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REPRESENTA TION OP MINORITI

II.
It may be safely affirmed that a criais has breached in the workin of representative Govoment. Oursystem o Government is incave

of giving an accurate epression of the popuwill. It affords no ineans of certainty, even afa general election, that the majority in the Hoicorrespond wit the ajority in thec ountiiacking this one condition, re pesemtativeC
vernment becomies a fraud. Tie popularity
representative Government arises from the ipression that the majority in Parliament corrponds with the majority in the country. Whthis is not the case, popular Government is dpotismn in disguise. It is possible for us to haa Governiment representing a smaller fractionthe popular will than is represented by even tRussian Government. Our Parliament orelected, can remain in office a term even thouadmitted to not represent one-tenth part of tpopular will. Now, if it were known, for certai:that the Russian Governument did not represeone-tenth part of the popular will, it would nbe safe a single month.

Not being elective, the Emperor of Russia coforms to public opinion for his own safety, ainbeing elective, our Parliaments may overripublic opinion with impunity. The best articannot execute a design, to his satisfaction, witout proper tools ; nor can the most enliglitenEnation choose trulyrrepresentative men withoithe proper mode. Tke an artist with bad toolafter doing our best to choose suitable men, msometimes discover before the close of one semiothat the country is misrepresented. 1How can it be otherwise, while there are smany men in Parliamént who were never nameas candidates three months previous to theielection. Parties obliged to do something grasat such men, in the last extremity, as drowninmen grasp at straws. Their very obscuritsecures their election. But the first session sedlomn passes, till their constituents find themselves misrepresented, or not represented at alElectors have too little choice ; and this must bremedied by the representation of minorities.
It is said that people, having the franchiseare themselves to blame for being misgovernedThis is not the case. Is an artist, not haviniproper tools, blameable for not being able toe xecute a work to his satisfaction. Blame him fonot having proper tools, but ,this being the casewe can't blame hiih for being unable to perfornthe work satisfactorily.

As yet, representative Government is butfpartial success. The principle is simply admitted. In practice we have no popular Government. It is a false standard. Popular Government is Government of the people by thpeople. It cannot be Government by the peoplwhere the influence of any considerable numbeiof electors is not felt.
Heretofore remedies lave beu sought foiabuses in thbe extension of tic franchise. Thienmay appease the public, but it never cures asingle abuse. Every extension spreads theresponsibility of bad acts over a larger number ofpeople. The object is not so much to removeabuses as to make people acquiesce in themr. Theway to avoid the whole consequences of disreput-able conduct is to get all the persons directlyand indirectly interested involved in the act.But nothing makes men more desperate than th·consequences of conscious folly. While there isany further room for extensions popular Gover-ment resort to it as a remedy. But when thelast, practicable, extension is made, and felt afailure, people yield to any despotic power caps-ble of restoring order. Rome ad reached tuspoint when acquiesced in the usurpation of Csar.

Along with a properly extended franchise ws ne-
quire the representation of minorities, te wecure
good Government. It is better to be wellgovern-
ed with a limited franchise than ile governed
with an extensive one. A very extensivefran-
chise is not properly appreciated. After it
reaches a certain point, those erowom it is
bestowed regard it only as a mean of making
money, or promoting their individual inteaesta.
It is rebels who usually solicit foreigu interven-
tion, and call in mercenary soldiers te aid itestablishing authority. So in politics, it is thparty which is aspiring to office, or endeavoun-
ing to consolidate their power who extend tie
franchise. Classes to whom the franchise is ex-tended may not be always benefited thereby iTe
interest of a child would not be promoted by be-ing prematurely taken inte ajoint stock par-tner-
ship with his father. .
.Wer-e all capitalists, compelled to form a patnership withi all tic laborers, what would btiresult ? .Tic unwise council that would prvailin such a combination would annihilate thcwealthi of tic world, sud I mnight s eaget

portion of tihe population, ru onme on t a Reo
tions. Well, unmversal suffrag does for ilery
anmd good Government precisily what tbert id
of an experiment would do for wealth. Im-mioderate extensions of the franchise will pr-
d uce political convulsions aimilar to thoe pob
tary conîvulsions smetimies caused by oesecu-n
lation. " Tic franchise won't extend" wilbas fmiliar tien as" the banks won't discount" is

Ticreaeorganizatiom1 of tic Senate is occupying
nccessity for re-organizing tic House of Coi-nmons. It does nlot reflect public opnion ' tdoes not embody tic public intellignc.We i
ti ommihoa sd Sonat to differ onany ques-

.ANDPRILL1ST0TE875WS
without it being known which aide each House Beyond the dressing-room stands the bed, children in chariots and peranbulators, proves ahad taken, it is my opinion that the Sénate large and low, garnished with a rich Smyrnese great success.would bc sustained oftener than the Commons, coverlet. In the depths of the alcove are three OLD MAID.-An old naid don't kuow whatin such cases. The Senate though not elective frames containing-first, the portrait of General itis to bend over the children's little white bed,undertands the popular will just as well as the Davy-Dumas, the grandfather of the master; softly pat their heads, and hear one of theinComons. second. the portrait of Alexander Dumas, his growl out :«"Now, then, Sam, keep your handsThe Commons is called the popular branch. father ; third a slight crayon sketch representing of'n me, or l'Il bat you in the eye."This is so only in imagination. The signifiea- a person dead. It is the mother of Alexander PRETTY FEET.-Kate, in a note from Brooklyn,tion attached te the terni is a fraud. It does Dumas fils. j. L. says that girls with pretty feet always choose thefot represent the people; it seldonnorepresents muddiest street crossings, and that when a ladythe majority; it may flot represent, evenha walks along looking for a dry path it is a proofmajority of t&e majority ; but a minori.y of tke TUE FRENCH ACÀDEMY. that she wears nuînber fouir at least.majorty, as shown in my paper of March 27th. Under the late Emperor, the Acadeny, having PoEsHIE.-He blushed a fiery red ; her heartAny extension of the franchise at present will become under M. Guizot's influence an Orleanist wentpit-a-pat ; she gently hung her head, andbe anevil; further extensions, under any cir- club, took a sincere delight in electing members lookeddown at the mat. He trembled in hiscumntanch, cannot be beneficial; but give the who cut the strangest figures when they went- speech ; he ross from where lie sat, and shoutedcountry a franchise, in which provision is made as customs enjoins-to be introduced to his with a screech, "You're sitting on my hat ! "for the representation of minorities. and the peo-Me a e Tuileries. Napoleon III. was, SMoKIN,.-" My dear husband," asaid a de-p of Canda will choose for thcmselves the however, a man of cool nerves, and bore himself voted wife, why will you.not leave off smoking?etParliment in the world. serenely in such encounters. When M. Prevost- It is such an odious practice, and makes yours. DEWART• Paradol was presented, ho said: "I am sOy breath smell so!""I Yes," replied the husband,.Monsieur Pradol, that a man of so much wit "but only consider the time I have devoted and

should not be a friend of mine." "So am I the money.I have spent to learn to snoke. If I
sire," answered the journalist, who was then should leave off now ail that time and money

<For the CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEws.) bitterly assailing the Empire in the Courier du would have been wasted, don't you seet? "ALEXANDER D UMAS A T HOME. Dimanehe. When M. Jules Favre's turn arrived. BRin Y TEARS.-Ani old woman sat on a bencliThe lectio of. the younger Du as to ti the public expected a duel of epigrams, and were in the Grand Tru '0k deiot yesterday, wiping herFe eetion of the younger Dumas to the not wholly disa pointed. " You succeed a great eyes withli er handkere ief, when a portly manFrench Academy, and his recent brilliant recep- man (Victor îousin), who spoke little but full of sympathy, said to another : "' Tis sad totion in that illustrious body, have turned the thought much," said the Emperor, "and I amn see the fallng tear. It always makes nmy heartattention of the literary world to him in a special happy to say, Monsieur Favre, that before dying ache to see an aged person in trouble." Walkingfanner and made him the lion of the season. M. Cousin became one of my supporters." "1I u te her le kindly asked : " "My good woman,The followin account of lis home, his literary have heard with sorrow that M. Cousin's intel- why these tears-why do you weep?" She tookhabits, and his art collections, from the pen of a lect was considerably impaired at the time of is down thte lhandkerchief, looked up in surprise,Paris colleague, will be of particular interest. death," answered the great advocate imperturb- and bluntly nswered : "I've got the wust coldI. ably. On one occasion only did a new member in my head I've ad for forty-six years."
pray to be dispensed fron introduction at Court,Let us take a look at his writing desk in his and that was M. Berryer. Nanolebn readily ac- VARIE7TIFSsplendid mansion. On it the first object which ceded to lis request. Berryer had defended hiimstrikes the eye is a sheaf of goose-quills, the only when lie was tried by the House of Peers for his PRINCE BLUCHERSon of tic celebrated Fieldone which the great writer empoys. He ex- escaa e at Boulogne, and had been rewarded Marshal, died on March 8, st Radas. He was 78 yearlperiences a certain pleasure in hearing them sing for is eloquent advocacy by being imprisoned Of age.on the blue satin paper which is a favourite with at the Coup d'Etat. Under these circumstances FRANCE is the greatest wheat-producing comm-him. The inkstand is a prosaic block of crystal the meeting between counsel and client might try In the worldl. She produced in 1873,3 gl2,209,000It is the inkstand of the Countes Dash. have been tinctured with unpleasantness, and bushels. The United States rank second. and Russia" She left it to me in her will," says Dumas, Napoleon probably dreaded it most of the two. third.

fand I will use it all my life. But I have It lies within a Sovereign's prerogative to quash ONE of the most famous sites of the festivitychanged the ink. I am better pleased with my anAcademical election, but this bas never bee and benevlece of the metropolis is to be brought-toown, and so are my publishers.' doneOsince Louis XV., at the instance of Madame historn London Tavern.A Pile of letters lay on the table ready for the de Pompadour, rejected Piron. The wit consol- Pnus IX, ays a Rome correspondent, is ore.ofpostman. ed himself by iving the following bit of advice the readiXst, oaa of the mort fluent speakers of the da."They are mostly insignificant," said le. "I te the Chancellor of the Academy, who came to Giveehim a text, and vewit, greaterspromptitude thanyth.receive an incalculable number of them every acquaint him with the Royal decision, and added improvisatoi can string verses together, h a pan pourday, and I have the weakness to answer them. that he felt embarrassed as to how he should ad- forth on the moment a fiood ofeloquence. Ha is a bornOut of ten correspondents, there are seven un- dress the member chosen in Piron's stead. "Oh, steps f Pau rather tha those of Peter, lie wo ld rankknown to me who ask mue sonething, and one or it's very simple," said Piron, " the man will say among the first palpit orators of the day.two who thank me for something. I have a hor- to you, ' Thank you for the honour ;' and you'll A cuRious fact is noted by Prof. Hayden iiror of private secretaries. I o not like that reply, politely, ' It's not worth a thank.'" bis description of the Blue Range of mountains in Colo-gentleman who pokes into your papers, keeps a Piron also composed his own memorable epitaph rado. This is the discovery of vast quantities of dead
grasshoppers on the masses of snow lying on the eldes

copy of your correspondence, and who, after hav- Ci git Piron qui ne fut rien of these r ogged mountains, where boarsow agerly seeking ved on your life, lives on your death by Pas meme Académicien! them for food. At certain seasons of the year, te Pro-brin ngto the__arntedyoyubrifessor 
says, the air is filled with grasshoppear, apparent-evefationsmorress athentic onfyourrivat HOyflying in every direction, to a height beyond human

ife. The secre ysraiya true friend WOW PARLIA MENT SILENCES A ehilled laflying over thase high peaks, and roppingHaving. finished his correspondence, Dumas BORE. on the snow, perish.aorks from eight ei tic morning till noon. Four The Nation says, in speaking of Dr. Kenealy : from BE rlDbtngpubliahes an interesting lettertours a da avesuffced to produce, in twhnty -He will do les harm in the House of Com- France would not be popular with Ge mwar aven eiears, thead and aticdramas whic ti swolo mons than anywhere else. The House las a mans admit that France will not sit down quietly underwond lias read and applauded. H toilauslowly rough-and-ready way of dealing with eccentrici- ber recent disasters. They know she will, some day,pnd conscintiously, with artitic minutenFle copies and i.npnyies w bigm -tics. Everv nuy man who comes within the i id
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I always find changes to make, incidents todramatize, expressions to modify, and idle pas-

sages to cancel. These successive revisions,
made, word for word, pen in hand, are laborious
and even fastidious, but I shall never renounce
then, because to them I owe all that I am.
When at length I present the manuscript to my
publisher, and he takes it from my hands, I am
always tempted to snatch it from him and copyit over once more."

The sarge salon which absorbs the whole of the
first story, with the apartments of Madame
Dumas and lier two daughters, contains as sole
furniture-an enormous table, on which lie pam-
phlets, albums and sketches, an Erard piano, acolossal divan, and a small billiard table. Bil-
liards are a favourite pastime with the new
academician, and lie is an excellent player. His
wife aimd daughters sit in a corner conversing
with a friend. Intimate visitors stand around
the table, judge the strokes, and launch sallies of
wit across the green cloth. Dumas often playswith his painter friends, Vollon, .nd Meissonier.
If e loses, le gives up some of the rare works of
his library. If le wins, le receives a canvasfrom these masters. Thus among the four hun-
dred pictutes of his museum, hle has aèquired

Aeveralthrough the favor of the ivory balls.
After tic me comles the conversation. Thelast new bookis criticised, the last new drama isdiscussed. But whatever it may be, or however

lively it may prove, it cosses at ten o'clock. At
tiat hour Dumas makes his guests understand
that it is time to retire. He yawns, he ruba his
eycs. The greater number rush for their bats,
others protest, but the master remains inflexible.
One by one le puts out the lights, and the recal.
citrants find themselves in the dark. They are
obliged te grope their wa out, hearing the iron.
ical "good-night" of Dumas from the third
story, where is situated his bed-room. ,

Very aingular is this apartment of his, perched
uider tic roof, near the-clothes prese. On thc
niantle of tic chiiiney ia the-bust of Desclé% andmin tic frame cf tic booking gçlass are photographiccarda adorned with autograpi, invitation tickets
admission passs terace-courses, musums, andtie rest. On the walls are hooked drawings,water-colors, old engravings, and the portrait of
Marie Duplessia, the original Dame aux Camelis.
on kneandirsokets are al orts of beautiful
sud fantstic terra cottas.

... ... . . . .'11 r g gha again. They say that if France and Germaa a docriticism of that assembly soon finds his level. go to War again some third power will probably- atp inEvery newconer, it matters not what le is, is und reap the benefit. The writer says that what the
c o ns d e n a io n. G rm ans d read m eut le ot a F ran ce w th a g ood sd

treated at first with courtesy and consideration. stable Gverameat, but a France baaded over by theThe House always listens with attention, and caprice of a man or to the nervoushasuscptbility f a
generally with good nature, to a maiden speech, woman. A stable Government would propably adopt aand anythint like diffidence or nervousness it national policy, and be prudent; the other kind uf Gov-

crament would pursue a break-neck path, and tbe dogs
treats with eniency and generous encourage. o war would h lt slip once more.ment. But self-assertion or bumptiousness it
cannot abide, and it is cruelly mutolerant of bores
and one-idea men. Dr. Kenealy will neet with LITERA R Y.
studious consideration when he first essays to Mas. H. B. STOWE is about to publiaI a newspeak. But if he insista on parading the Orton nove, entitled "We and Our N oigbous."grievance upon the attention of thei House, his 'nitled" eA RNeigbu sreception will be very different from that which MA. THEODORE HARoTIN, on dit, will succcedawaited him at Stoke. The House has many mur A. oHe as ClOrk cf the Privy Council.effective ways of silencing a bore. An animated LONGFELLOW will deliver s ponie at thie Com-conversation carried on in every corner by the ncement a owdoin Colleg is yar, i being theconvrsaioncarred n l evny crne byticfiftieth anniversary cf bis graduation frein that iastitm-varions members seated in their places soon tien.

deadens the voice of even the mnost animated I is undensteod tint Carlyle, wlo lis racext-speaker. A chorus of cries of 'divide,' 'divide,' Iy contributed tooadaer, the articles on th Norwegian'vide,' 'vide,' proceeding from both sides at kings, e ngaged on paper on Joan Knox for th animeonce whenever the speaker opens his mouth, em- periodical
barrasses even the most hardened orator. But Ma. WILLIAM BLACK will contribute to tiethe most effectual way of bringing a one-idea next number of the Cornlull the first instalment of aman, te his sensea is the proess of ' counting short story la which some of the characters of " The
ut,' sd thisi i pnobably the course tant will be Princes of Thule " will reappear.

followedhth he chposa heofse It i a rule THE subscription open in Denmark for thefollowed witH th chosen cf Steke. It isbe rule erection of a statue to.Hans Christian Andersen amountscf tic Houai tint forty niembers must be pre- already ta 18,000 crowns. M. Andersen will attisi bissent. When an orator becomes troublesome, a sventiet yearen the2nd of nextimonth.stam ede of members takes place from the House LONGFELLOw has almost ready for th press ato t e lobbies, or the smoking-rooms, or the translation of the " Niebelungn Lied" int rversesdsalibrary. Some one gete up from a back bench, sacred tragedy-conceived in t erspiit of bis "Judasand calla the Speaker's attention to the sparse Maccabsus "-whih extends to no less than fifteen acts.attendance. The Speaker counte the House, IT is said that when, some weeks ago, offeringflds there are fnot forty members present, orders the Grand Cross of the Bath to Mr. Carlyle, Mr. Disraeli
thl te be r ndtt mentioned that itwas Her Majesty's wish to econfer athc electrc belstobruuc ndtheo anuglassa opension ai the same time froua tho Civil List; but Mr.be turned. The stampeded members stand out- Carlyle declindabot roffers.aide till the sand has run its two minutes' course TEtomba cf Molière and Lafontaine in ticand the electric bells have rung out. The doors Cemetery of Père la Chaise inParL have falln intô de-are closed, there are not forty members, and the cay. The French Minister of Public Instruction basHouai stand.s adjoured till the foll~owing day, written to the Director of Fine Arts proposing instead ofH o u s st n d s a dj u r n d t ll t e f ll i wi n d a , @m p ly ro p a ir n g th e m . th a t m o n u m e n ts h o oroc te d te

when there is a new order of business, and the s pepwoa p thorator of the previous nightb as lost his chance,
and ma not get another till the following ses- b THE literature of horrors is to be soon en)richedsud may net get another tib the floiga5 b b publication cf a work that bas unaccountablysion. Ït is an effective way of silencing a bore." bîtherto eoaped the keenerve oftranslatorceud book-

maker, the Jiemoirs cf Sanson, the horedltary Frenchoxocationer, who officiated at the docapitatiou of LouisHOME AT LAlT.-How artîess I Whe t a sad that Sanson' son, wo wseaiso ou the
H O M E A T L 6 T . H o w rtl e s i W h e n th e scaff cld on the m em orab le 2 1#4 cf Jan n arv , bad et th e

crowded omnibus drives up to a fine three-story Restoratin a secret interview wth Lois XVII. tomansion, one of the young women getting out in- wbom he recounted minutely the death of thelast Frenehvariably remarks, "Home at last !' 'ming. The Memoire have become very rare, even Invari bly e m a k s, H o e at l utFranco. T hey are w ritten in the turgld nd vnlgarlyNu s.-In the revised version f "Gene- sentimental os cIf aphilantropist Whem ste has con-
viée d Brban" l Pais baletof nurses, demmued to o claie aitihe guillotina. Before he died,ith babies an thir carso lle t o f ans<m foundd a perpetual anniversary mass for th-with min ans, foilowcd by a t-oopf repose of the soul of Louis XVI.
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