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OUR GXENERAL AGENT.
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by 0¢ ag & porsonal kivdnese.

Fritish Mwericay Breshyterine,
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AX ifmmense choir, in connection with
the Evangelistio work in Onioago, has
been organized by Qeo. L. Stebbins, of
Boston, who will assist Mr. Saukey.

A

Evxry paper that comes to us from the
Btates, whether religions or seoular, speaks
hopefully of the presont rovival in busi-
ness. The Centennial is of itself seiting
money as well as people in ciroulation.
We trust to hear good tidings from our
own merchants aud farmers as o the re.
sult of the fall trade snd the harvest.

On the eve of his return to College, Mr,
Boott, who has been labourining jn East An-
eastor and Barton during the past summer,
was presented, by the teachers aund pupils
of the Sunday-school and the members of hi;
Bible class, with a handsome Bible, wriling
deak, and album, together with an address
eonoluded in termas of strong regard.

—ecpppyens m—

ALARMING fears ave evidenily enteriained
by ihe various powers and peoples of En.
xope s to the war now being waged in the
East. It in enrnestly $o be hoped that the
winter, which will necossarily eauss o
longer armistice than the temporary one
which was so ensily broken through, will
give time to maturs measures that shall
ssoure $he termination of warlike move-
saents.

On the sixth page our readers
will find a detailed acoount of the
interesting prooceedings at the lay.
jug of the foundation stone of the
Ceniral Presbyterian Church in this city;
and on the seventh page we give a preiiy
full report of the opening of Knox College.

Rev. Profersor Gregg's suggestive lecture
is well worth, and we are sure will com-
mand, an attentive perusal,

‘WE notioe with interest the Sabbath
School Convention which has been held a$
Stirling, Bootland. The adoption of the
term;; Convention is significant. But »
Pallman oar has gone the round of the
lines in Scotland, and it is evident that a
good many things which we in Canada
havo learned to prize, are being adopted
in the mother conulry, in spits of national
prejudice and red tape.

Tar Interior, of Chicago, in s late num-
ber admitted s rather stingy srticle into
ils columns on pastorsl vaeations. The
paper in question was down upon them as
& nuisance, but we judge the editors of this
excellent cotemporary woald not endorse
the article, having expresssd themselves so
frequently in favour of sach holidays, and
having admitted so many colamns of read.

able matter containing deseriptions of
eclerical farloughs. We are in hopes of
seeing a suitable editorial in the Inierior
on $he subject.

Rorrxsay, the capital of Bate, seems to
be making great progress. Her popula.
tion is rapidly incroasing, Her streets are
being improved and exteanded. The ont-
look is most encouraging. Amongst other
things, & museum has been institated in
this ancient city, which comprises every
thing of interest conneoted with the town
and the island. Nataral History, Ge-
ology, Zoology, and other depariments are

admirably repressnted and illusirated.
Here ie an educational institution of itsslf
of the highest importance. It would be
well if every city and county in our Do-
minion had such & museum. It would
prove a storehouse of unfailing interest.

—_—eeeemre———

Tar death of Lord Ardmillan at & ripe
age is aunounced. Befcre reaching the
bench he was kaown 28 Mr. Crauford,
W.8. He waa at cne time sheriff of Perth,
in Bootland, and ne occuvied anccemively
various public offices. He was distingnish-
od ss & zoalous and conceientions Free
Church man. He went out at tive di-rup.
tion with Rev. Dr. Candlish, snd gave
freely of his money and ivfluence to the
bnilding dp of Frca 8t George’s, and to
the -onsolidation and exiension of the
Chr .«sn religion. As a judgs, Lord
Ardmilian waa highly respeoted ; while as
aa elder of Dr. Candlish’s congregation,
he was well beloved both by pastor and
oople.

EVANGELISTIO WORK 1IN
ORICAGO.

It is geatifying to learn that the distin.
guished Evaugelists, Mesars. Moody and
Sankey, biave made a most suoceasfut com-
mencement of their work in Ctilcago.
They Legsn their operations on Sabbath
week in the Tabornscle, whioh has been
spocially prepaved for the purpose. This
building 15 3aid to accommodate some
saven or eight thousaud people. Tho first
gorvice was appointod to commence at
eight o'clock in the morning, but long
before that hour the place was completely
filled. In the afternoon thore was an
overflow mesting composed of the hun.
de: ds who failsd to get admission into the
main bailding, Xt is remarkable, besides,
that whils the Evangehels wore favoured
with such monetor audionoes, the churobes
of the oity were fuller than usmal, If
sbhows there is no rivalvy in this evangslis-
tio work. It ia meant to be a blessing fo
the ohurohes, and that it will prove itself
as much so in Ohisago as it did ia Now
York and Philadelphia, will bs seen before
meny days have passed.

The expressed intention of Mr. Moody is
to build up the already existing congrega.
tions, and for this object he and many
others are groatly needed. There is in
the city of Chioago & vast population of
careloss, infidel, worldly, and vieious peo.
ple who attend no ehareh, and ave very far
froma giving heed to religious matters,
Such an enterprise ag that of the evangel-
iste in ealoulated to do much good amongat
theso elasses, There is, undoubtedly, a
large number of earneet Ohristians, who
are alrendy members of churches, and are
in regular sttendance upon the ministra.
tions of the evangelisis. Bui even these,
if they go thither for excitement or through
euriosity, will be rendered mors active and
devoted in their ehurol. relations; while it
may be reasonably expeocted that they will
aot an important part in singing the well.
kuaown psalme and bymus of praise, and in
giving earneat heed to the presaching of the
Word of God. They will have a reflsx in.
fluense upon the orowds, to whom the
singing of praise is a novelly, and upon
whose ears the preaching will fall as some-
thing altogether sirange. But deduoting
these, and even allowing them t{o be
numerically larger than we believe they
are, there remains in the audiences of the
cvangelists a vory large element of wicked
and non-ohurch.going people, From thess
the churches will be filled. This is what
is needed to rouse the ignorant and oare.
less, and whon this is done the servants of
the Lord have performed a noble work in
the interests of all the denominations.

It would give us pleasure fo see such an
enterprise inaugurated in our own eity.
While we are a chureh-going people,
and our congregations and ecclesiastioal
buildings are being incressed in a most
gralifying manner, there is atill a large
olass of our peopls who oare for none of
these things, The Y.M.O. Asscoiation is
doing much fo overtake the work that is
needed. But we want some movement
similar to that whioh invariably follows
the Jabors of Moody and Sankey, to rouse
the slothful and careless, and compel them
to come in, While, as our readers will
seo, we regard the work of the evangelists
in Chioago as peculiarly valuable, yet ax
these men are not ubiquitous, and oannot
be with us and at their post elsewhere at
one and the same time, is thers not some-
thing to be done now, and with earnest
purpose, for the bringing in of the ungodly
and wicked to the Christian folds ? There
is room and to spare in many of our
churches, and yet they do not oome in.
Invitations are freely given, and siill they
pay no heed! A work of benevolence is
always golog on in their behalf, in times
of their sicknese and poverty, aud yet it is
only one hers and there that remembers
suoh services fo the extent of coming into
the sanctuary. What is to be done?
Pastors are over-burdened already with
their work. We believe that the mem-
bers of churches ecould do much in this
matter. Were laymen going forth to the
by-ways and Ledges, and telling the * good
news" to the people, in their own earnest
sud common sense methods, they wonld
Iargely aid in thronging our churches with
those who most need the Word of God.

It is interesting to notice how a work
like that of the evaugelisis onoe bsgun, is
destined to attain larger and larger propor.
tions. From oreating & great cenirs of
religious influence in Chicego, they axe pre-
paring to have such servioes earried ou in
overy town and oily within & very largs
aren of the great west. We do not need
this so much with our organized charehes
in svery place, but in the west such an
undertaking is reslly much required. In
these wostern oilies and towns a great
deal of infidelity and onrelessness prevails,
and wea hope {o hear ere long of these new
communities being roused, and of churches
taking the place of low theatres, and of
Sabbath Schools superseding saloons and
other dens of vice and iniquity.

We have two very readable misionary
reporie for which we shall try to make
room next issue,

BRITISH' AMERIOAN PRESBY'ERIAN

i B T — S ——

APTER-RESULYS OF UNION.

These are beautifully exemplifiad at this
moment by the Presbyterian Church in
England. It wos only In the conrse of jast
sumumer, that the branch of the United Pres-
byterian Churoh ju England, and the Eog-
Msh Presbyterian Ohurehirosolved thomanlvey
into one body. Thi» consolidation of inter
osts seoms {o have been most complele in
itself. Already large and enthusinetio meet.
ings have been held in London, Newoastle,
and other great oities, Iu commemoration
of the ovont. Ii{is also svidently in con.
templation that similar demoustrations be
given in other centresof influence. The
conclasion, therefore, to whioch the inter.
ostod on-looker must arrive is, that with
the incorporailon of these two powerful
denominations, which took placs in Jnne,
there was only the commencement of a
union work whioh would manifest itself
more and more throughout all the land.

That our brethren in Bugland realise the
full meaning of the event whioh brought
them together and made them one, i# evi-
dent, when we consider the object of
these great distriot meetings. It is the pur-
pose of the Presbyterian Church to follow
the example of the Church in the United
Blates, by raising a fand of a million dol-
lars, a8 & memorial of the happy uvion
whiok has been eonsummated. There is
no doubt that by thus {aking advaniage of
the tidal wave of enthusinsm, which has
overflowed the Presbyterian ecommunity in
England, the laudable end in view will in
due time be mora than accomplished, The
Presbyterian Church in the United Stutes
was successfal beyond measure in raising
its memorial fand, When the Asserably
was holding its sessions in Pittaburg, for
the very purpose of declaring the union no.
complished, npon which all the Preaby-
teries had previcualy voted, we think it was
the Rev. Dr, Hall, of New York, who pro.
posed that a million dollars shonld beraised
as & thank.offoring to the Liord. Bome
one, whose name is unknown, and who
probably will never be discoverad on this side
of time, shouted, ** Liet it be five millions,”
It proved one of those timely words tha
Jead to instantaneous sotion., It was the
inspiration of the movement. But it seized
at onoe the whole Assembly, and there
and then it was resolved to raise this
vast sum. To the honour of our
Christian brethren in the Siatos,
the result was found to reamch several
millions beyond the estimated amount.
The Awembly's aetion was thoroughly en.
dorsed by the people, and the Presbyterian
Churoh of the States has now to record
with much gratitude to God, that by means
of their memorial fund debis, that were
banging like miilstones aronnd the necks
of congregations, were wiped off ; that many
new ohurches wers built in necessitous
localities ; that buildings wers repaired, and
sdditions made to them to & surprising ex.
tent ; and that burdens whioh had long op-
pressed the Home and Foreign Missionary
work of the Church were either removed or
greatly leasened. This was one of the after-
results of union in the United States.
When we turn on the other hand to Eng-
land, and contemplate her growing and
flourishing Presbyterian Churob, the wealth
and influence of its members, and that
glowing enthusissm, which is charaoteristio
of the Presbyterians of the old conntry, we
esnnot for a moment donbt as to the result
of the present movement. Whether this
will pxoeed the expeotations of that Church,
we cannot say. Certainly we do notfor a
moment think that the amount will fall
short of the million, It will befor us to
watch with interest the progress of this
memorial fund. It will be with sinoers
pleasure, we trust, to be able in due
time fo repori the auocessful acoom.
plishment of the object, and it will
then be our gratifying duty to con-
gratulato the sister ohnreh npon the bright
prospects before her of inoreased vitality
and usefalness in the important field which
God has assigned her.

Itis also pleasing to notice that, as an
after result of union, there has been a de.
cided improvement in the matter of volau.
tary offerings. Thischurch, strange to say,
stands first and forsmost, with reference
fo the averags stipend given to her clergy.
She bas Ireackad the satisfactory point of
deolaring the eum of £200 sterling, as the
standard salary of her ministeys. This ex-
osede the average of the Free OChurch, and
also of the United Presbyterian denomina.
tion in Sootland. Aud this is all the more
wonder{ul, when we reflect that the Susten.
{ation Fand of the ons, and the Appropria-
tion Fand of the other, have been marked
by sach suocess as to command the admira-
tion of the Christian world. We have
every reason to believe that the standard of
winisterial salary now reachied, is but the
beginning of the end, and that a church
which can in go speedy a time, sccomplish
so musch, will have her future history
marked by many advanoing stages in this
direction, It is prohable that the elerieal
stipend in Eogland will be somowhat bet-
ter proportioned to the salariesand fortunes
made in business aud othor professions,
thav it is with us. Bat we rather ocom-
wment npon it as one of the after-fruits of a

uuion, which in other respeets has proved
80 suseemful and somplete.

-

The United Chureh in Englsud bes »
veai work hefore her, That noble eouniry
isherinheritanee, She hasislready & popu.
Intion, of whieh Presbyteriang constiinte no
mean element, The Presbyterisn polity
will be found after trial, eongenial to the
#pirlt of the English nution. What was
wanted to seoure sucoess, was the unifioa-
tion of Preabyterian interests. Thatis now
acoomplished, The Preebyterlan CLureh
inEngland oan borst of a massive presence,
The prinoiples and government of our de-
nomination are embodied in a churoh,
which, withont inordinate pretension,
oan olaim the title of the National
Presbyterian Ohurch of Kngland, That
it will go forward and aceomplish
still nobler results, no one can doubt.
Ohurohes will soon dot the whols land, and
thon with her fall squipment of eduoated
and earnost ministers, with her vast bene-
volence, with the growing intelligence of
her members, she will do a work for God
ou the Home and Foreign fields, whioh,
with the missionary efforts of sister
churches, will help on the {ime when the
kingdoma of this earth will become the
kingdoms of our Xiord and of his Chriat,
MODERN OHRISTIANITY A OIVIL-

IZED HEATHENISM.*

A oapital book of its kind, characterized
by ability, power, and plain speaking, yet
defective in the highest sense. The writer
seems to be in earnect, if possible, to mest
the objections whish an scute avowed
heathen brings sgainst Christianity, on
socount of the flagrant inconaisteney which
exists between Ohristianity as professed
in the Churoh of England, and sa practised
by fashionable Christians and the estab-
lished clergy. As, however, he is in uiter
ignoranoe of the doctrine of justifieation by
faith alone, and other cognate docirines, or
advisedly passes them by as not Christian.
ity, he isunder the necessity of vindioat-
ing Ohristianity on the lower, and, as we
believe, untenable ground of sacrameniar-
ispism, and salvation by the chureh and
good works. OChristianity is either a hu.
maxn philosophy, or s religion supernatur.
slly revealed. If the former, then Ohrist
is a mayth, and Christian doctrine a saper-
stition, While then a heathen may admit
that it is the best philosophy the world has
over seen, and has so far been suited to
advanoing olvilization, still, as other
philosophers and superstitions have given
placs to something better, so must Chris-
tianity be superseded by a new philosophy
suited to advaucing eoivilization. Such
philosophy is just heathenism, not Chris.
tianity. If, on the other hand, Christian-
ity is supernatural, and Christ is what the
Bible declares, it is manifest that the fash-
ionable ruliglous world of England are not
Christians, for they do not believe the doe-
trines or practice the duties which the
Christianity of the Bible requires. This
unreality of modern fashionable OChris.
tianity is to the hesthen an argument
sgainst it, and he eays in effect, if I saw
Christ living in His people, a reality, I
would have such & personal witness to the
truth that I would be compelled to believe ;
as 4t is, I am constrained to regard Chris.
tisnity as a superstition that has loat its
power. Professed Christians live acocord-
ing to common sense, and in worldly prin.
ciples just as an educated heathen does,
not acoording to the Bible ; aud I conelude
that what we see of progress and culinre
in England is not the result of anything
supernatural, but purely consequent npon
scientific and philosophie achievements.

To meet this it is sonceded that while
Christianity, ss 1aid down by Ohrist, re-
quires renunciation of the world and is not
generally praotised, it is attained in a fow
oases of devoted holy living. An insiance
of what the writer regards as a holy life is
given, aud the effect of such a lifsis vividly
and effectively shown. But hers we meet
the grand misconception of {rue Ohris.
tianity. The bezau ideal of the Olristian,
in the writer's opinion, is a ritualistio
enthusiast, who expends Lis fortune in
building a filas churoh, -in helping the
poor ; who, separated from the aoctivities
of modern life, spends his time in ascetic
practices- and offensive atinoks upon the
vices and follies of men, 80 as to make him-
self hated by all, and especially by the
rich and fashionable among men who
treat him as & mad-man, This character
is called Obrist.like. The religion which
the writer sdmires is belief without gues-
tions of mysteries, and abjest submiss.on
to and complinoce with the prayer-book
standard of worslup and morality; an
enlire separation from the world and ite
comforts and enterprises; a habitaal offort
do merit the blessedness of heaven by aots
of worship, oostly gifis and saorifices, and
beneficient deeds, and o escape from the
misery of hell by contrition and the uss of
sacraments. Such a religion can never
make its possessor sure that he will be for.
given, and makes all depend on his per.
sonal self-righteousness, No wonder that
with such an idea the Christian spologist
finde himeelf no matoh for the heathen.
Hoe is on heathen ground, for the ritualist
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in All Bainis who prosirates himeelt iy
sgony before the aliar and the orneifig
irying to commend himeelf to God by his
own deeds of obedience, and trembling
for foar that he may not suodeed, {e in
drinciple & heathen as much s +ha
devotee in the heathen femple, and doey
uot underatand the first priveiples of Ohui.
tlon dootrine.

How different would be ¢:e Chrlstian
srgument in the hands of one who knows
the grace of God and Jree forgiveness, and
soceptance by faith alone ; who realixes the
outoome of faith in love, joy, peace, and
boly living ; who knows the true functiony
of the church as ministerial only, whils
galvation is by God; who regards raligion
as domng every thing as to the Lord, noj
meritorions services rendered or acts of
worship performed; and who, no longer
irembling under the bondage of fexr of
hell, and already consciously free from
condemnation, looks up to God asa father
with holy confidence and humble love.

Btill, we ke the book on the whole,
The boldness and irreverence of ihe Ian,
guage, at times almost blasphemons, shook
the reader ; but it aids greatly the unapag.
ing exposuro of the falseness of fashionable
religion, aud the presentation of the effeet
whick the realities of the Ohristian reli.
glon should have on those who profess it,
We have also an argument of great foree
for consistent living, ae & personal witnass
for Obrist, which is, and ever will he, fel4
irresistably by oaudid men. All the ohar.
soters drawn are oxaggerstions; but real
exaggerations, innamuch as they are the
idesl which many entertain of Christ and
Christians, as well as of Leathens who
knew not God in Ohxist. The latler sse
too oftun regarded far mors favourably
than they deserve, while the eommon idesl
of the former comes ntterly short of what
Christ wae, and of what his people should
aim at being, The work is worth perns.
ing as a contribution towards the elneida-
tion of the pressing religious questions ef
our day* *Is Christ a real person, and is
Ohristianity true #”

Wintsters and Chuvcles.

Rev. James Douglas, left this (Wednes-
4ay) morning, en route for India. Hewill
mail from Quebse next Saturday per
Moravian, and he oarries with him the
beat wishes and earnest prayers of thou-
sands for his safely and great ucofulness
in the distant field of !abor fo which in thy
Providence of God he has been oalled.

On the evening of Wednesday, the 27ih
ult., a social raeeting was held in the Pres.
byterian Church Eden Mills, The chair
was ably filled by Mr, James Auld, and ten
and oakes in abundances were supplied by
the Iady members sud friends of the econe
gregation ; and spesches, musio, readings,
and recitations, filled np the evening's enter.
tsinment, and all present sppesred to
enjoy themsolves most heartly' The pro-
oveds of the evening amounted to $16,50,
which are devoted to the Knox College
Btadents' Missionary Society. Before
the meeting broke up, Mr, John Wilkle,
one of the Knox College students
who has been stationed at Eden Mills for
the last six months, was presented with an
address, acoompanied with a purse containe
ing upwards of 40, Mr. Wilkie replied in
suitable terms,

On Wednecsday, the 4th inst., the mem-
bers of the congregation of the First Pres-
byterian Churoh of 8t. Oatharines, present.
6d Mr, Joseph Henderson, manager of the
Bauvk of Toronto, with a copy of “ Bagster's
commentary, wholly Biblisal.” The time
chesen for the presentation was that of the
quarterly Missionary Meeting of the eon.
gregation, and at the olose of the servioes,
the Rev. G, Bruce, called upon Mr. Hen-
derson, and in the name of the oongrega:
{ion, presented him with this work abuve
pamed. In doing this he spoke of the deep
sense the congregation had of the loss they
were abont to sustain in the removal of Mr.
snd Mrs. Henderson from among them.
He roferred to the warm intereat whish
Mr. Henderson had aver taken in every
department of Obristian’work, whether in
conueotion with the congregation, or in
other direotions, and stated that this, to-
gether with other features of a similar
uatars, made the duly of bidding them
good kye an exceeding painful one, and
conoluded by commending them to the
guidance and blessing of God in their new
sphere of Iabour. Mr. Henderson, although
entirely taken by surpries, replied in his
usuai peculiatly happy manner, thanking
the congregation for the kindnem they
had ever shown to himself and Mrs. Hen-
aerson, and especially for the present
expremsion 0 unexpeotsd, aand, ss he
thought, unmerited, Mr. McOslla and
Mr, Beadle having spoken briefly, the ser-
vices were closed. The testimonial is &
work consisting of three large yolumes
beautifully bound in moroeco, and iz &
suitable mark of esteem for ous whose life
in Christian and social intercourse hasbeen
so warm and solively disinterested, Mr.
Henderson goos to Coburg to take eharge
of the Toron'o Bank there, and cerries
with him the best wishes of his many
trisnds.—Cox.
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