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Bisinlltthm salicylicum baiceum.-This
preparation lias secured for itself a per-
mnuent place in therapeutics ad is eager.-
ly soughtafter, so tiat soimietimies wC have
iot beeln able to ianufacture it fast
.1nough. Of course, the price aflected by
sharp competition is already so depressed
that only transactions on a large seafle eni-
sure a moderate profit. For dit rest it
slould not exci(e surprise if, fromi the
surgeon's point of view, the idea of usinîg
this sait also as a substitute for iodofori
were to take root.

JBromum.-Thie agremenit existing be-
tween the National .Bromiine Company in
1hiladelphia ad the United Germian
Bromine 1 roducers is at an end. Accord-
ing to this the Aimericais were not to of-
fer or sell bronine or bromides on the
Europeai market, while the saine restrie-
tion vas l-tid ipon the Gernmn producers
witht respect to America. lii consequence
of want of unîanimity amnong the miiembers,
the Aiericai union was dissolved, and
the latter, ins despite of the treaty, oflered
bronmine and bromnides iii Europe. It is
said that 10,000 lbs. of bronine have been
alrcady shipped to France.

Under such circuistances reprisais on
the part of the German producers, wliichà
have so far made theiselves evident ins a
reductiogi of prices of bromine to the ex-
tent of 20 per cent., coùld not fail to ob-
tain. A furtier reduction still is in no
way uinlikely, as whien two powerful part-
ies begin to underbid 011e aniother the enmd
of the rivalry is not casily forescen.

Althiough thecefore the value of broum-
ine has already fallen 20 per cent., no aIl-
teration in the preparations of that Cie.
ment, bronuide of potassium .and other
saltsg lhas yet taken place in Geriîany, be-
cause in reference to the sale of thicîr ire.
parations there exists hre a special coi-
bination of producers theat for the present
is. not inîclinled to take anIy notice of the
altered canditio.1s. 11How loig it vill be
able to naintaii this attitude is of courge
another quîestion, and will depend upon
whetlier the price of broinliue -ii Aimlerica
uidlergoe!s a furthici reduution or Iot As
a matter of fact., bromide of potassiiuim
and other s:dtzs, on the basis of the presenit
prices of bromtiie in Amie-ica, are of1ered
at lower figures thian theo Germain goods,

althh in this respectit iiuist b remonm-
betred that the Aierican product on ac-
coiut of its content of chlorides (5 to G
per cent.) dots not correspond to Uit re-
quirenients of the Phearacopoia.

CMtorofmormnim. - Tu conisequence of
competition at hionme and abroad prices
have recc.ntly beei reduced by the United
Germian manuîfacturers, and now approxi-
mate to thieir earliest lowest level, which
ini spite of the cheaper prices of clioiinat-
ed'lmîîe and spirit whiclh then ruled, was
regarded as insuflicient to enable the pro-
ductionlto pay.

Tihe chloroforim purified by Pictets
freezing-out process lias just appeared in
comiîmiierce, and the answer to the question
wlhiethlcr it will rcalize the hiopes cherishied
with regard to its action may ho therefore
soon expected. The remlloval of hiiglier
chlorinated comîpouIds, tlie presence of
which is quito concoivable, appears to be
effected at -70° C., whilst the chloroforim
itself only solidified under -100° C. Accord.
ing to oui experienvc the chloroform so
purified is diluted to dit official specific
gravity of 1.487 withi alcoliol. This pro-
ceeding ahmnost points to the conclusion
that uniisatisfaicto-y observatio'ns have been)
already made as to the stability of the
product, otherwiso a body so carefully
purified would scarcely be subjected to
the risk of contmnination anew by the ad-
ditioi of alcoliol. At anly rate a profes-
sional .judlgment will be of mure scrvice
here also thai the saiguinie and confident
prediction so generally affected, whici
only too oftei gives hiopes and desires the
precedhence of actual discoveries. Whieth-
er the very highi price of the imuproved
preparation is couiterbalanced by the ad-
vantages of its application can only b
deterinied after a long period of observa-
tions carried out by cliemists amnd thera-
peutists in co-operation.

Creolinum.-The employment of tihis
remiedy is constantly increasing, and ex-
tends principally in the domiain of voter-
inary miedicine, whiere it continually grovs
in favor for the treatmnent of itch and
other diseases of a parasitic nature.

Dmdoubisnm.--This alkaloid, well nigh
forgottenu imedicinally, has beeci newly re-
comnemded as a prompt sedative in psy-
choses associated witl conditions of ex-
citement. It is said to b preferable to
hiyoscine in its freedon from danger, and is
subcutaneously used as sulphate ins doses
of -,u t: . grain.

Jodopyrine.-Thiis new iodine derivative
of antipyrin has not yet.passed the exper-
imental stage of its existence. As at in-
teresting fact, ve inay mention that pa.
tent rights have been applied for in re its
application to engraviiig ipon metal inl-
stead of the corrosive substaices generally
emiploycd.

Lanolinum.-A patent las been recent-
ly gramted for the preparation of a 'sulph-
uiïated lanoline by la-ating the latter wvithc
20 per cent. of llovers of sulphur. Primn-
arily it is iitended to enploy the new
proluct in the produc'tion of mnedicinal
soaps. If, as mîay be assumned, the sulphur
be contained therein in a readily absorbed
formi, its miedicinal use iîay perhaps devel-
op to a far greater extent, siiiii!arly to that
of ichthyol, whicli is also due to the su-
puir it contains.

orphinnm.z-The fate of the Ymnw
opium harvest is so far not definitely de-
cided, but aIl sigis iidicate that it will
furnisli ai abundant yield. One can.
scarcely go far vroig in estimatiig the
total result at 8,000 cases, while durinsg
the past year only about 0,000 cases were
harvested. Besides this new yield about
2,000 cases of old .stock niust be added,

wiicl are to be fouimd in second ad third
liands in Smlyrnla, Conlstanîtinoplo and Sa-
lonica, so that the new season will open
with about 10,000 cases. -li the opium
market it lias not becn possiblo to overlook
the significance of these fa-:ts and desires,
which inideed have fouid expression ii a
i eduction of prices.

Important transactions have beenî clos.
cd at these reduced prices, after vhich,
however, the market becaie firmu agai n.
Most sellers lave witlidrawn their oflers
and prefer to temporise ; because they are
of opinion tiat the crops Inay have heen
over-estiiiated, and that, even ini the mnost
favourable cases, all good chances have
been discounted by tho existent condition
of the market.

«With refercice to the Morphine prices
no delfinite opinion can so far be formed.
Thanks to a strong demand for morphine,
mianufacturers ba e been able for soipe
tinc to isolate tlieiiseles fromt the de-
pressing influence of the Sinyrna opium
market, and to mnaintain ligher claims
later, Iowever, they have been obliged to
take the altered conditions into consid(eia-
tion. The newly acquired firnness in the
opium market las, of course, not failed to
exert a corresponding eficet lere also. 'he
value of morphine has incrcased, and tie
nanufacturers stand by that position, be-
cause they dho not mnucli like to rui the
risk of the iaterial for later deliveries be-
ing dearer.

Podop1qllotoxianw.'~Our knowledge of
the constitueits of podophylluim rhizome
has been considerably increased by the in-
teresting work of Xuersten. We doubt,
liowever, whether the crystallised podo-
phyJ]otoxin discovered by him> will be suc-
cessfully introduced as a iediciial agent,
as principally the ollicinal podophyllin is
ordered, and even the podophyllotoxi.î
"Podwyssotzki" hitherto used lias founld
its chief consuners in the departiment of
patent medicine manuifacture.

Resorcinum.--Thie medicinal use of this
dioxybenzol is still on the inci ase, and
its use has during the past year undergono
a considerable dovelopiient. With refer-
ence to its testing, accordinsg to ithé ier-
man Pharinacopoia, we have to rengirk i
that so far no resorcin lias cone under .our
notice which reacted neutral in solution
a feebly acid reaction las been, always
perceptible, anid consequently this reluire-
muent of the "Arzneibuch" does3 not appear
to bc at present capable of being -met.
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Alloes.-The three cent'es of proiluction,
or rather of export of aloes,.yield-anùmI-
]y, on the average, about the 'folo ng
quantities:

lombay .... .......... 50,000 kilo;
South Africa (Cape Town);2U0,O00..«
Cuîrncao and Barbadoes.. 170,000 .

Tjhe Bo.nkay aloes -are girii>cipally, (le
rived fron the Aloc pcrryi, a wide spread.
plant on the chalk. plaitaùx of Socotra
which yields the Socotra aloes of coi-
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