneed in charucter and functions until we tind
thews, as in China again, closely approximating
in various ways the modern hostelry.  In that
couutry, according to Poloand his traveller sue-
cessors, they long ago offered many of the conve-
niences of curlater Western civilization. M. Hue
tells us that they had advanced so far as to be
divided into cless houses, the ** Corn-dealers’
Rest" refusing to receive ahorseotrader, and the
commercin) tiaviller huving his exelusive quart.
ers, whers he was weleomed *¢ on horse or camel
Lis atluirs transacted with infallible success.”and
Even in the nomeeelature of his inns and their
belongings the Kiat antedated, in Oriental
style, the graudiloquence of the modern Paris-
ian. Before the ¢ Cafe de Mitle Colonnes,” the
“Trois Freres,” or the ** Maison Doré” were
dreamed of, he had hig ** Hotel of the Three
Perfectious,” the ** Tavern of Fternal Equity”
(an eatablishment unknown to vur day), and the
* House of Repose for Tran-itory Guests.”

Stiil more amusingly high sounding were the
titles of the Aitat’s hotel functionaries, For
the maitre @ kdtel and the chef de cuisine, with
his cordon blew, o1 the Frenchman, there is the
“ Inspector of the Chest,” the * Comptroller of
the Table,’" and the *'Director of the Kitchen,”
with his suboidinates, the ‘‘Governor of the
Pot,” and the ‘*Superintendent of the Soup
Kettle.”

But the Chinese in his hotel improvements,
ay in other things, reached a certsin poin’, nnd
stood still, while his Western brother, commen-
cing louy atter, has overtaken and passed him ;
as in traveling facilities, o in hotel romforts.
Starting from the caravan.serai, the European
has brought his guest house up to a high stan.
dard of comfort nud luxury., But he, too, in
ono Tespoct, has reached a stage beyond which
he appurently finds it hard to pass. And in
that ure respect even the Celestial was before
himm.  Roth continned the fashion after the
caravan-serai begun to furnish something more
than keeping room, of charging specifically for
each itewn furnished, a fashion still, in the main,
kept upin Western Europe, and from which we
get out ** Furopean style.” Undor this “style,”
at firrt at least, and we believe in very many
houses in Europe yet, & daily account wus pre-
sented, reciting piecemenl what the guest has
had,—Dbed, fire, light, food, and so on ; and this
originally with the honest idea of affording the
guest, while his memory was still fresh, oppor-
tunity to correct suy erroror overcharge.
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It has been left for the American, with his
ideas of simplifying matters and saving trouble
to raise the hotel to its last degree of develop.
ment, to furnish it with all the comforts und
luxuries of life, and to cover the whole with one
straightforward charge of su much per day,

While many, even mnong ourselves, prefer
the ** European style,” the ** Awcrican style”
has its advantages, and is a step in advance, in
many respeets rendering it unuecessary for the
traveler who is able and willing to pay'to bother
himsell with specially culling for or providing
in advance this or that teifle which he is accus-
tormed to find ready to his hand.  But with the
option now so generally atforded by both styles,
the Enropean or Amerlcan, paying in detail for
what he actually has, or paying by the lump
for all the comforts and luxuries offered him Ly
our perfected hotel system, it is bard to imagine
what may be the next improvement in the way
of accommodations at halting places.

Possibly he may find it in a combination of
the means of trapsport and the ** House of Re-
pose.” If not in the stenm-driven, thoroughly
manageable balioon, with its busket constructed
to serve as a residence when he comes down
from the clouds, he may find it in the ** Com-
mercial Travelers’ Putent Private Palace Car
with Kitchen, Freuch Cook, Sleeping and
Sample-Office Attachments,”

That something very like this has been al-
ready tried, we are advised av we write, but_so
far not successfully. Yet who shall suy that a
year or two hence it will not be a success

BORDEAUX.
BY HENRY JAMES.

All this while | was getting or: to Bordeaux,
where I permitted mnyself to spend three days,
I am afraid I hiave next to nothing to show for
them, and that there wonld be little profit in
lingering ou this episode, which is the less to
be justitied as | had w former years examined
Bordeaux attentively euough. [t contains a
very good otel — an hotel not gool envugh,
however, 1o keep vou there for 1ts own sake.
For the rest, Bordeaux is a big, rich, hand-
sowe, imposing commercial town, with long
rows of fine old vighteenth-centary houses over-
lovking the yellow Garoune. [ live spoken of
the quays of Nuntes as fire, but those of Bor-
deaux have a wider swiep and a still more
architectural alr.  The :ppearance of such a
port as this makes the Anglo Sexoun tourist
blush for the sordid water fronts of Liverpool
atud New Yeork, which, with their larger activi-
tv, huve 50 much more reason to be stately.
Bordeanx gives a great impression of prosperous
industries and suggests delightful ideas, images
of prune boxes and bottled elaret.  As the focus
of distribution of the best wine in the world, it
is indeed a sacred city —dddicated to the worship
of Buacchus in the most dizcrect form. The
country all about it is covered with precious
vineyards, sourees of fortune to their owners and
of satisfaction to distant consumers; snd as you
look over to the hills beyond the Guronne you
see thew, in the autumn sunshine, fretted with
the rusty richness of this or that immortal clos.
But the }\riucipul picture, within the town, is
that of the vast curving quays, bordered with
heuses that look like the Zofels ol farmers-ge-
neral of the last century, and of the wide, tawny
river, crowded with shipping aud spanned by
the largest of bridges. Some of the types on
the water side are of the sort that arrest a
sketcher -— figures of stalwart, brown faced
Jasiques, such s T had seen of old in great
nambers at Biarritz, with their loose cireulur
capy, their white sundals, their air of walking
for a wager. Never was a tougher, a hardier,
race. They are not mariners nor watermen, but,
Fmtiug questions of temper aside, they are the
rest possible dock porters. 11 s’y fait un
commerce terrible,” a dowanier said to wme, as
he looked up aud down the interminable docks ;
aod such a place hug indeed much to say of the
wealth, the capacity for production, of France—
the bright, cheetful, smokeless industry of the
wonderful country which produces abaveall the
agreeable things of life, and turns cven i1s de-
feats and revolutions into gold. The whele
town Las an ai of almost depressing opulence,
an appearance which culminates in the great
ploce which surrounds the Grand Thébtre — an
establishment in the grandest style encircled
with ecolumns, arcades, lamps, gilded cafés.
Oue feels it to be o monument to the virtue of
the well selected bottle. If [ had not forbidden
myself to linger, 1 should venture to insist on
this, and, at the risk of being thought fantastic,
trace an analogy batween gocd claret aud the
best qualities of the French mind ; pretend that
there isa taste of sound Bordeaux in all the
happiest manifestations of that fine organ, and
that, correspondingly, there is a touch of
Freuch reason, French completeuess, in n glass
of Pontet Canct. ‘The danger of such an excur-
sion would lie mainly in its being so open to the
reader to take the ground from uuder my feet
by saying that good cluret doesnot exist. To
this | should have no reply whatever. 1 should
be unable to tell him where to find jt. 1 cer-
tainly did not find it at Bordeaux, whers [ drank
A most vulgar fluid ; aud 1t is of course notorious
that n large part of mankind is occupied in
vainly looking for it. There was a great pre-
tenso of putting it forward at the Exhibition
which was going on at Bordeaux, at the time of
my visit — an “exposition philomathique,”
lodged in a collection of big, temporary build.
ings in the Alldes d'Orléans, and regarded by

the Bordelais for the mowent as the most bril-

liant feature of their city. Here were pyramids
of Lottles, mouutaing of bottles, to say nothing
of cases and cabincts of bottles, The contem-
plation of these shining embankments was of
course not very convincing; and indeed the
whole arrangement struck me ag n high imper-
tinence, Good wine is not an optical pleasure,
it is an inward emotion; and if there was a
chamber of degustation on the premises I failed
to discover it. It was not in the search*for it,
indeed, that I spent half an hour in this be.
wildering bazaar. Like all ** expositions,” it
seetned to me to be full of ugly thinge, and
gave oue a portentous idea of the quantity of
rubbish that 1nan earries with him on bis course
throngh the ages. Such an amount of luggage
for a journey after ail so short | There were no
individual objects; there was nothing but
dozens and hundreds, all machine made and
expressionless, in spite of the repeated grimace,
the conscious smuartness, of *“the last unew
thiny,” that was stamped on all of them. The
fatal facility of the French article becomes at
last as irritating as the refrain of = popular
song.

WIHEN THE CAT'S AWAY.

When the British houscholder is on pleasure
bent, and the family is away at the seaside, on
the lakes, or among the mountains, there is al-
ways a voice raised on behalf of ¢* the harmless
necessary cat.” Thig year, like sgores preceding
it, has been no exception to the rule, and we
bave seen the usual comments about the inhu-
mane way in which the poor animal is leit to
starve in the shut up house. Now for my own
purt 1 do not believe that any great number of
people act in this way towards their domestic
pets, and are no more likely to leave pussy un-
provided for than the favourite canary or the
parrot. The majority of ladies and gentlemen
are not inhumane, and, for the most part, the
sentimental outery is entirely uncalled for, ex-
cept asa means of furnishing a topic for silly
people to disiu s and write letters about. If,
however, this was all the barm which happrped,
the subject might be dismissed without com-
ment, but it iy apt to divert housewives’ atten-
tion from much more 1eal of less sentimental
dangers, which ‘absence trom home may give
rise to. There is always, as we kuow, :ome
difficulty in making sati-factory arrangement
for the safe keeping ¢f a house when the family
is away, and, as a rule, it is easier to say what
it is best not to do rather than what itis best
to do. If providing for the cat were our only
anxiety, T think it could be soon allayed ; but
it is the fuct of ** the cat being away ™ and not
of that domestic animal being left behind, which
is the main obstacle to the housewife's peace of
mind when her presence can n> longer centrol
the establishment. The proverb I am afraid is
only too well founded, and to a greater or lesser
degree we may depend upon it ¢‘ the mice will
play ' when freed from the supervising eye,
The thing, therefore, is to insure as far as pos-
sible that this *‘ play '* does not degenerate into
foolish romping, and thence, by an easy grada-
tion, into ecnme. Undoubtedly - *‘evil is
wrought by want of thought as much as want
of heart ;" and the mistress who thoughtlessly
feaves the house in charge of servants on whom
she caunnot thoroughly rely, either from past
experience or from their age and reliable cha-
racters, is very blamable. Necessarily much
must depend on the number of domesties as to
whom the responsibility of keeping things
straight should be entrusted ; but certain it is
that it should never be to a young persen., It
is dul! weork at the best, taking care of a shut
up beuse when the streets and squares resemble
the outlying suburbs of a city of the dead ; and
it is not wonderful that female servaunts should
seek to dispel the pervading gloom by prolong-
ed conversations with the few people, trades-
men, and others, whom business muy bring to
the house. [ say business advisedly, because
searcely anyone can call except on this plea,
and on the truth or falsity of this said plea de-
peuds very often the security of our homes.
There is no reason so favourable for the criminal
classes to lay their plans for the winter cam.
paign of housebreaking, as that when the house
is ieft in the charge of servants. It is then
that they can make their observations of the
land with the greatest facility. Thieves who
have had to contend all their lives with detee-
tives must of necessity have picked up some of
the craft of those active and intelligent officials,
which craft, grafted on to their own cunning
and uvscrupulous daring, gives a rather alarm.
ing result. The consequence is, that there is
nothing easier than for the professed * eracks-
man,” or some one of his gang, to introduce
himself just as a detective could into an esta-
blishment where young, perhaps good looking
aud inexperienced, servants are left, if not ac-
tually in charge, at least with plenty of idle
time on their hands. Upon some plea or other
this gentleman finds out the plan of the house,
the habits of the inmates, together with their
number and sex, the precise position where
valuables are kept, and indeed tho whole top
and tail of the household. These facts are care-
fully noted and laid by for future use, for with-
out them to act upon very fow burglaries are
attempted. The police will tell us that nine
robberies out of ten owo their origin to the
carelessness (not necessarily the criminality, be
it understood, but the careless thoughtlessness)
of the maid servants. Tamale vaunity is often
the point first attacked, as the most vulnerable i
and likely to lead soonest to the desired result.
A red cont or a blue coat is supposed to be irre-

sistible, and there is no doubt that admission is
sometimes gained at the area gate under cover
of this attractive attire. It is well, if under
these ecircumestances, the evil goes no farther
than petty pilfering, or the gormandising of
legs of mutton at the houscholder’s expense.
Stories are told of evening entertainments given
during the master and mistress’s abeence in the
country, and when wardrobes, ete., are ransack-
ed to furnish the finery befitting such festivals ;
and of course it would be among the guests on
such occasions that we might not unnaturally
expect to find the obsetving and enterprising
associate of the burglar, if pot the actual
gentleman himeelf. 1 bave not drawn this
picture asone that may be very frequently
resented, but it is ore of many which itis

nown has been worked out in the playfulnesy
of the mouse’s ditposition when stin.ulated to
extra hilarity by the absence of the cat. That
our best cups and srucers, best dinner sets,
knives and forks, ete., should be used to furnish
forth the table appointments during any festi-
vities given is bad enough, to say nothing of
our apparel being worn and our rooms and beds
occupied ad libitum ; but such things do occur,
and should be gunarded against by means of lcck
and key. Still, these are trifles compared with
the possibilities for future mischief and loss
which keeping open house by the servants while
we are away afford.

Again, it not unusually happens that some
repairs, clesning, whitewashing, painting, etc.,
may have to he executed during the dull seasn ;
and this offers another opportunity for the in-
vestigation of the premises, and should be pre-
vented by cautions given to thoie we lhuve
behind to take =are of our pioperty. In f.ctf,
there is no limit to the mischiel which may
ensue if we do not ourselves observe proper pre-
cautions. The only real comfort for the h use-
wife who is obliged to leave her servanis at
home when she goes away is to obtain the guar-
dianship of some lady, friend or otherwise, who
can come and stay in the house. I not long ago
observed in your columns the suggestion that
this would afford an ea-y, snitable (:f temyora-
7v) oceupation for impecunious ladies, and I do
not remember to have heard of u more practical
idea. It serves a double purpose, and would
efficiently secure mauy a household from trcuble,
anxiety and loss, .

Where such a plan cannot be carried out,
there is nothing for it but to put the most trust.
worthy of our domestics in charge, and then, by
locking up the rooms, cupboards, etc., that are
not required, secure cur belongings upon the
principle of *¢safe bind safe find.”  Shoulu the
family take the servants with them to the sea-
side or elsewhere, the case is immensely simpli-
fied. The locking wp prccess bas then oniy to
be extended to every part of the house save the
kitchen, and one be(i room to be occupied by
a policeman and his wife, vr one of the married
commisiouaires, who can be hired with perfect
reliance from the headquarters of the corps. In
preparing for the return of the family under
these latter circnmstances, it becomes almost
imperative that the lady of the house or her res.
ponsible delegate should return a few duys
before everybody else to superintendent the un-
locking, airing, and cleaning of the rooms, ete.
Only in these and similsr ways can we render
the playfulness of the mice at this time of year
perfectly harmless.

WHITE SERGEANT.

AvoxG the several residences in Councord,
Mass., noted as the homes of littérat urs,should
be mentioned the little shed on a s.nd-bar of
Walden Pond, which David Hemy Thereaun
built as a protest again:t the foll:es and complex
wants of society. This house contaiud oue
rcom ten feet wide by fifteen leng, a closer, a
window, two trap-doors and a brick chimney at
one end. Its timbers were grown on the spot,
the boards for its covering were procured from
the deserted shanty of a railway laborer, and
the whale cost of the structure did not exceed
thirty dellars.  In this house, through the most
inclement season of the year—{rom July to May
—the philosopher lived at an expense of eight
dollars and seventy-six cents, a striking reproof
of modern folly and extravagance. The house
on the Virginia road where Thoreau was horn
is still standing, and the house where he die t is
now the residence of the Alcotts.

Wonderful and mysterious curative power is
developed which is so varied in its operations
that no disease or ill health can possibly exist
or resist its power, and yet it is

Harmless for the most frail woman, weakest
invalid or smallest child to use.

“ Pationts
* Almost doad or noarly dying

For years, and given up by physicians of
Bright's and other kidney diseases, liver com-
plaints, severe conghs called consumption, have
been cured.

Women gone nearly crazy !

From agony of neuralgia, nervounsness, wake-
fulness and various diseases peculiar to women.

People drawn out of shape from excruciating
pangs of Rheumatism.

Inflammatory and chronic, or suffering from
serofula !

Erfsipohlsl ] A

Salt Rheum, blood poisoning, dyspepsin, indiges=
tion, and in fret almost all diseases frail

Naturo is heir to

Havo been curod by Hop Bitters, proof of which

Can be found in every ncighborhood in the known
world.




