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MINING MACHINERY.

We are plensed to notice that attention
is still being directed in the press of the
snstern Proviuces, to the fact of capital
being kept out of the Britich Columbia
mining camps, owing to the heavy duty
on machinery from the United Statee,
Amoug those who are warmly interesting
themselves in this direction is Captain
R. C. Adame, of Montreal, whose cogent
writings are well-known and appreciated
by the mining papers of the United
States. Recently a correspondent of the
Victorin 7imes has remarked that under
the Wilson 8ill, copper ores, metal etc.,
are placed on the free list, and since ali
the large cpper propertics of the Koot
enay country lie near the boundary line,
the down grade lying into the United
States, where the ore could be treated at
moderate cost. the teadency would bhe to
have the Canadian product shipped there
for reduction. Mauy of the Kootenay
mines being owned ia the United States
there would he little left in Canada ex-
cept the money nctually expended on the
mines themselves, It has been observed
in this connection that reduction ma-
chinery costs many times more than ke
mines and the expeases of _their develop-
ment which fully bears out the remark
of a correspondent of the Tamnes that:
“if an Amcrican can haundle this ore as
cheaply in the United S:ates and save
the high duties on machivery and all
other supplics and ut the same time avoid
the numerous petty fces and dues ex-
acled on this side of the line, he will
most assuredly put his machinery where
it is under the protecrion of his own gov
ermiaent, and puts the most money in
Lis pocket.” 1t iy held that although the
law providces tiaat aining machinery not
made in Canada can be imported free of
daty, Canadian machinery has not so far
secured the contidence of the miners who
are not indeed assured that they can
obtzin the appliauces they require on
this side thie line. In o.der then to prevent
the ore being seat away for treatment, it
would Ube in the interest of mineral de-
velepment to have the daties zemoved
fre ~ wachinery brought in from the
United States, The very fact of theex
istence of this duty prevents, it is con-
tended, the investment of large sums in
the mines of this Province which, every
thing considered, has reason to expect
thar in the tasiff revision that is now
being prepared this particular matter will
receive special attention, It is upon its
minces that British Columbia must largely
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'depcnd, and this ULeing the case the
question is not of one individuals but of
the entire community.

THE MIDWINTER FAIR.

The San Franciseo Mid-Winter Fair is,
according to Iatest advices, 1o Yave irs
dur.ation extended unti!l the cnd of July,
and it may vet be deternined to curry it
on well into August, thut is if the pros-
pecis of its further success are at all
promising. ‘T'he ostensible reason for the
proloagation already resolved up-n is
that the fair was not opened until nearly
a month after the time ongzinally deter-
mined on, while the change will, it is
qaid, easble & better display tobe made
of the deciduous fruits of California. It
has under the new order of things been
determined to malke the fourth of July —
Independence Ilay  the pgreat day of the
Fair, and as was the case at Chicago
there will be a vatiety of speciar days.
We notice, however, that M. H. De
Young, propricior of the San Prancisco
Chroaicle. and Director-General of the
IFair, is now having a -~ontroversy with
the newspaper men of that city he having,
they sav, fmpugned their reliability and
characterized them as devoid of integrity,

The [ ress Club, not unnarurally, has de-
cided tha. the big man of the fair has been
zuilty of gross unprofessional conduct, and
has cited him to appenr and show cause
why he should not be expelicd from the
organization. The menthers of the club,
moreover, have signitied tLieir intention of
refusinge to participate in the celebration
of Press Dasat the Fair. We have no
idea of the merits of the case ; but it is
noteworthy that not unfrequently news-
paper men when at the head of any en.
terprise are accustcmed to treat journal-
ists of all descriptions witk far less con-
sideirtion than do other people, but in
the present instance inasmuch as the
Chronidde isbhy no mcans the only organ
of public opinion in San !rancisce, Mr.
e Young, Director-General, ete., will,
if at all in the wrong, bemade the ob-
dect of no small amount of adverse critic-
frm aud ceusure. For our part we hope
12t the reporters and cditors, if they are
it the right, will assume theic legitimate
position and vindicate it no matter who
suflers.

WAGES AND SALARIES.

There is now Lefore the Provincial Leg-
islature a il introduced by Mr. Horne,
which provides that wages for three
months shall be a preferred claim in case
of assignment. We are glad to sce that
this measure hae< taken its sccond reading,
the principle involved being thereby af-
firmed Ly the House. The PPremier, too,
cndorsed the propusal, saying it was a ne-
cessary complement to the Act now in
force respecting seizares by the sheriff.
Under the law as at present cmployes
have no protection whatever except as or-
dinary crediters when an assignment for
| the Lenetit of creditors takes piace.

i We have known numerous cases in
which the law as now exisiing has been
productive of very great hardahips, inas-
much as not anfrequently out of consider.
ation for an cmployer who had expect-
ations of making both ends mee: or of

satisfactorily arranging his affairs, em-
ployers have allowed their wages to run
only to discover that they have been
Ladly left. There can be no question that
the abstention from bringing matters to
a climax has very frequently been to the
advantage of the bedy of ereditors, though
in some cases it has doubtless been
abused to their prejudice. However, asa
rule the itemn of overdue wages is not as
a rulea very large item on the liability
side of the sheet.

nanry TIMES.

The Winnipeg Conumnercial contains the
following: *“Fhe most of the talk one
hears about hard times in \Winnipeg this
winter is really sound .nd nothing more.
Some one—perhaps one who is a little
slow in his pay nents tadks  gloomily
about hard tines, and Lis story is re-
peated by others who necome sympatheti-
cally aflected thercby. Mauy men who
are ‘n a position to speak with nuthority,
state that they cannot see any material

difference  between this  and  average
scasony.”
The following i~ from :he Toronto

Meadl: “RHightly enough, an cmphatic de-
nial has beea given to the statenent that
there is preat destitution in the Cana.
dian Northwe -*  bat had 1he remark
been made of Britinh Coluinbia, 3t could
not Le so readily coutradicted. In the
cities of Vancouver and Victoria there
iy so much want that the president of the
British  Columbia Benevolent Soclety
declares the Provincinl Gorernment
should assist by granting relief. This,
however, is not nccessarily a reflection
upon Canada. for President Burns adds
that very wmany of the destitute have
come from the United States.”

1t would be foolish to attempt to denv
that a certain amount of distress actual.s
prevails in the two leading cities of the
Province—not so much, however, as the
Muil believes—but, as the IMail says,
very many of the destitute come from the
United otates, while such of our cwa
people as have bheen matuly atllicted have
bheen injured by the influx of strangers
whom hard times had driven from across
the line or who had come in from the
country beeause they were not content
to remain on the farmms and earn their
livelihoods as their fathers did before
them. Winunipeg and other Eastern
centres have had their days of de-
pression aud consequent distress among
the poorer classes; but, as is the caze
with the prairic capital, that time is now
over, witile in Qaebce and Oatario, which
have also suffercd, matters are reported
to bz in a better condition then for long
past. So will it be here beforc long.
There is nothing to keep us back, and
already weare glad to hear many ofour
people expressiug themselves most hope-
ful, and indecd. confident a5 to the
future.

AT the .ast Lundon fur sale, 1,500,000
maskrat sKins, 220,000 raccoon skins, 200,-
0X) skunk skins anad 13,000 Leaver skins
were s0ld, the result being a decline of 17}
per cent. on skunk, 124 on Leaver and 100n
taccoon skins,




