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Correspondence.

Dispensing Difficulties.
Hituer CANAI )uucisy:

I have on hand a sample of hisnuth
subnitrate, which, wlen mixed with ac.
hydrocyanic, becomes quite black. Vhat
is the inpurity in the bismnuth ?

I have -also ilad sodium salicylate
wiuich becanie quite dark whcn dissolved
in water, and after two or three days the
solution bsecane almost as black as ink.
What was the msatter with this samiple ?

Toronto, May 5th, t895. J.A.
[Can soie of'our readers explain these

difficulties ?--En. C.D.]

College of Pharmacy.

''hie annual graduating exercises of the
St. Louis College of Pharnacy took place
April s Sth, before a large and appreciative
audience. Tihe degrées were coniferred by
Prof. E. P. Valsh, vice.president of the
college. The class this year was excep-
tionally large, numîbering no less than
forty.six niembers. The progrmme was
interspersed with musical selections by
Saenger's orchestra.

The conferring of degrees was followed
by a valedictory on behalf of the faculty,
delivered by Prof. H. M. Whelpley. He
congrailated the class in welt.chosen
terms on the intellectual victory which
they had achieved. He dwelt at length oti
the responsibilities of their chosen calling.
The commercial side of pharmacy, he
said, was fast being superseded by its pro.
fessional aspects. He closed >y exhorting
the members of the class of '9i fo emu-
late the greatness of the graduates. who
had gone before them, and never by
word or deed. to cast odium upon the fair
name of their aima matej.

A pleasing feattre of.the exercises was
the presentation to the faculy of a beauti-
fully-engraved class plate by the class -of
'75, in commemoration of the twentieth
anniversaiy of their graduation.

Suggested B. P. Emulsions.*

ny CLAUDU F. HOMxv.
The present-day demand forclegant phar-

macy and agreeable medicine warrants,
at least, the consideration of the claim of
emulsions to a place in the next pharma-
copœia. The object of the present note
is to suggest a few formule for the t. nul-
sions most frequently in request. Speak-
ing generally, a creamy emulsion is to be
preferred to a paste, and as to flavor those
I have suggested are what are peisonally
agrecable to myself ; but tastes difTer, and
these can be changed. Gui acacia hias
been adoptcd as the enîulsifying agent,
because of its being ready for use soonser
than tragacanth, gthatti, Irish msoss, etc.,
and requiring less preparation.

The. followinîg is the susggested formula
for emntulsio olci uorrhuaîs:

Paer read, at the Edinburlh tcemis' . i,tant5 A-.
sociation.

Take of-
G in acacia ............. . i ounce.
Co:-livei Oi ..... ............ 4 ounces.
Elixir of saccharin ....... 4o mianuims.
Oit of cassi .............. a milinisis.
1lypophosphite soda ......... t6 grains.
y1 >1y pop sphite of im. . 16 grains.
)istillet water, q.s. tu make.... 8 Iluid ors.

Make mucilage by dissolving the gun
acacia in two ounces of the water. To
this gradtally add two ounces of cod.liver
oil, stirring constantly until a thick cimul.
sion is formed, then add two ounces more
water, in whichi the hypophosphites have
previously been dissolved, and stir in as
before'the remainder of the ail. Add
next the saccharin elixir and the ail of
cassia, mix thoroughly, and make ui to
eight fluid ounces with distilled water. A
50 per cent. white creamy emulsion is
thus produced. 75 per cent. of cil cati
casily be incorporated, but such an Cmul.
sion réquires more flàvoring, and is not
so well tolerated by the stomach.

In preparing tLe enulsion thé whole
gum, which cati be broken up in a mortar
to facilitate solution, should be used in
preference to the powder, and the iuci-
lage should be prepared fresh when re-
quired, the tendency to acidity being thus
prevented. The formula would necessi-
tate the inclusion of elixir of saccharin
and ail of cassia in the B.1. The former
is a very useful preparation, and that sug.
gested by the B.P.C. unofficial formula
committee should.be chosen. Theemul-
sio olei morrhuæ of the B.P.C. is not so
good as the abuve. Its sickly color is an
objection, and eggs are not well suited
for pharmaceutical manipulation even
when they can be obtained fresh. A sai-
isfactory castor ail emulsion is also, I
think, a B.P. want. The nsistura olei
ricini of the present B.P. is, I think, ob.
jectionable, because of its being prepared
with liquor potassæ2, and because of the
quantity directed to be used, the maxi-
mum dose, 6o drops, -being required for
each six drichms of ail; of course this
may not do much harm in the form in
which it is taken, but it is an emulsion
that is wanted, not a soap.

From the following formula a perfect
emulsion can besmade containing 50 per
cent. of ail:

Take of-
Gum acacia................ X ounce.
Castoroil.................. ý1 "
Elixir of saccharin.......... 20 minisns.
Oit ofalmonds ,........... a "
Oit of coses............... 3 "
Distilled water, q.s. to make. 8 fluid ozs.
Malt and cod-liver oil is now frequently

prescribed, and a good thick emulsiosi
can be made froni this formula:

Take of-
Gun acacia.................... ounce.
Cod-liver oil.... ; .. ........... 4 Ounces.
Liquid malt extract............. 4 "
Mix the malt extract with the gun

acacia, lut the mixture stand for four
hours, tlen gradually stir in the cod-liver
ail. No flavoring is required,.hbut a few
drops or saccharin elixir n4,be added.
A msore liquid preparation ay t;e. made

by dissolving the gui, in two ounces of
water, addmng onue ounce of liquid tmait
nxtract, and stirring in slowly une ounce
of cod-liver ail.

Tie only othier emnulsion in muclh de.
mand is cod.liver oit with eucalyptus,
whiclh miglht be termed emulsio cucalypti
co., or emîulsio olei morthu: cutis cuca-
lypto, or crenor. eucalypti co. Froniithe
following formula a satisfactory prepara.
tion can be made:

Take of-
Gun acacia................ ounces.
Cotl.liver oit............. 4 "
Oit of eucalyptus.........a drachs.
Elixir of saccharin..... ... drachin,
Oit of cassia .............. 2 drops.
Distilled water, g.s. to mlake. 8 fluit ots.

lrepare in the sanie way as cod-Iiver
oil emitilsion, adding the eucalyptus ail
after the cod.liver oit. The flavoring,
may be left out entirely; in fact, there is,
a danger of over-flavoring emulsions with
the idea of makinig them very palatable ;
but disagreeable cructations are apt to
occur after swallowing too highly flavored
preparations. In closing this fragmen.
tary note, I should like to say that soie.
of the formule given are not quite suit-
able for stock preparations. They are
merely suggestions for B.P. preparations,
which, when prescribed, pharmacists can
make up fresh, as ought always, in these
instances, to ie done.-Pharaceutical
journal and Transactions.

Ci'osote SYrUp.

Von G. Vulpius (Sudd. Apoth. Zig.,
1895, No. 16).recommends the following
procedure for making a syrup containing
to per cent. of creosote: Triturate io
parts of beechwood cieosote with 3,q
parts of calcined: magnesia ; let it stand,
well covered, for several days, mixing it
cvery hour for a few minutes ; then pour
upon it gradually, with constant stirring,
a mixture of 16> parts of peppermint
water and 70 parts ofsimple syrup. The
odor.and taste cain still more be covered
by the addition of o drops of spirit of
peppermint. Anotier, more convenient
though not more expedient,..process is
this: The m:ignesia and crèosote:in the
above proportions are put into 'a bottle
and moistened with the peppermint
water; then the simple -syrup is added,.
and the whole is vigorously shaken. This
is repeated at intervals of a few houis.
At the end of two days- the mixture will
havesbecome thick, so as to he unable.to
low ; but by vigorous shaking or stirring
with a glass rod,:it can-herendered liquid
again,, after which it will nôt solidify
again. On the contiary, the mixture be-
cormes more limpid every day, but re-
mains homogeneous, separating only after
-long standing, or not at all.-Merik's
Report.

Messrs. Archdale Wilson. & Co. report
that thuir advance orders for fly pads are
mîsucti larger this year tian evur before.


