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propose o ask. The simple facts of the case are, that their traffic
is being curtailed by the operation of the Scott Act, and they want
some legislation that will stop this diminishing of their business.

The liquor traffic is our country's greatest eurse. There, is no
political fact Letter known than this; there is no proposition of
political science more fully or more clearly demonstrated. Men
who ate working for the extension and perpetuation of the liquor
traffic are working against all the best interests of society; they
are working in the interests of our country’s ruin and shame,
Legislation in favor of drink would be retrograde, unpatriotic and
sinful.

Our parliament exists for the conservation and benefit of
society. In the carrying out of these objects it has been steadily
restricting and curtailing the awful curse of drink-selling. Any
other line of action would be a turning aside from the legitimate
functions of a legislative body, and would be treason to the com-
munity that elected it. The drink traffic antagonizes socicty, legis-
lation is for the protection of society, legislation must be against
the drink-traffic. Good government must antagonize the liquor
business, and every one knows that the liquor business antagonizes
good government. The audacity of the whiskey-sellers is un-
paralleled. It is a direct insult to a government that exists to pro-
tect society against cvil, to ask it to protect an evil against socicty.
The people are sick of the whiskey business, and the whiskey busi-
ness must go. If any government tries to keep it from going, that
government will go along with it, and we have no fear that any
government would rathier fall with whiskey than stand without.

Two things are clear, (1) efforts are about to be made to have
retrogressive legisiation enacted, (2) we must resist such efforts
with all energy and persistence. We have little fear of Govern-
ment heeding the selfish and unreasonable requests of 2 beaten and
dying cause, but it is our duty to do all we can to strengthen the
hands of Government in their opposition to such proposals. The
liquor party-have been beaten at every game that they have yet
attempted to play ; if we stund united and immovable we will win
another signal victory in the contest they are now about to
inaugurate.

DOMINION ALLIANCE.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE QUGEBEC BRANCH

The annual mnetting of the Quebec Branch of the Dominion Aliance
was held in Montreal on the zoth ult. We are indebted to the Daily 7Vs7-
ness for the following report :—

MORNING SESSION.

‘The Alliance met in Association Hall, the president, Mr. T.S. Brown,
inthe chair.  There were present the following members :—

The Revs. W. Galbraith, J. Kines, D. W. Morrison, Mr. Jamieson, A.
B. Chambers, J. A. Newnham, Mr. Lindsay, R. A. Campbell; Messrs.
John Gough, J. M. M. Duf, — Wallbridge, F. E. Gnafton, J. S. Hall,
senr., Bradwood, McNaughton, J. H. Cayford, Henry Morton, A.S.
Lebourveau and others.

The Rev. Mr. Morrison, ¢f Ormstown, led with a short prayer.

The President, in opening the mecting, for the business of the day,
was received with applause.  He referred to the ‘work done during the past
year, and congratulated the Alliance upon the success that had been so
wonderful.  He remarked that the unification of the several churches jor
the work of the temperance cause was most gratifying to reflect upon. The
outlook was full of hopefulness, and the work called for vigilance and ac-
tivity, and by working on this linc success must crown their cfforts in the
end. He went on at some iength,and after detailing what their work should
be, he resumed his seat amid applause.

After organization and appointment of Committces the Committee on
Nomination presented the followiny report :—

President, Mr. J. Redpath Dougall 5 Vico.Presidents, I1is Lovdship Bishop Bond,
Me. 'L\ S. Brown, tho Hon. Jumes Ferrice, Sir A. ‘I Galt, the Von, Archdeacon Lind-
say, of Waterloo; Mr. J. S. Hall, Dr. Wm. Marsden, of Quebee; Mro W, H.
Lambly, of Inverness; Dr. Chnstie, of Lachute 3 Licut.-Col. Dyer, of Sucton; Mr.
A. A. Ayer, the Rov. Dr. Potts, the Rev. A. G. Upham, the Rev. Geo. Jamicson, of
Aylmer, Me. Wi, MeNenghton, of Ormstown.

Sccretary—The Rev. D. V. Lucus.

Recording Seeretary—The Rov, Jumes Kines.

Treasurer~Mr. J. M. M. Dufl.

Committee~Messrs. 1. Bentley, S. A. Ablott, J. 1. Cayford, the Rev.J. H,
Dixon, the Rev. E. M. 1il}, Dr. Bazin, Wm. Drysdale, Jaues Baylis, F. K. Grafton,
R. Irvine, S. A. Lebourveau, the Rev. Robert Lindsay, the Rev. James MeCaul,
Heory Morton, N. R, Mudge, the Rev. J. A. Newnham, Walter Paul, the Rov. J.
Scrimger, David Tees, the Rev. A, B. Chambers, LL.B,, the Rev. G, H. Wells, C. T,
Williams, J. A, Mathewson, Edward Murphy, J. B. Rolland, ‘Lhos, Aiken, J. J.
Curran, Q.C,, AL.P., Dancan McDonuld, the Rov. Alex. Campbell, M. B. Jewell,
East FParnham ; John Gough, of Medford ; A. S. Walbridge, of Mystic; S. F. Movey,
H. A. Elking, of Sherbrooke; Abel \Waters, of i{full 3 Wi, S, MeLaren, David Boyd,
}‘{untit;gdon; C. J. Fleet, Ald. J. Grenier, R, 8. Smith, aud . L. Robinson, of

'aterloo,

The report was on motion adopted.
A deputation from this branch of the Alliance was appointed to at-
tend the meeting of the Council in Ottawa on the 5th and 6th of February.
The meeting then adjourned.
AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Alliance met again at 2 o'clock.
The Rov. Mr. Lucas congratulated the Alliance in having elected Mr.
J. R. Dougall, and he now moved that that gentleman take the chair.

Carried.
J. R. Dougall thanked the Alliance for having sclected him for so

honorable a position as that of president. Business might prevent him
from giving that time and attenticn to the work of the Alliance necessary
for its success  He, therefore, hoped that the committee would reconsider
their choice and try and find sonie prominent citizen for the office whe
might have the assistance of a chairman of commitiee.
Mr. D. V. Lucas, Secretary of the Alliance, read his annual report.
This document detailed the prohibitory work done in the Dominion

during the year referring specially to Quebec as follows :—

In the Province of Quebcee the work has not advanced quito so rapidly as in
some of the other provinces. This has not arisen, however, from the lack of a scuti-
ment favorable to prohibition of the traffic in spirituouns Yiguors, but from other causes.
In a province where two different langnages are so widely spoken, and where religious
and cven politica) distinctions are so marked, hannomous and united action in any
given direction is not so casily and e0 quickly gecured as where these peealiarities do
not exist. \We are glad to know, however, that the truly philanthropic work in
which we are engaged so fully commends itself when thamug\»ly understeod to the
hearts of all Christizn people that a)) these obstacles are being overcome, and the good
cause is daily rising bigher and higher above all ccclesiagtical and palitica) distine.
tious. Since the campaign of tho stinmer of 1884 began, the ** Scott Act™ bas been
submitted to four counties and canied in three. It iz a suree of pleasure and en-
courageimnent to us to report that in this Provinee, where g0 mauy of our fellow-
citizeus arc of the Catholic faith and speak the French lunguage, that the county of
Arthabaska, where the electurate is almost entirely composed of Trench-speaking
Catholics, was the first to adopt the prohibitory Yaw by a majority of 1,252, Dur.ag
the past year His Grace Archbishop Taseherean, and romc of the bishops also, have
carefully studicd the nature and the sitn of the Canada Temperunce Act, and tho re-
sult is, ilis Grace, »s also Bishop Lafleche, of Three Rivers, and Bishop Raciie, of
Sherbrooke, bave declared themselves the warm {friends of the Act, and have po.
mised their hearty co-aperation.  We anticipate, therefore, uring the present yeora
much more rapid advanceraent of prohibition rentiment and work than herctofore.
YWeare morc bopeful in this respect since His Grace hax kindly ziven his consent to
allow his imprimatur to accompany cach copy of an edition of 20,000 of the Scott
Actin the French language.  \We contidently expect o see large aud henctical re-
sults from this action.  Oar best thanks ave due Dr. Masden, president Q. V. A, for
the valuable assistance given our scerctary in this matter.  We have during the year
held in several parts of the province four picmes, at which addresses kave heen de.
livered by inany prominent gentlemen, both clerical and lay, among the latter several
mwembers of our E‘cdcml and Provincial DParliaments.  The number attending these
gatherings have been large; in some instances as high as 2,500 persons have been pre.
sent, all of whom were apparently deeply interestad in the subjdet alimost exelusively
dwelt on, the cutire proliibition of the liqunr tmffic. A few inecetings have also beel
held in several parts of the ity of Montreal. By meauns of aur temperance literature
depository, kept by Mrs. Gales, several hundreds of volumes of valunable literature
have heen distributed.  We sincerely urge upon our friends thronghout the province
to avail themscelves of the opportunity which the depositoy offers them to secure very
uscful and reliable literature on the temperance question at very cheap mates,  Mrw,
Gales’ address is 105 Mansficld strect, Muntieal.  Our secretary has during the vear
travelled largely over the provinee attanding conventions, assi-ting in amd dircéting
campaigny, and stirring up by lectures and s.crsmml visitation an active interest
everywhere inour very important and laudable movement. We have been greatly
assisted and encouraged Ly the persevering encrgy displayed by our sisters of tlie
W.C. T.U. We fcel that they are a power in_the land in sccuring the abolition of
this terrible curse to humanity, and we aincerelv hope that every well.wisher of our
people and of our race willrender them all possible assistance in the mmltsphicat:on of
unions where they may desive assistance in this dicection, and otherwise, if fcasible
add to their ncans for uscfulncess. '

The Rev. Mr. Campbell moved the adoption of the report, which
motion was scconded by Mr. McNaughton, and the Rev. Mr. Jamieson.
The report was-considered to be very satisfactory, and was carried unani.

mously.
Resolutions were passed




