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On the Dispensing of Powders for
Prescriptions.
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in some of the recelt issues tif the drug
journais the dispensing of iedicines in
powders has been alade a subiect of remark.
While this form) of exhibiting niedicines is
one of the simiplest. it n ill bc admnitted that
as fretîently done, even in stores of good
reputation, there is a great defal of inaccur-
racy in the perfoni:înce. In the preparation
of the iaterials ubich, wien coipounded,
form the reiedy, the exact and thorough
mixture of all ihe conpounds frcquently -S
lnot effected. Wherc morphine, arsenous

acid, or corrosite sublimiate are ordered, the
division of anv of these is secured by the use
Of a triturate of the :ctitc renedv n itl sugar
of mîîilk, tsing eiglt grainîs of the triturate to
represent one grain of the remcd% , these
triturates are frequently kept on hand, thus
making iie diffusion eiglt ties malle ter
tamt.

lh'Ie iorder in which the naterals are put
into the mortar is quite important, and the
kind of motnanr used is also to be regarded ;
a close-grained porcelain niortar, free from
any uneven places, or litile stans or ioles,
shouild alwavs bc selected for the purpose.

A snall portion of suigar of ilk or the
mildest ngredient is triturated in the niortar
in prevent the active ingredient froi adher-
ing to the stnface ; after iis the mîost active
renedv is added and nbbed% with that
aIrcady in the morta- uttil thoroughly miixcd.
when the other 'ctivc ingredients arc to be
added, each being well mnixed wth the
otier- and. lastly, the renainder of the
lcast active material is added and thoroughly
miîxcd.

Tie proper division of the pinder into
the numnber of palpers directed is next to be
accompfflished. Vern ingenious apparatus
have becn made to effect this purpose, but
as yet fCew have been sold so far as nv cx-
periencce xtends. The connonest way for
dividing and the Icast reliable is to guess aI
it by taking ont oi the end of the spatula
about as mutch as the operator thinks wvill
mliake the proper quantitv for one palper, and
having distributedl the whitle quantity into
the numbcr of papers ordercd, those which
seem to be cither tou light or tuo leavy arc
correctcd: this il neeti only lie smaid is gucs' -
lg about til division.

Anoticr and nuch better metnhod is to
Npread the powder to bc divided upon a
grouiind.glatss plate, arrange it into a parai-
iclogran of eten thickness, and mark off
the nuiner of parts into vhich it should be
divided willh a straight-cdgc spatia across
the plate. Those who practice ibis imethoid
succeed in naking divisions thiat are wth
a fraction of a grain. Grcater accuracy can
be attaincd by tsing a glass slah to the under
ide of which lias been pasted a picce of

letter paper upon which have been ruled six
or cight parallel lines; at riglit angles ta
these an equal nunber of lines have also
been ruled, all ai equal distances; at the
inargins of the paper the nuimbers a, 2 3,
etc., arc made betweenî the lines so that any
given number can be inade by nultiplying
one numier by any other that wvili give the
desirec riunber of powders. Wlien odd
numîbers, such as 13, 17 or 19 are ordered,
the best plan is to neigh off the :3th, 17th or
19th of the whiole neiglt and then the re-
inainde, n ill Ie erv readily divided in the
nianner above described. For those wlico
prefer a taore finished affair than that just
described, the glass slab should have the
edges beCeled, and the unes etched tini si,
the figures being engraved on the beveled
edge. -An. Journal of pharn.

New Use for 1. R. Nipples.

A nev use for the nipple ntlier than a ncans
of conveyanice of liquid Io Ilhe greedy1 maw-
of the infant is lere suggested. in an
admlirable classic contributed to the litera-
ture of Pharimacy miany years ago by Mr.
Henry Bliroth. of Chicago, we believe muany
tises for this little rubber contrivance othier
than that foi wl'ch it was prinarily :îîtcnded
were ientioned. Folloving this distin-
guisled lead, no lcsitancy as felt in laying
this humble offering before the pharnaccu-
tical wîorld for consideration.

It is well known that the corks used to
stopper botles containing certain liquids
have an invincible tendency to leave the
ncck of the vial ; of these, those bottles con-
tainng castor ail afford a good example.
Simply dramvng an ordinary tapering nipple
over tle cork and down the neck ofthe vial
vill prevent ibis. Of course il is not cx-
pectcd that every ten cent boule of où is to
bc tius provided, but those dirty bottles
whici have such a chronic tcndency to re.
appear for filling on Saturday niglt miiighît
be ilus treated. Truc, the enterprising
druggist night use the nipple ina lieu of a
chrono and advertise the mseans of inducing
peristalsis, vhere perstalsis wvas tardy, and
a handsone and tseful article thrown in-
ail for ten cents.

A more extended and satisfactory use of
the nipple, however, is afforded those who
hande acids largcly. Here, there would be
no accessity for resorting to the vile snelling
pastc of flaxseed andl plaster of Paris, lied
over %ith a piece of bladder to secme the
glass stopper. A well inserted glass stopper,
ircated with a nipple as indicatei would for
ordinary purposes be amiply sufficicnt, es.
pecially ifcare be taken to select one that
ightly clasped the neck of the bottle and

for the larger sized vessels a finger col would
suflice. For security of transit by freight
somne might consider il necssary to lie
arounîd the base of the iipple or cot with
stinn.

lerhaps the nost satisfactory use of the
nipple as an adjunct to pharnacy andi medi-
cinle, is as a capper for bott!es containing
otlensvel.v odorous articles, as iodoform
and the like. To the physician is this use
of the nipple especially serviceable, for it
enables ain to carry around with him n his
instrument bag, carbolic acid, iodoform,
tincture iodine and the other indispensibles
to practice-substances contained in bottles,
the corks of which apparently seem endowîed
with a deternination to drap out and spill
their contents over bandages and instru-
maents, to the great detrinent of the latter.-
Rock- Mountain Druggist.

Some Suggestions for Salesmen.

Goud salesmten do noat give a thought to
personal appearance in busy momients.

One of the best stlesnen savs the seller
should onraly talk enougi ta keep the buyer
talking.

The best salesnan of the future will noi
be ignorant or illiterate-the day for such
has gonie by.

It is certanly truc that salesmien of ready
and fluent speech, good talkers, are often sur-
passed by those who say little.

There is a naximn, 'Mhen yu buy, keep.
one eye on the goods and the other on the
seller. When you sell kcep both eyes on the
buver."

Somne purchasers are as fond of talking as
the man wiho talked to hinself when there
wvas no one else to listen, and gave as a rea-
son that le "liked to talk to a good nan,
and liked to hear a good mati talk."

Salesien whio are good listeners are isu-
ally good observers, and consequently they
grow intelligent. If a point can be made
clear at aIl it is al the clearer by brcvity,.
and sensible pepole prefer evidence ta ele.
quence.

One of the best faculties of speech for a
salesnan as il is for any person who has lo.
convince otiers, is that of a short, plain and
pithy illustration. It strikes borne. .ong-
winded stories are tedious, and si tre hob-
bies.

The salesman speaks to explain, convince
ani persuade, and he should keep his final
ami constantly in mind. He knows instant-
-ly the effect lie is producing, and the more
favorable il is the bctter he can talk, because
his facilties are encouraged.

Salesmen are the nost impout..t of alI
young clerks, says a weil known merchant.
A good one will always increase your busi-
ness. add to your profits, and b- of the same
service as a partner would have been. A
po->r salesman vill drive away trade, and
may ruin your pîospects. Let " fancy" men
sever.Iy alone. Avoid ail "haud" fellows.

The salesnan vho thinks of the meaning
and feels the power of a word when he uses
it will naturally speak it earnestly and with,
the right emphasîs. Otherwise he will not
emphasize it at all, and il is possible that a
sale may hang uponi the emphasis given to
a few important words.-Michigan Trades-
man.
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