October, 1888,

THE CHRISTIAN.

it would have dono thoir missionary spirit no harm
to havo listoned to tho noble appoeals made for the
furtherance of that objeot, It was resolved that
each church bo asked to aid monthly the Home
Mission cause aa far as thoy woro able, A good
plan ia for each church to tako a monthly collection
for that purpose, and if the preachers have not
interest enough in the cause to bring it befure thelr
respeotive congregations, we would ask tho elders
or deacons tu do so. Do not plead puverty, broth.
ron. Wo aro all-able to do somothing, There is
that which we withhold that tendeth to povorty.
Let every Church do something.
Yours fratornally,

B

Sept. 18th, 1888,

Dear Christian: In your issuo for August ap-
peared an article from Mr, Messervey under the
caption, “What do ye more than others?" Many
points in it are noticeable, but I will notice only
oue or two. Ho says *‘we have no organ, yet wo
have received nothing from those who profess to
be apostolic in everythmg " X do not know who
profeeses to be apostolic in everything, but I do
know that wmany who contributed to the Halifax
fund are opposed to tho use of the organ in the
worship of the Lord, David said in his haste,
““All mnen are Hars,” and Bro, Messervey in his
haaste has written equally unadvisedly. One mo-
ment’s reflection would have shown him that he
did not know the sentiments of many of the von-
tributors, as he had no opportunity to do so; yet
he publishes to the world, ‘All we have received
is from those who are called progressives,”
This charge that we, who aregrieved at the innova-
vations brought intothe church for whichChrist died,
are looking on and not making an effort to spread
the true religion, has been made again and again
with just as much truth as in this case. Such
unfairness iends to shut the brethren’s pockets,
For myself I folt, on reading it, I would give no
more to the Halifax fund.

I hope io the future our good brotker will tem-
per his zeal with discretion, as such things are
mischievous in their effect. I have been for years
tryldg-to sulve the problem, *‘What can we do
more than-others?” 1f wo adopt the practices of
others,where is the need of our strusgling to build
churches and church houses, I such a case, those
who love the Lord Jesus as much as we do, have
nothing to gain by mixing with us that 1 can aee,
Another promiuent brother says: ‘“Those who are
as loyal to Christ as I am."” Love and loyalty to
Christ covers all the ground, and Bro. Messervey
may give up the struggle for a separate existence,

JorN Lorp.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTES.

Thirty-four years ago the Disciples of Christ of

the two provinces held their first annual mesting-

in Milton, Thers were aix visitors, or delegates,
at that meeting. This year we had, on Lord's
day, at least 200 visitors. On Lord’s day, in the
aftotnoon, there were 450 in the house and 200 out-
side. Nova Scotia sent a splendid delogation as to
quality, but the quantity was toosmall to mention,
The entertainment was ample and cheerful. The
visiting friends will retain with grateful recollec-
tions their kind and generous hospitality,

Masine gave us a number of visitors from Princo-
ton, Calais, Eastport and Lubec. It is more than
probable that Eastern Maine will bo associated
with us in the work of the mission,

The fellowship one with another-was delightful—
very little murmuting or complaining, The faot
is, the day of wrangling has passed away; the heart
that loves his God, loves his brother. It is the
love of God in our souls that destroys the onui:y

condition of our natures, A crank is a good thing
for a grindstone, but a terribly unfortunate thing
for o Ohristian; overy revolution is tho same, hence
no progress. Evorything must turn the same way,
as according to our cherichod notion; hence the
orank “woars vut life with his religivus whine until
hia religious whinny wears out him,” This one-
sidedness makes the culde uf roligivus truth bend tu
our pet notion, and like the Ephraimite cakes, thoy
were baked t.o much on ono side and nut half
enough on tho othor side.

The spirit of work sevmed to actuate every heart.
Consecration of heart and hands, talents and money,
was the topiz inside and outside of the house, in
consequence of which the business moetings were
well attended, and in perfect harmony with the
spirit of the occasion.

The roports show that raore money was collested
than at any provious meeting. Monday, in this
respuct, was a ‘‘red.letter” day,

The exchange of thought was a very fino feature
of the meeting. Many ore tho now idoas received
upon subjects concerning church work that are
very much needed. This feature ought to bo made
still more prominent at our annual gatherings.
Every meeting ought to make us wiser and better.

There were some questions handed in to tha
meeting for solution relative to the Sunday-achool
and the mission work, This was just as it should
be. We have différent viows in regard to the ways
and means of labor, and the best—and, in fact,
the only—time to settle the differencos and har-
monize our views, 18 when we are together. Wo
can underatand each other better face to face than
when a hundred miles away, Woe think sometimes
that our objections and obstacles are mountains
high. Distance not ouly lends enchantment, but
also dimension, We find, however, when we come
together, and have a friendly, brotherly investiga-
tion, that our mountains are not so high cr great
that they can't bo removed, It is the asscsiation
of kindred spirits and the warm, genial sympathy
of Christian hearts that so strengthens our faith
and love for the cause of Christ that wo are en-
abled to climb over the difficulties we can't remove,
and are, therefore, not hindered in our progress in
the work ef God. '

Our Mondsy evening mission meeting was some-
thing aRaxD. This don't express it, but for the
want of a stropger word, we give it with double
emphasis. Thé houss was crowded; the speakers
wera in their best. Bros, Capp and Barnes wore
called upon to make some remarks respecting the
Sunday-achool, in anawer to a question handed in,
**What Scripture authority have wo for the Sunday-
school 7?7 Their remarks were clear and to the
point, There is power and weight in the presence
and words of & man who is a succossful business
man and yet a successful Sunday-school worker,
and deeply interested in the education and refor-
mation of the youth of our land. May the Lord
give us many more such men,

If there are any whoarve uot able to see a marked,
increased inierest and an cawsrd, advanced move-
ment in the cause of Christ in our provinces, wé
would reccommend that 3656 applications of the
prescnptmn found in Rev, iii.,18, and an attendance
at our next Annual.

A vote of thanks was taken for the Xindness
received from tho hiands and hearts of the brethren
in Iord’s Cove and vicinities, after which Bro.
\Vard -made a warm, appropriate speech in behalf
of the Lords Cove church for the good they had
received.from the annual gathering,

Then the closing hymn, “The Sweet By-and-
Bye,” and then the parliog, never to all meet again
on earth, But, it is safe to say, we will all remem-
ber for many years the pleasant meetings and happy
greetings of our 84th Annual Meetivg.

H. MuRrray.

AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN
HALIFAX,

Bro. W, J. Messorvey, in the July number of
the CHRIsTIAN, writes as follows; ‘‘Now, who
who waots an Apoustolioc Church in this cityt It
can't bo thuso who are oppused to the organ; we
have nu urgan, yet we receive nothing frum thuso
who profess to be apustolic in overything. What
we have recsjved has been frum those who-aro
called progressive.”

1st—All those who aro apostolic in faith and
praotice desire to see an Apostolic Ohurch built up
in this eity of Halifax; and thosame in every other
city and community in che world,

2nd—**We receive nothing from those who pro-
foss to bo apostolic in everything What we have
receivod has been from those who are called pro-

&rossive,” Let.us spread the mautle -of charity

over this statoment, and suppose that the writer
knew not what ho said. The church in Halifax
has always had our sympathy, and a part.of our
money, 00, and Disciples elsewhere have been and
are now contributing of -thoir means to support
and build it up. Many of these contributing Dis-
ciples, whose numes have appeared in-the published
veports of money received, we know profess to.be
apostolic, and-we have no knowledge, nor has the
writer of the aboveo any ground for assuming, thas
any more than a very fow class themselves with
“those who are called progressive,’” One cungre-
gation in this county of the apostolic order has
given in one yeat, in aid of the' Halifax church,
about one hundred dollars. This church is itself
poor in this world’s goods, and at preseat laboring
under obligations at home, whigh it-is bound to
meet beforo again engaging in operations abroad,
But the Halifax brethren have been -assured:of
liberal assistance, when the proper time comes, if
they continue worthy. It is not grateful or wise
to cast stones into the well which has quenched
our thirst.

3rd—*“Honor to whom honor is due.” It is
right that these Disciples should have justice.and
the oredit which is due them. )

4th—What assurance are the brethren in Balifax
ready io give that they really want an Apostoiic
Church built up in Halifax. The body of Disciples
in these provinces are yet loyal to apoatnho order,
but some are beginning to ape the scotarian churches
in some things, and teachers ars now sometimes
found among us who try to seduce the Diaciples from
their steadfastness in the simplicity of Christianity,
We suspect that Bro. M. has recently been under
the tutilage of une of these, and being very young
in Ohrist, very ardest in zeal, and unsuspecting,
has been imposed upon.

65th—Weo hope the brethren in the Maritime
Provinces will take no. oftence from the utterauces
of this brother, or withhold their aid on t.hu ac-
count; we belisve him to be a good man, and one
who is willing to learn what is right, and ready to
do it.

I do not know as I would have anawered the
article of our brothers had it not been for & note
of Bro. Burr's of suid article in the next number
of the CHRISTIAN, saying it was worth ita weight
in goid. I opsued my oyes very wide just then
and thought, is it pogsible that Bro. Burr puts so
little value on gold as to compare it to such a pre-
cious metal? My thoughts run back to what God
aaid to Job aftor ho had tried him and proved bim
and restored him to his former prosperity: *‘Job,
where were you when I laid the foundation of the
earth and gave tha-seas their bounds, and so on "
Where were you and 1, Bro. Measervey, when the
pioneers of thisreformation dug up these sscred
truths from under the mists and rubbish that
Babylon bad heaped. upon them, and established
tie pure worship of (od, and left their watchman
on Zion's walls, and charged them to walk -abou



