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Hlinisters and Gliueches,

At o Congrogational Meoang of the Oxil-
i Prosbytorian Chureh o the Sidinst. the
Remit on Union was unanimously adepted.

The congregation of Sombra, Presbytory
of Chistham, have addressed n call to iho
Rov. Potor Nichol.

Tho Committee of the DIresbyterian
Ohurch, Smith's Falls, have ordered 21,000
1bs, boll for their new tower, from the cele-
brated bell-makors, Meencly & Kimberly,
Troy, N.Y., and it is expocted to be ready
by the lst of September.

Tho congregasion of St, Andrew’s Church,
Bellevillo, have granted their esteomed pas-
tor leave of absence, and generously dona-
tod him at the samo time $100 to enable
him to scok relaxation and recreation for
tho bonefit of his health.

Rov. Mr, Goldsmith, pastor of the Can-
adn Presbyterian Church, Soafortl, left on
the Gth inst. for Dotroit. Tho revercnd
gentloman will occupy the pulpit of the
Scottish Presbyterian Chureh, Dotroit, for
tho noxt two Sabbaths, supplying the place
of Rev. Mr. Milligan, the pastor, who has
gono off for his summer holidays.

The congregation of St. Andrew's Church
presonted the Rev. Mr. Bennet with a well
filled purso, to enable him to pleasantly
spend his holidays—which he is now doing
in the ﬁ?'ovinco of Quebec. The money was
collected by My. John Crawford, and the
prosontation was made by Mrs. Wylie.
This geuerous consideration of the congre-
gation is deserving of praise and evinces the
kindly feeling oxisting between people and
pastor.—Almonte Gazctie.

The Prosbytery of Chatham met at Am-
hersthurg oa Tuesday, the 4th nst., for the
purpose of inducting the Ruv. F. W. Smuth
into the pastoral charge of the congregation
thore. Divino service was conducted by
the Rev. John Gray, of Windsor, who chose
as his text, ExoJus xxxiii.,, 15: “If Thy
presence go net with me, carry us not up
hence ' ; aftor which Mr. Smith was fox-
merly inducted. The Rev. Mr. King, of
Buxton, having suitably addressed the pas-
tor, and the Rev. John Becket, of Thames-
ville, the people, Mr. Smith was conducted
to the door and introduced to the, congrega-
tion, and afterwards to the members of Ses-
sion, by Mr. Gray, retiring Moderator. In
the evening, a suitable hall having been
procured, and a bouutiful supply of ice
croar, fruit, &ec., provided, a very large, and
apparcnﬂy much-delighted Assembly, re-
presenting all the denominations of Am-
horstburg, met to welcome Mr. Smith among
them, Brief and appropriate addresses
were dolivered by the Rev. Messrs. Becket,
Brookman, Walker, Jones and King, inter-
spersod by music, vocal and instrumental,
kindly and ably rendered by the gifted ama-
teurs of Amherstburg. This settlement, so
Trappily constituted, is not without promuse,
that one of our oldest and most unfortunate
congregations, her days of mourning being
ended, will enter upon a tine of yefreshing
and of comfort.

HOURS WITH A CHURCH COURT

II—EARLY DAY.

But pleasing though such reflections be,
n accordance somewhat with the adag-,
¢ Tho noblest study of mankind 18 wan,”
ot our thoughts are speedily recalled to
what is going on, as fraught with sacred 1n-
torest, in its many fruitful revelations of
Church life and its many sided activitics.
Besides, we are not permitted to forget that
the instrument is notl.ang by, and of, and \n
itself, however great its execlience, however
Dright tho lustre of its gifts may chance fo

thia polution is arvived at.  Onthat account
gome vory worthy men are raovo ox Jess
avorse Lo thelr discussion ; thoir ides being
thut if the spivit of the Constitution is hon-
oured, there is nothing gained by being pax-
tioular abouk the lettor of it, Oue aversion
in thia direction has Loon greatly lessened
in cu aparizon to what it was prior o any
oxpesience of oura in such affaira, and we
own to n certain admivation fer men who
are woll versed in the Constitution, and
faithfully stead wp for its iatomity. If a
law is fimmed, or regulation made, that is
found to be a hindrance rather than a help,
18 it not best to abolish it at once, nud pa
anotherin its place—moro)in harmony with
the higher law, which is divine? That
must over bo most Lizlpful which is most 1.
harmony with tho law of love and the Inw
of justice, Such thoughts as these will
press upon us whon those constitutional
poiats avise, and have to bo disposed of in
womo way or other that issatisfactory. We
do not, therefore, foel disposed to turn a
listloss or unwilling ear to the ease in hand,
to which reforence has beon made, as other-
wise might have been,

The point bofore the Court is the com-
petence or incompotenco of a cortain change
proposed in one or more Commissions from
the West, In the report of the Committeo
on Commissions, the change, as proposed
by tho Presbyteries concorned in the mat-
ter, is recommended for the sanction of the
house, but is objected to by some as not in
keoping with the Constitution, as 1t at pres-
entstands. Thelaw, as previously adopted,
requives that all appeintments of comumis- |
sions bo made at lcast thirty days bofore |
the meeting of the Court ; but here changes
were made, arising from cortain circum-
stances precluding the attendance of the
commissioners at first appointed, at a date
subsequent to this; 1t was therefore 1n col-
Tision with at least the letter of the Consti-
tution ; and here we have the ground of the
objections raised against st.  All acknow-
ledge this; bat all do not tlunk that at the
samo {ime thore is anything in the spirit of
the Constitution to prevent the chango pro-
posed, and here we hiave the ground of the
recommendation of the clhiange. It scoms
& very simple matter this, and hardly worth
waiting to discuss; so we are prone to feel
as to many questions of the kind. And
yot there is something in it after all, when
we remember that all the powers of an As-
sembly such as this are dolegated powers.
Soon, however, we begin to wish the ques-
tion set at rest, and feel relieved when a
learned professor gets up and puts & motion
to the liouse, which meets with & general
approbation—the change to be sanctioned
notwithstanding wrregularity, and a com-
mitteo to Lo appointed to see to thie modi-
fying of the Act in connection with the ap-
pointments. Sound this constitutional in.
terchange of thought, and though the themo
be dry enough in itself, as all logal matters
are, yet wo foel inclined to the conviction
that thezairing of such »a thing, at fitting
times, hag a certain wholesome influence
attending it. It is a preventative of con-
fusion; it conduces to the cultivation of
method in Church affairs; it even fosters
self-respect. Above all things, it draws
fresh attention to the Divine injunction,
“Let all things be done decontly and in
ovder.”

Here wo almost fecd incliced to balt a
little, and,to use a nautical expression, “rast
upon our oars”, uatil what is reckoned tho
great business of the Assembly has been
reached, such as Home and Foreign Mis-
sion, the Union queston, and the reception
and hearing delegations from other churches.
Only = statistical repori stands between us
and the first of these: an1 hard it is fndeel
to gather much from  the reading of a sta-
tistical report, however valuable 1t1s as
food for thought. when 1t once has found its
way into print. and there is time to ex-
amine closely itscontents. Alout as wuch
as may begaihered from the Pablic reading |
o' a Latin homily or exegesis in tho case of !
any one whose knowledge of the langnage
is not m’nute enough to enable him tu read
it from u book at sight with porfect case.
As, however, second thoughts ave frequent-
Iy the best, second thoughts ineli ¢ us to
avother course, and each prevail, briuging
u3 to bend our cuergies of mind to figures
for » time, and letting them have their full
influerco upon us, if haply we may emry
away from tbem some gaod impressions.
As tu thie report m hand, we ventare to,
affian that out of mnny we have never heard |
a botter 5 and so, when once fairly lamnched“

i

i

upen it, we do net find it 5o uninteresting

bo. O autar of humanity, it 1s not for ns to ; 2° might have Leen anticipated, judging |

worship at thy shrine! Thy honour 1s but | f om the genrral character of papers of the
a myth, unless azitis tho honour of nnother | kind. There boing much in little epace, wo
and a greater. Tho weorker is somethwug |
! the facte which it reveals,

in a senso, and nothing in & rense ; bud our
chief concern i3 with what ke does, and how
o does it,

Well, then, ag wo torn to what is being
donie, a-ennstitutional point presents itself
among tho firsl of tlungs, engrossing the
attontion of the Court, as needing to b
gottled and set at rest, m the very outsot of
proceodings. Those constitutional pomnts
avo vory knotty points to solve at times, und
not unfroquently 2 good share of patience
aeeds to be called into roquisition bofore

H

get time to think wpon the significance of
At a glance we
learn that the chureh’s movements have
been progressive, so far at any rate as this
is indieated by an inereasing number, aug-
mentation of church funds, roro extensive
appliancos, and greater comforts in the
work. Nor ig this meroly oxternal in its
bearing—no merely fcrmal or outward
thing is it, as may happen easily cnough
while churches are inerensing in their num-
bor and thoir wealth ; but happily ae we
loarn from other scurces, the spirit and

-
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! powerof trus religion in the lnud appear o

; anderstfd clauchs law thoroughly well, but

; perfeet, both {oi the light-headed, thought-

ba to some oxtont at lesatia keoping with
it, Older churches becoming stronger.
New churches rising up, whore now oxist-
ed before. Now Presbyteries eroated.
Kow wmission ficld undertakon with some
suogoss.  More Sabbath Schools, and n
strongar board of tonchers to carry them
on. Congrogational an Subbath Schaol
libraries groatly inorensing. Comfortable
manses spreading in all divections, Gront-
or liborality among the people.  God's
blessing enjoyed in the midst of all.
Thore is mauch that i3 suggestive in such
faols as thera. As wo ponder ovor them
our mind is earried back slony the courss
of many yenrs, and wo think for n
moment of the oarly planting of the
chureh, when tho first brave pioncors land-
ed on thesa shores, and commonced the
work in earnest among the early settlirs,
swho were seeking to make themselves a
home among the solitary wilds of the
primeval forsst. What o contrast herc!
This oliurch of noble descent, endeared to us
by many glorions memories of other daysand
othor lands, now grown to eueh large pro-
portions here, was thon in this youthful
countdy as a grain of mustard seed, and
that by no moans always planted in the
richest soil, And how mucl it cost the
plantors to commit it to the soil atall!
Along almost impassible roads or in shaky
bonts by lake oriiverhad they to travel—in
perils often, often worn and weary with ue
lotingo to rest their weary limbs upon, not
faring sunplously every day. A barnoften
had to content them as their meoting-house.
A log shanty wag their home at night, and
thiz tho greatest comfort often that they
could procure. If there wasa bright spot
in the scene at all, it wag just in such an
hnmble place ; for there the minister as a
common thing wonld find a kindly wel-
come, with warm hearts and ready liauds
to minister to his wants, and make him
feel at home. What n chiange is presentod
now. Comfortable cliurches almost every-
whero; comfortable lLouses almost every-
where ; busy workers everywhere. A fruit-
ful field, instead of o wilderness., Even in
the newer setilements, the alterations is
great; how much more so in the older
one’s; reaping now the fruits of the labours
and the  hoardships then  endured,
whilo the seed was y.ing sown. Theirs
be the greater honoured for their work's
sake. Long may their memory grow green
i many homes thal are now blessed, as
the result of their self-sacrificing efforts in
the good cause. DBut we cannot turn from
such thoughts as these without feeling
humbled in a measare that the Church is
not making far more self-denying efforts
than it is. The statistics, as we find them,
should only stimulate our zeal and prayers
that we may see greater things than these.

MeoRis.

LETTER FROM STADACONA.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION—~SIR If. WELL-
WOOD MONCRIEFF § OPINION.

Mzg. Epr1or,—In a former letter, I called
attention to the unconstitutional course
taken by the General Assembly, in holding
an adjourned meeting to consider the re-
turns {o its own rexait ; and from the way
which that lotter was received, 1 not only
find that I must write again, but that I
must write for two classes.  Of the existence
of the first-—composed of those who mught
be better informed on ecclesiastical law, I
know by a lotter wlich appeared in your
paper from D. D. M., of the existenco of the
second—composed, I believe, of men who

who have grown careless m the matter—1I
know by the general indifference. No
Presbytery, so far as I hiave observed, lias
noticed the Assembly 8 wmstake, nune of |

jthe older pumsters have thought worth | no purpose if it did. Bub constitutional

winle to say & word about it in the papers; ;
and no one seows even to take the trovble to
speak of 1t to Jus neignbour.  Tlus indiffer- |
ence 13 greatiy to bo deplored. Once 1t |
was not so. Thers were mon who thought |
encugh of our constitutional snfeguards to |
raise their voices when any attempt was,
was made to set them aside, and we have |
as a rosult of then watchful care, the most
perfect system of Church Government pos-
sessed by any ccelesiastieal body—the mos?
less creaturo who sncers at 1t as “red tape,” ;
as well as for the grave divine, who under-
stands iis value.

Cader theso eireumstances, I deem it my |
duty to attempt c.ace more to turn the at

! tention of the Chiurch to this maiter; and yin the position of

in doing so, I shall begin by explamng i
sume tiungs of rather an elomentary cliey- |
acter for the benefit of such as D, D. M.
represents, if indeed hio reprosents any.
The three permanont courls of Presbyler-
1Wsm are, in asconding ocder, tho Session,
the Presbytery, and the Synod. But when
tha Charch beconies very large, and the
merabors of Synod very numeorous, the |
court 18 too large and unwicldy to do busi-
ness with facility. What now istobo done ?
Will it do to sond & largo proportion of the
members away to thor homes and congro-
gations, declaring.that thoy shall have no

| matters that come before them in the glory
i ot God and the good of Hig Church,’ do not |

t ermusission in telling the delegate in what

say in the rogulation of the affairs
ot the OChureh? Assuredly mnot, for
tha members of the Sysed have equal
rights, and ench one has juit ns goo
a right as his eighbour to the poaition” of
logielator, Somo arvangemout raush thon
bo made which will leavo oach oue in the
enjoyment of his nghts and priviloges, and
at the same time reduce the number of
wembers in the Supreme Court of the
Chureh.  Aund a vory happy wey of accons«
Jlishing this end has been devised. The
synod hag agreod that, for a certain time,
a definite proportion of ita members shall
do the work of legislation, with the under-
standing that, at the end of that time, they
givo plnce to other mombers of the Sy:nod
appointed m the same wry, and go on from
time to time so that overy member of the
S, nod may havo hisdue shave in the work of
legislation. The ngreemeont which our Synod
oame to was this :—That ono third of its
membors clected, and commissioned by the
Presbyterios, should constitnte the Cteneral
Assembly, or Supreme Court of tho Church
for one yoar, i.s., for the work of one year;
for tho Assembly itself does not exist until
it is constituted, and ceascs to oxist as soon
as 1t is dissolvad by the Moderator.

Now, according to tho prinaiples of com-
mon sense and justice, it-must appear very
plain to every cne that, o Geueral Assom-

ly which un:oertakes {o perform more than
the work of one year, i3 guilty of a usurpn-
tion of powier. It takes upon 1tself to Jdo
that which of right belongs to another por-
tion of the elders of the Church and so vio-
lntes the original compact by which the
Genoral Assombiy was called into exist-
onco. And My, D. D, M. permit me to tell
you that when 1t does anything of the kind,
it does an unconastitutional thing, for I sus-
poot from the self-complaconey with which
you gil down to wait until I shall tell what
part of the constitution has been violated,
wheon you liad 1t pointed out to you in my
formoer lettor, ns olearly as words could do
it, that you dn not know what is meant by
the constitution,

Now, we maintain that the General
Assembly of this year did thus violate the
constitution. For when did its year begin?
Of course when the vear of its predecossor
ended, and that was in June '78; for, says
Monerieff,  The General Assembly differs
from the inferior Church Courts in the cir-
cumstz aco that, as & body, it has no per-
manent existence. * ¥ ¥ % % By,
memodiately after tho breaking up of one
constitutional meeting of the General
Assembly, at the conclusion of its inme-
diate suceessive diets, except when it has
specially adjourned to tnect at another
tune, for the more complete discharge of
Juties belonming to it, which have not yct
been overtaken. No General Assombly
continues to exist until another has been
elected by the freo choice of the Presby-
teries.” The Assembly of 1878 ceased to
in June 1873 and at the same time a now
yoar began which ended in June 1874. All
the work which the Church had for an
Assembly to do from Juno 1878 te June
1874 was then the lemtimate work of the
proseut Aszembly. Moreover, if fromsomo
emergercy such as the breaking out of
pestilence, an attack by a hostile army, the
sudden death of somo of its members, or
somo such calarmty, (for these are the only
kind of things which wo caa conceive of,
which should necessitate an adjeurnment),
the Assembly be unable to finish tho work
of that vear, 1t may adjourn to meet again
to fimsh it ; but it cannot take up any piecco
of business which has evolved in the noxt
ecclemastical year, which commenced at
tho time it -vould have been dissolved, had
it not adjowrned: as Moncrioff says, all it
takes up must be ** duties belonging to it,”
i.e., belonging to the work of itsown eccles-
instical year. Now can anything be clearer
than this, that the returns to the Remit on
TUnion do not belong to the ecclesiastical
year of the present Assembly; hence when
it adionrned to get possession of them, that
it might adjudicate on them, it %ook
an unconstitutional course; it prepared
itzelf to seize uponthoe work of its successor,
to override the Barrier Act, and to violate
the Constitution.

In the light of what has been said, lof us
now examine some of the statemonts of D.

1. »The commussions of Presbytenes
chiefly certify to the bona fide character of
t!xe ropresentative, and while appointing
timo to ¢ consull, vote aud determino in all

and cannot lumit or speaify the work the |
Assemb'y may Ue called on to do.”

My dear Sir, T did not say that the com-
mission contained a lirt of all matters tc'
core before the Assembly: it would serve

usage and the law of the Church determine
the seapes of the Asgembly s work, and tho

Assembly he is to vote. that it is at o)l of
2ts dicts that hoe is to vote, and not at those
of any other Assembly, i1t seems to me,
very cffoctually hmsts the dutics of the
commissioner  Tpon what a slender foun-

dation snme writers will pronounee ¢ eir ! g

olpponents guilty of *simple absor-
dity.
2. “It may call on Presbyteries for as

much work as it sces proper.’

Which amsunts to this :—When onca the {
Prechyteries aave clectod one tlurd orrome
defimte proportion of their number to do

{Hm work of legislation for a time; that

proportion, whatover it may be, can hold |
their position as rulers forever, and keep §
the remainder of their brethren, who have i
ng gnod o right tg, legislato as they, foreves
1 tho ruled. l
8. 1 would humbly venturo #n toli!
Stadacona,” &¢. I have not n doubt of {

{'um venluring. Bat sou evade my ques-
ion.

4. “Tho Assembly is the intorpreter of
her owu constitution, and not any lIawyors

outsido of her nor any individuals umong
her membeys,”

This at once gives lo thn Assembly that
Pwmc Itight formerly claimed by our
kings. Wo were under the impresaion that
auy and overy ropresentative body was
amenab'o to the publio opinion of the oleo-
tors; and that public opinion was crestad
-by mndwiduals making themselves heard

through the press, But.it seems tho Gone
oral Assem‘nl{; is an exceplion. No ximt?olr

1 a0 unholy breath will

T r—

what culrage it rany porpoetrats, vl
daro to question tho Right bivinleg? st
ono “outsida of herself’ And no indivi
vidual meabor must dare to do i, I’lcx\sl'
toll ns how the Modorntor'a attention i3 t°
be ealled to it: and wlso, if thy Aasemblo
should sanetion tho outrage, if thers 4y 1{Y
redeess—nathing to do but to sabmit +o ulo
minllible dseroe, e

fi. “ It gimply took the most i
rational stops to complote a work,” :;'lé‘.mu‘

First, wo eannot seo that there wag An
speaial need of & mesting in Novengher at
all; secondly, it there were, it would be just
as oasy for a new Assembly to meo} 49 for
the old one, Now, sinca the oourse taken
clearly involves & broach of the Consiy.
tion, wo cannot think that itig the most
obviour and rational one.

6. “Intho opinion and judgment of may
28 compotent to judge s Stadaeona,"
C.

Yes, they may be even more com
{o judze than Stadacona, and still .ﬂ“{fﬁf
particular instance, ho may be 1ight, ang
they may bo wrong. Look not to the men,
but to what they bring forward, I do Yot
sk any one to take ey wpse diwitin the
matter, T have given a reason for what I
maintain; T hinsve also quoted the law prov.
ing the same; and now I shall bring for.
ward tho highest anthority of our da; .".mr.
haps the lnghest of any day--on the syb.
ject, Inumedistoly aftor despatehing my
first lettor to the Prussyreriay, I wrote to
Sir II. Woellwood Monerioff, Inying this
partienlar fully and cieariy before him, and
at the same time, asking lus opinion on it
Al\9ut a week ugo X recoive({ his answer,
whieli T here give, and allow it to speak for
itself.

8 Brunisfield Torrace, Edinburgh,
14th July, 1874,

Rev. and Dear Sir,—My answor {o
of the 16th Juno is as follgwa: yours

1. Whon a Goneral Assembly, duly clect.
ed, finds that the returns from Frosbyter.
ies to an Overture sent down by the last
Aszembly in torms of the Bariier Act stand
in the position you sponk of, the Assembly
are not obhiged to go to the vote on the
question 50 as wither to rofuso or ngroe
absolutely to pass it into law. Bt they
legitimatoly make changes upon it, and
send it down again as altered. Bui

2, I thunk that 1f sont down again, it can.
not bo passed 1uto a law til after tho elee
tion of a new General Assembly ; aud that
so to pass it at an adjourned meoling of
the same Assembly is unconstitutional,
Foy tho very meaning cf tho Barrier Act i3
to interpose obstacles to hasty logislation,
and one of those obstaclos I conceivo to be
thie nocessity of a new election of members
of Assombly before tho final passing of an
act, which has been proposed by one Asscm-
bly. And the sending down of an altered
Overture is held to be in thiz respect the
same thing as the sonding down of a new
Overture.

Boliove me,
Yours truly,

H. WeLLW0OD BIONCRIEFF.
The Rav.

Wkat is to be done? Well, whatover is
to be, thero are certain things which we can
searcely believe there will bo done. Ws
have great conficence 1 the present Gen-
oral Assembly—it contains some of the
ablest and wisest mon in the Chureh—and
we ean scarcely behiove that thoy will so far
forget what is duoe to their self respect ag to
play ab logislation, veing without authority
to legislata,

We can scarcely believo that in a mabter
so important as the Union, they will at-
tempt to fist upon the churches an act
which can have no more forco than
tho' decisions of the Students Dobating
Society.

Wo can scarcely believe that they will
n]ttein tthto ;:frong the brethren who
cleeted them seizing
oo y soizing what belongs to

We can scarcely believo that they will
overnde the Barrier Aet, for as Siv Well-
wood points out, though the Presbytories,
&e., have the remit sent to them, yet as far
the Assembly itself is concerned, the Actis
over-ridden.

We can scarcely beliovo that they will
violate tho Constitution and carry such an
outrageous precedent into tho United
Church.

Some may {kink the position of the
Assembly o very painful one; but why?
To make a great mistake is not ex-
teaordinary ; but to refzse o correat a groat
mistake when pointed out, is a great sin.
Only small men make no mistakes. The
greatn.ss of their heaids inthoir enthasiasm
for Union led them to forget what was
strictly legal; but they have now nn oppe =
tunity of rotrieving ‘all by showing the
greatness of their understandings in correct-
ing the mistake.

But suppuse we should bo mistaken in
all t_lns ; it that case wa wonld respectfully
advise the Presbyteries not fo make any
returns to the adjourned meeting. Indeed
we think that they should from the very

irst make up thewc mands to tius, no mat-
ter whiat course tho Assembly may pursue.
If it diseolves of its own accord, it will bos
graceful get, and thero will be no need that
thae rcturns should bo furwarded. Ifit is dis-
posed { g5 on wnd adjudicate upon the re-

s, it w3l e so mach the betier if they

- nol theer ; it will then bo compelled to
diseslve. Now, brothren, do not think this
o small matter.  Somo members of the pre-
saub Assembly can tell how aggrieve
they swould have felt if tho Assembly
of 1578 had adjourned to receivd
the returns to its remit, and fhus euk
them off from having auy say in {he Union
question, and if 1t would bave been auch &
grievanco then, do not let it happen now:
ourlaws and precedents should be for all
time, mot for & particular year.
Yonrs, &e.,
STADACONA.
ettt —— e e

Love is like warin tlus, that a soldior
thangh hie hay eseapnd tho week compleid
o' Sdtarday nigh, may nevortheloss bo ahot

through lus heart on Sunday morning-—
Sterne.

Tha joy of tho spiat is a doheate, .sacred

doposit, and must ba keptiz n puro caskol §
n gini its lustre an

fado its frishness.—Cecil,’
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