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too, vhile hi unilte priost and his per-
secuted flock fled to sone nountain fhst-
noss to offer upi the HIoly Sacrifice. the
Cross N'as protected by the willing
hearts and strong inars of' the outlawed
sons of' th Gael. So it lias b)ei in the
most stormy period of' Ircland's liistory
1oir Uic emblens of Christianity inîd of
nationality have bccn blcndod togetier.
J3oth banned and persecuted, both shar-
ing the sane liard itte, is iL any wondei
that botli becaime entwiined with the
vory principles of' lif in the licarts of*
the Irish peasanitrv.

You cannot cloprive an Irishman o' his
nationality and patriotic devotion to
mother-land, neither can you rob hini
of' te religion 0f lis ]homec, of' his hcart.
Thcy are inteinoven and inseparable,
and any attempt to violate the sanctity
of one or the other is sure to Ond in
fiiluie and disaster. On this accourt
we are sorry to find sonmo modern Na-
.tionalists making absurd attempts to
divorce patriotism and religion, and to
impress upon the miids of the Trish
people the notion that the Catholic
clergy are.opposed to the National cause.
This iswrong in.principle, and is founded
upon facts. Many cminent priests in
Ireland are not opposed to the national
movenent; but are strongly opposed te
the teachings and doctrines of certain
leadrs, who would try to enthrono the
Goddess ofLiberty on the altar of Gon,
as the communists hnd iipiously donc
in France. As ministers of Gon they
could:nottolerate thespread of'infidelity,
and. consequently were constrained to
oppose its disciples, though appearing
beforie tlem in the garb oipatriots.
- There is somo truth in this: truth
that it.might be well- for leaders of
Irish national sentiment to weigh well.
There are thousands of good Irishmen
who would sooner sec ielard the veri-
est slave at the foot of England thian to
flnd lier cven a fiee nation with the red
flag of' Communism and infidelity un-
furled as hor national emblems. A peo-
ple wilthout religion are unfit to enjoy
the blessings of liberty, and one :thing
is certain, namely, thiat thc leaders of
fh National novement must bo in ac-
cord, religionsly uas well as politically;
with the massos of the people if'they
inean to succeed. ,Vlien Irelanci flour-
ished as tihe Insula Sanctorum, she was

thon a fiecu ititry, and purcChrisian-
i ty, like a sea of* gl'ory, cover cd ic land,
w h ile la)p1pines nd prosperily blo-sed
lier pople. Ireland was then fre-roo
as the vind that svcep o'ver lier noblo
iiIls-frce lus the wiId waves thatishos

ulpon lier shores.
T iivasion of' tie fielco Nortlimait.

had subsided wlien ih ruless Saxon sot
foot ipon bolr soil. These days of' pill-
-lge, rpin and plunider recall ad mte-
itories, for the dcspoilers overrain the
fair plains of lioly i reland. The st ug-
gle btwcooi the oppressed and opr1 o.s-
sors con ti nued. 'lie Reirimation caie
to embitter the strife-by sCentar'ianl hate.
The death throcs of' defincclss muen, tho
mssaco of' womni and children, tho

h egroais and the torties of
t he victimns of' Eniglish hbtie and r'leligiouis
rancor still cry to is foir vengeance Oin
their Saxonmurderers. The Saxons.
spared nicithelr lge nori- sex, nîeitlor
stroitg mailhood noir pramttliitg innocence,
in thir efforts to root oui. the peal of,
her fibith and the Plride of lier national
lifo.

But thouglh terrible the peisecution
stffered' by oui' fatheis, and though
their blood fortilized every footof' rislih
carth, there are roud mmories con-
nected with thecir sterling' patr'iotisrm
and unflinching httiadhmenont te thte pro-
cious old fhithi; for which they lad wit h-
stood the rack and sword, the knife and
halter. Sucht re the times ofour fthei's
They died leaving to us a noble legacy
ot loyalty te our country-fidelity to
Our faith.

Ai, truly, Ir'elanîd is but the grave of
religiois and political martyrs, and lier
soil is sacred with thei' dust and thoir
bones.

lie knows little of the Irish licar.tand
of Irish luiiniuin tature who imuîagintes
tlit the Irisht of to-day is not actuated
by the saine felinfgs ini this respect as
wer our forefthers, and the soonoi
dhis spirit is reccognîized the botter-. Onîo
thing is certain îiamely the leaders of
thte Nationr I niovemenît in Ir-eland clin
nevei' succeed inlosa they coivince her
people that in liftilig up thtatopprossed
couitry they respect the religious opin-
ions of all classes and ievornce the
cross te which the peasau'y kncel in
lomuage and devotion. Il a word, thy'
must remove injurious impressions that


