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Puncan Matheson, the Hcottioh Hvan
golat,

——

Dunosn MoThezeit waa horn o Huntly.
Aberdeenshive, Nov, 22, 1824, and even
durinzg hiz boyhood, vihibited tokens of tha
fadomitably will, and fiery enoegy, which
swhen manatified in aitor yours by the Holy
Wpirit's intinencs, becawo mighiy tools for
Alle Master'a serviee. Iz biographer has
called hin, ¢ o vonyh, but genuine Caisne
govm.” Iig disposition W markod by
thnt wnilitury heroisnr, wud rezolute ¢ hold-
fastness,” 80 genvully chavacteristic of his
gallant nation,  To debormmine on any
coursy of activn, was, with him, to carry
through the purpose to its sccomplish-
ment. .

In such n soul's coming fo Christ, there
would paturally bo o powerful strnggle, I’,‘.
4ho words of “the glorious Dreawor,
Dunean might have eaid :  *Saten pulled,
and Ipulled.”” DBut Satan pulled alone;
\while on tho sido of the wrestling soul,
stood tho Everlateuing Conqueror, Jesus,
the Son of God, who took tho prey from
tho mighty, and palled bira into the avk of
salvation.

Worldly inclinations, natural hatred to
4ho doctrina of humen depravity, a.nd o
prond unwillingness to acoopt salvation a3
2 freo gift,—all wero strong hindrances to
his heavenwetrd tending. At length cameo
a season whon % the tervor of the Lord ™
fillod his soul. Conviction of sin now
pressed honvily on him; willingness to bo
saved in God's way followed; and aftor a
weary struggle, peaco came, with the ro-
anembranco of the words, * God so loved
the world, that ho gave his only bogotton
Son, that whosoovor beiioveth in him
should not perieh, but have everlasting lifo.
(Jobn iii., 16.)

As soon ns Duncau had himselt tasted
that the Lord ig gracions, he devoted all
s loisuro hours to preclaiming the gospol
to others. At fiest hie only venturod on
roading aud prayer : thon a Christian lady
urged him to “stir up the gift” that wasin
him, by moro public evangolization.

A ivorthy old saint, oxhorting tho young
evangulist to “follow on to know tho Lord,”
pithly oxclaimed, in tho strong sweelness
of tho Scoteh dinlect :

¢ Hand in wi' Cluist, whatever hnl)pons,
ayo think weol o' God; an tak’ care o' yer-
gol’; for, yo kon, a breath dims @ polished
shaft!”

Finding himsolf unablo to purchase as
many racts as ke required, he for soveral
months, earnestly prayed that the Lord
would give him & prinfing press, so that ho
night be onabled to obtain a large supply
at [ess expense, His prayer was heard. Ho
abtained an old press and types, at a merely
nominal price.

Then, during whole nights, did Duncan
{oil to acquiro tho necessary skill; often
boing wofully disconcerted by tho fall into
“pio” of somo fairly sot up pago of {ypo;
yot mnover discouraged, but praying and
working on, until success crowned his
offorts, and thousands of Gospel tracts
issuod from his old press.

When the Crimean war broke out, his
military ardor was kindled by the sounds
of the trumpets; and he burned to accom-
pany tho soldiers as their friend and mis-
gionary. Buf he hird no racans of carrying
out s wish. e had long given up his
trade as a stone cutter, and was cinployed
by the Duchess of Gordon as & Scripture
reader, at tho sinall salary of forty pounds
o year, immessurably less than ho could
havo earned by his trade in wltch ho was
proficient; but his soul was on fire for Christ,
fx?d carthly gain was counted out loss by

m.

o now besought the Lord for menns to
£o to the Crimes; and this petition also was
granted. A lettor was one day brought him,
whick ran thus:

“If you are still in the mind to go to the
East, roply by return of post; and please
sy when you could start.”

The writer, the Rov. J. Bonar, was un-
knownu r b ;and it afterwards appeared
that the otter was ntended for another
porson o1 the game namo. DBut God
ordetedl v Jat this ceoming mistake only
furthoo- e 1 own divine purposes.  Mathie-
son weo? (o tho Crimea, and there, among
his owu countrymon, gs well as ainong tho
French alli, and the Sardinian contingent,
Lo soon becawo known and valued as the
univsreal helper. Iiving himself in the
most self-denying way, he procured for the
sick and wounded many comforts which
they must otherwise have wanted.

Ho did not believe in preaching o religion
of theory ; for with him was practical godhi-
xness ; and ho strove to bemfit both body
and soul. With his talent and perseverance,
heo quickly succeeded in acquiring a know-
ledge of IFrench, and thon tried Itnlian.
Long beforo he could speak the Southern
tongue, howould take an Ltahian Testament,
aad going among the Sardininns read that
}n'ecious verse which had brought peace to

us own soul. Thoe warm hearted nauves
of tho Jovely South gathoered arvand the
noblo-sonled Scotchmian who showed so
much anxiety for thoir welfare, nud Listened,
as horead in his rugged foreign acconts,
the story of love. When, long after, he
visited Italy, ho was welcomed by s old
fricnds by the title which they hiad given
gxm a:]ni(}st tho battles—* Tho Sardinun's
‘riend..

Turks and Greeks, Cossacks and Rus
sians, all veceived the work of God in thar
ovn lavguages. Thousands of copics ot
the Scriptures were sold and given away Vy
-this one man of God, whose motto ever was,
“T press forward.” As soon as hn was
able, howevor imperfectly, to spenk a fow
hesitating words in a foreign tongno, ne
emotion of selfish pride preventod lis using
his “uno talent” for God. e would spea
for Christ, aven ifit woro ‘'with stammening.
lips,” {rosting tho promise, * To hita that
hath shall moro bhe given;” n promise
abundantly {uifilled--in-tho ‘experience of
Duncan Matheson.

Ou hiv'rotuyn home ad tho closo of {ie
way, ho 2oé-himsell more thun svar to work-
for his own Seotland. As regarded his toili
for,. Jesas, he could. truly say.: “Tlis one:
thing Tdo 1"

“ Tepd&x and.4xue * as Lo was -in sll his
2ocifl and demegtic re'ations, hv yet rni-
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On his marcinrs to her whom his atroug
heart loved with most leal dovotion, he
would not, even for ono day, piuso in his
splritual sorvice, sayinz nilectionately to
hig Mary, like-minded with himselt ¢

WPe'll get rettiod \q') yonder in the
Tather itonge 3 mounvhilo Jot us work und
win soule”

At fairs, in etvcets, or in churches, all
laces wore aliko to Thmoan. Wherover he
wd opportunity, thove was his etanding
slace, pad there ho preached the grospel.
his traots woro still printed, and bo odited
» monthly paper, The Herald of Meicy,
which wag b{:rasc-\‘l to many couls.

So passed away o “miszhty nian of volor,
one of thoso noblo ”* Christian's at work,
whoso stories aro about to be brought, fiom
tine to thme, befora our roaders, i!_l tho
hapo that tho stirring oxamples of anch
{mpassioned love and labour may incite
othors to step forward into tho vacant
places of these dead warriors; for amidst
tho terrible sins nud sorrowe of this world
of ruya, nono had nead to hold back, con-
tonied with a half sorvice for the risen Lord
who lover us and calls us all to work, and
fight tho geod fight as

JEROES OF THE FAITH.

Marriage with a Deceased Wife's Sistor.

About a year ago & Bill sanofioning mar-
ringo with n deconsed wifo’s sistor passed
the Vietorian Logislature. ‘Cho General
Assembly of tho Prosbyterian Church ro-
poatedly protestod aud potitioned against
such logjslation, }and in November, 1872,
momorinlﬂsed the Queen not to aflix the
Royal signature to the Bill. Tho Royal
signature, however, was n{xponded, and no
sooner had the fact reached the colony than
» movemont was commonced in tho Pres-
byterian Churoh to bring the digoipline of
the Church into accordance with tho new
logistation. ‘The chiot overs were tho
Rev. Andrew Robertson, of West Mil-
bourne, lato of tho United Prebyterian
Church, Stowe, and the Reov. Jameos
Nish, of Sandhurst. Noithor of theso
brothren had said a word on the subject
whon tho matter was before tho Assembly,
which hiad beon all along unanimous. Even
at the meeting of Commussion in May last
o ‘motion proposed by Dr. Cameron was
unnnimously agreed to, warning all the
ministcrs of the Church against celobrating,
and all members of the Chureh against con-
tracting, such marringes. Soon after the
mooting of Commussion & lettor appeared n
the néwspapors, signed 1y Mr. Kobortson,
demanding that tho question should be
mado an -open ono in tho Presbyterian
Church., Mr, Kish also laid on tho table of
his Prosbytery an ovorture embodying tho
samo demand, and two overtures of tho
same sort wero laid on the tablo of other
Presbyteries. Tho question was thus unex.
poctedly raised within the Church, and
anothor letter appeared from Mr. Robert-
son announcing, from information reccived,
that the Goneral Assombly at ita nest
mooting would grant to the ministers and
members of the Church tho liberty Intherto
refused. Two publications wore speedily
issued on tho gubject—one a sermon by Dr.
Cairns, and the other an. claborate pamph-
let by Dr. Cameron—in which tho question
was discussed 1 all its aspects, Seriptural,
historical, and social, and in which the un-
perative duty of the Chuveh to mawmtain hor
doctrino and disciphno was urged and en-
forced. The advocates of the nev marriage
law made no attempt to meetl the argu-
monts except by letters to the nowspapers.
When the General Assembly met last
month tho sub)ect was brought up in con.
nection with the report of tho committeo
apponted by the Commission, and which
was given in by Dr. Cameron. Thereaftor
Dr. Cairns moved as {ollows :—* Approve
wenerally of thereport, distmss overture, and
declaro tho contmued adherence of this
Church tothe doctrine of Scripturo ns stated
in the 24th chapter of tho Confession of
Faith ou the subject of marriage, especially
of section 4. . Turther, tho General
Assembly reiterate the warning addressed
by last Commission to tiro mimsters of tlns
Caurch againsy celebrating, aud to the
wmembers of this Church against contract-
ing, marnage with o deceased wite's
sister.”

An amondment was moved by Mr. Robert.
son to the cffect that the question should
bs regarded as an open one in tho Church.
The discussion thatfollowed lasted through
three sederunts, and near the ¢lvso of the
third sederunt Mr. ifotherington proposed
a second amendinent, that the report of the
connnitico should be sent down to Presby-
tories, and that meanwhile ministers should
bo warned agatst celebrating, and mem-
bers against contracting, such marringos,
Ono vote only was given for Mr. Robert-
son’s amendment. The vote was then taken
between Dr. Cairn's motion and M.
Hetherington's amendmeut, when the for-
meor was carried by 61 to 3. Mr. Robert-
son has ainco written a lotter to onoe of the
papers proclauning his readiness, votwith-
standiug the deeesion, Lo recoive to o
borshup persous who have cuutiacted or
may yet conltact such iuarriages. At a
meeting of the Presbytery suneo held Dr.
Cameron laid on the table a copy of tho
néwspaper containing tho lotter, and inti-
mated that at next meoting he would move
that the letter be taken wto cunsideration,
with a view to tho vindication of the
authorivy of the Church.

What is in Store for the Unmarried

If a Qacen woars rufiles for a good
reason, Lo sul jeets must do so without one.
L a Enncess Liops through atlletivn, the
young ladies suduenly becomes lame. It
will now be the young men's turn to ape
Royalty when thoy enter upon the mavriage
state, and 1:!: will be bnrious tonoto whether
they will como off bottsr than the young
ladies have done. Adcording to tho Russian
marfisgo éustom tlis bridégrooms woars a
ring ds well as tho bride, The Duake of
Edinbirgh béing in Rasdia fell 1 with the
Russi s nindd, and bedarito ' lindmig party
to tho contract as feadiiy ashe cddressed
the ** Reverend: Father” Porhaps the
§ouiy ladivs will/insist ®pon thizubketvanco
beififg v4tricd out, nd- theirall the young
men of tbs £ e Yan do will be to struggle
over Liwlittls ndditloral expenryat that
firondy oxpentive ‘c:m. .
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About Milinery and Marriago,

" Phis article i3 intended for young we-
nen, but only for theso who want Ins
{mmlﬂ. Theso who havo munde up tiwiv
mindy o rommin single, who 'wou!du'§
imarry the Lest mon thatever lived, theve!
ean pars over this nxticle, o3 it haa no io-
terust for thom, Men will shut their cyos
it they havo the lenst spark of dalicaey, of
cotse, for overy word of this i private and
conjid-ntial,
Pirstly, You
in this way,

are perfeet idiots to go on
Your bodios aro the most
beautitul of God’s ereatione, In tho con-
tinentnl gallerics I .always saw groups of
peoplo gathered about the pictures of wo-
men, It was not passion, ths gnzera wore
just as likely to bo women as men ; it was
beeauso of iho wondrous boauty of awoman's
body.

Now, stond with mo at my ofifice wia-
dow, and sco a lady pass, ™ There goes
ono! MNow, isn't that a pretty looking
chicct? A Dig hump, three big lamps, »
wildernces of erimpa and_frills, a haaling
up of thoe dress hero and thero, an epor-
mons hideous mass of falso hair or bak

iled on the top of her head, sl.mnox.mtod
Ey a little hat, ornamented with _lnts of
Iaan, bird’s tails, ete. Who shop wm(.lowa
toll us, all day long, of the pnddings,
whalcbores and steel springs whioh oc-
cupy most of ths space within the oufside
rig.

In the name of all tho simple, sweot sen-
timents which cluster aliout a home, I would
ack, ITow is & man to foll in Jove with such
& piece of compound, doubled and twisted,
touch-meo-not artificinlity asyou sco in that
wrizgling curiosity ?

Secondly. With that wasp waist, squeez-
ing your lungs, storach, liver, aud othor
vital organs, into onc half their natural
gizo, and with that long irail dragging on
the ground, how can any man of sense who
knows that lifo i3 made up of uso,of service,
of work, how oan he take such n partner?
Ho must bo desperate indeed to wlito him-
sclf for lifo with such a feitored, half-breath-
ing ornamont.

Thirdly. Your bad dress and Inck of ox-
erciso lead to bad health, and men wisely
fear that instead of n helpwmato they would
got an invalid to take caroof. This bad
health in you, just as in mon, makes the
mind as well a3t o body fuddied and offem-
inate. You have no power, no magnetism !
1 know you giggle fréely and uso big
adjectives, such as * splondald,” * awful,” but
thon this don't decoive us: we sco through
it all ; you aro superficial, affected, silly; you
have nono of that womanly strength and
warimnth which are so assuring and attractive
to-man,

Ay dear girls, you 1zust, if youwould got
husbands, and decont ones, dress in plain,
neat, becoming garments, and talk liko son-
sible, earncst sisters.

You say vou don’t eare, you won't dress
to pleaso men, ote. Then I am not talk.
ing to you, for, as I said in tho beginning,
it is addrressed fo those who want has-
bands, and wonld like to know how to get
them.

You say that tho most sensible men are
crazy after theso buttorflics of fashion. T
beg your pardon, it is not so. Oceasion-
nlly a man of brilliant success may marry
n silly wonk woman, but to say, ns I have
heard women say o hundred times, that
the mcst sensiblo tnen choose women withe
ont sense, is simply absurd. Nineteon
times in twenty, sensible mon choose son-
sible women. I grant you that in company
they are very likely to chat and toy with
thoso ovordressed and forward creatures,
but they doa't ask them to go to tho altar
with thom.

Fourthly. Among the young men in tho
matrunonial market, only a vory small
npumber aro independently rich, and in
Ameriea such very raroly make good hus-
bands. DBut the number of those who are
just beginning in life, who aro filled with a
noble ambition, who have a future, is ve
lurge. These are worth having. But such
will not, they dare notask you tojon them,
while they sce you so tdle, so sil]]y, and so
gorgeously attired. Let them seo that you
aro industrious, economical, with habits
that secura health and strength, that your
lifo is earnost and real, that you would be
willing to begin at the beginnming in hfe
with tho man who would consent to marry,
then marriago will become the rule,and not,
28 now, tho excoption.—Dr. Dio Lewis.

Trichinosis.

Tho picture drawn by the local physician
who attended the recent enses of “trichin-
osis” in Obio, is more vividly realistic than
pleasant, The victims, it abpears, aro &
young man Lotween whose Gorman nation-
ality and appotite for pork the relation is
obvious, nnd the respeeted wife of & clergy-
man, also German, who was performing
the Christian function of nurse to the un-
ortapate 3 ung man,  Besides thise two
there were otlu rs afllicted 1n moro moider-
atio1. The mother and family of the young
man wore less soverely affected, It may
also bo mteresting to know that it was tho
particalar domestic hog of this family which
was the wmnocent causo of tho trouble. The
phiysteian, or *$prefessor” rather, who made
the post-mortem examination, declarss
shat the dizease had first extended, from ono
of tho fanmly hows to anothor, though in.
volving the death of neaither.  Concerning
tho relations of trichinosis and hog cholora
this lenrned man says that after auattack of
t.izlunoss the poson still roemnias n tho
flegh for years, ready to develop discaso
wheo tins tlosh s eaton or talien into tire
stomnch ; but, aftor hoes recover from hoy
cholera, they nro fattened and sold to butch-
¢, and tho meat becomes ona of the prin-
-eipal articles of faod in tho Wost uader the
f rin of bacon and sugar cured hams, Ho
concludes, therefore, that triching 18 acause
of hog cholera;, which is how prevailing to
8 great extont m somo parts of Kentweky.

But thaso cheerful statewmonts are morely
‘supploinentary and trivial, liiving no direct
‘bontiug ipon-the cases in poiat. Aftereare.
ul cxammation of the bodios of the:huiasu:
. viotimr-of tho prodatory triching, the .dogi
.tore:hfilem that there wors: 4ighty 1hillions:
- of thiveo sbimaldnl® fa swry cabic iucle of
. the Huslcy:thut: thoy. ‘had previded aiil:
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of the defanet careases, and worso than all,
tho suters-copie oxemiuation dovolaped tho
ptartling 2t that millions of ilo trichinw
ware aliges cofling and unsoiling in the ts.
suea. This faot,” eava tho lecel editor,
whus orented o profound senpaticn thronghe
out {hat ssctionof Tudiana in which Aurera
ir. Lituated, nad, taken in conueotion with
the deuths named, comp}etﬁlf‘ killad tho
galo of pork rs an artiolo of human food.
Fxperimonts with the infocted povk show
that 195 degrees Fahrenhoit will  destroy
the worms, but a8 it requives 212 dogrees
to boil water, tho meat  thoroughly botled
would bo perfeetly harmless; bt tho Jghes-
tion 12 who would eat meat, no matter how
mueh it is boiled, that was known to be
infected with trichine.”

Who indeed? Frogswo know, and we
have o dilnted faith in  the romote porsi-
bilities of rats and horse-flesh and snails
and birds-nests 3 bub trichinw, never! but
vet we like porls, nor shall we besitate to
vecommond it.  Of twonty millian pork.
cators in this country fower dio from trioki-
Dosis than are annuaily struok by lightning.
It claims bug its units whero wizkoy takes
thousands. It kuills ita twas and threes while
korogono nurdors tons of thonsands, There-
fore, lot nsbo ealm and continuo to like
pork, und to eat it.

Denominational Papers.

—

Dr. J. G. Holland, recontly in Scribner's
Monthly, came out rath_er strongly against
church papers, intimating that they were
temporary Arrangemonts, that would pass
away to make room for the more pexfecs
indopendent papers, Dr. Tlolland lias not
shown his nsual sagacity in these romarks.
A church paper is a church ngenoy for in-
structing and educating the people who read
it. 1It1sno mor hkely to doline sud pass
away, than the othor nagencies which the
churches omploy. 'There are now many in-
dependent ovangolists abroad _proaching,
without being under the direotion of any
church. They ave not at all likely to super-
sodo tho established church agencies for
preaching the gospol.  Theso indopendonts
are not o whit freer from sectarian feoling
aud glavery to aystoms nnd croeda, than tlgo
winistry of the orthodox churches. And it
15 vory ensy to seo that, in some casos at
least, tho editor of & 5o enlled indopendont
paper may have less freelom than tho
oditor of & denominational paper,

So far from there being any ground for
tho nssumption that denominationel papers
will soon disappenr, thoy aro hikely to con-
tintte to hive and flourishns longas churches
and donominations flourish, The N. Y. In-
dependent, though jtself an oxample of an
indopondent religious paper, cannol accopt
Dr. Holland’s views of donominational
papors. Though beliovivg that tho non-
denominational papars have some import-
ant rdvantages, it doos not claim that all
tho navantagos are on that side, and frankly
acknowledges that a paper may be denom.
inational and yet independontly edited. It
says :*

«That thero is any reason why a denom-
inational paper should bo ‘tho organ of &
soct, aud so its *slave,’ wo do not beliove.
At nny rate, itis no moro its ¢ slave’ than
the indepdont religious paper is the * slave’
of its somewhat shorter creed. Tho latter
accopls with a good deal of earnostness the
Evangolical Christinn faith, is its ‘origin,’
its ¢ slave,’ it you plonso just as much as the
scetarinn journal is the ‘organ’ and ‘slave’
of its somewhat longor croed. In somo ro.
spects, indeed, the donomination‘nl papor
has tho advantage, There is nothing a de-
nominational paper cannot -discuss, if it
will. But an undenominational paper
virtually pledges itsolf not to discuss somb
important snbjects. We, for example, can-
not attack or defend the indepeudency of
Congregationalisio, the ropresentative sys-
tem of Presbyterinnism, nor the ordor of
bishiops which wo find in Methodisn nnd
Episcopalinnisin,  Onr  tha questions of
immersion snd ipfant baptism we have no
right to enter. Fortunately theso aro none
of them questions of prime importance, and
wo find no lack of Jarger subjects to discuss
But these, too, noed discussion ; and Chriv-
tians with any brains need o have opinionx
on thom, nud, therefore, denominations and
denominational papersmust exist; and even
the oditors of L'he Independent in theh
individual capacity choose to nlly them
gelves—as we doubt not Dr. Holland does
—with some religious donomination, and
read its papers with some satisfaction, al-
though in theso coluans compelled to fore-
go conscientionsly, aud now and then with
somo self-denial, the discusion of intorest-
ing topics. But whether a denominational
paper Do ‘slavoe’ or ‘indepoudent’ depeuds
on its editing. It is just as in politics.
Harper’s Weekly is Ropublican ; bud it i
very independent. If there 13 one religious
torgan’ in the country, it is T'he Christian
Advocate of this city, owned by a denomin-
ation, whoso Conferoncs elects its oditor.
Bat it is one of the most indedendont papers
in tho United States, and acne the less
irdependont for bemg firm in it hold on
tho Methodint fmith and order. ‘—1 fte Clires-
tian Guardian,

Esquimaux Marriage Ceremonies.

In an nccount of tho marringe coremonies
of the Esquumaux givon by Dr. Hayas, he
says :—*Tho match is mado by the pavents
of tho couple.  Tho bridegroom must go
out and capturo a polar boar, us an avi.
denco of mnnl{ conurago and strength,
Then ho 18 told he car marry,if go inclined;
and, liko most bachclors, ho is genernlly so
inclived. 1o snenks behind the door of
his innmorata, and when she enmos out he

punces upon her and undertakes to bear
wer awny to his dog-slodwo,  She kicks,
bitos, screams, and broaks nivny from him.
He chnges her, and tho old womoen of the

sottloment como with frozen slrips of seal.
skin and givo ler a thvack. Altor runnusiy
tlLo ganutlet of these o'l weten, she fnlk:
down exhausted dnd  surfonders 10
bridegroom theh Ipahes her to hik ‘slodge,
anl, whippiag up s dogs, they fly over
thé frozany anvw, and the wedding is oon-
sutamated,” ’ ' '

Py —— s .
KingLunalilo'n.asenpancy: of she, $hrone.
ofthe Sandwich:Jelande hibs boarr briafi. Ho
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~a

Nowspapors Denestically Consldered,

——

Too low an estimale s apt to Do rot ¢p |
tho domestio value of newspapaors,
reading them,and putting omsalves thronay,

gotton, DBut to suppose their waefulues
bounded by thoir notwa colamns and i,
wasto bag is o thriftless mistuke.

In tha first place, thera are the hoag,
hold recipes, to bo found in atray cornee
often excellont, sud desmving & rofuge o
tho fly-leat of the fatuily cook-book. Then,
come the protty vorses, the strango and
droll atorivz, mad brief blogeaphict and ye.
minisconces which, pasted in a serap-hook,
aro o source of novor-ending pleasurs pof
only® to thosa) who do not} cavef for vichey
intellectual food, but to thoss who have
only odd minutes for reading,

Nothwithstanding  the squibg jocala.
journalists inve penned on thottss of nawg.
papers for bed-clothing, wo know fom ¢x.
periouco that thess are nok to bo - despisce,
‘They may not be ns comfortablo s youp
blankets, but certainly they koep ont the
cold. Two thicknesaes of papors aro bets
tor than n pair of blankots, and in tho ease
of porsons who dislike tho waight of magy
bed-clothes, they avo invaluablo, A spraml
made of a doubls layer of papors botwaey
 covering of calico or chintz, is dasirable
in overy hiouschold, The papers should be
tacked togother with thread, and alo bag.
ed to the covering to koog them from slip.
ping.  Au objection has been miude on ae-

choson tho noisa will not bo nunoying, ei«
peoinlly shonld tho sproad be laid bebween
a blanket and the countorpanv,

As a protestion to plants azaivet cold,
both in and out of doors, nothin is better,
If nowspapers are pinned up over night at
o wirdow botwoen pots and glass, tho flow.
ox3 will not oniy bo not feozon, bub wil
not oven get ohilled, ns thoy are so liable
to bo at this season. In the samn way. if
taken to cover garden-beds, on ths frosty
nights of early autumm, thoy will allaw the

ilants to remain safely out-doors somotime
ater thaun is common.

journals to is the keeping of ice in simmer,
An ingenioushonsckeopor recontly discover.
ed that-her dail{ lump of ice would last
nearly twice as long when wra
newspapers, and placed in any kind of cov}
ored box, as when trustod solely to a rofric
erator. 'This is vory conveniont, sinco it
18 g.ossiblo to have the best and chonpest
rofrigorator constantly at hand.

To polich a1l kinds of glass after washius,
oxcept tablo glass, no oloth or flaunel is
half s0 good a8 a nowspaper; and for 2
bakor's.dozon of othor uaes, quito forsign
to its primal purpose, it is without a rival
—“Home and Socicty ;" Seribner's for
March.

Scepticism and Superstition.

It is o remnarkable phonomenon in the re.
higious history of the world that a spirit of
unbelief should so often.be foand allied to
supersatition. Tho transition from the one
stato to tho other is frequont and ensy.
From debasing superatitions men pass into
infidolity and from infidolity they go hack
{o suporstition. This.singuiar faot is illus.
trated sometitaes in tho history of indi-
viduals, aud sometimes in nations nad com.
1nunities. '

Wo know one of the clerest intollocts and
most vigorens writers of the present dny,
now & Presbyterian, then a Universaliat,
then o sceptic, nud finally passing at one
bound from the extromest infidelity aud
somiathoisin into tho bosom of *¢ IHoly
Mother Church.” One day ho believes
nothuug; the next ho swallewa ull the fables
of Popery, transuvstantiation, jnfallibility,
legends of the saints, and winking Madon-
nas,

Historians have remork-ad that the decline
¢f Pa ranism in thy Roman Bmpire tvad im.
sluately followoed by the risa of astrology.
et the philosophet  coasod to beliove in
th pods they sabstituted o boliof in
a -veicy,  and dreanms, aud supernatural
wonts, They persuaded themsolves that
.- - eould discovor the will of heaven in
thy ¢ lonr of a ealf's livor, or tho direction
of au flight of birds, or tho appetito of the
sacred chickens. ‘Iho appearaunce of o
comet or a meteor was the signal of some
new ralamity. The consoling dnctrine of 2
presiding intelligenco was exchaneed for
tho Lelief that the destiny of each individual
iz contratled by tho star nnder which heis
bori. No enterpuso could ho undortaken
until the position of tho planeis had bern
observed. -

10 wo not find thus same tendency illns.
trated in the * pilgrimages™ of which so
much i8 now said? It is o humilinting
apeets Lo seo intollizent men in this niaee
teouth century thus reviving tho supersti-
tions of the dark nues. It is cnough
shake our faith an the binsted progress of
the worll. But it only shows that when
infidehty has disordored the minds of meu
;hl(;y aro fit subjects for any delusion and
oliy.

. Dow vain is the attompt to blot out the
idea of GoAd | Seiontists decreo that * thore
isno God,’ and thon writo Nature witha
capital N'1

French atheism draps down voligione
morality, public ordet, in‘one cotumar: ruing
sproads destruction and torror through the
stroets of Paris ; reducos France from: her
pro:ennnence io the fowily of nntions;
and then goos on o pisus pilgrimngo to
taray .e-Monial to worahip Jm hones ol -t
Rownish saint!  Isit nof trug that reeptisin
snd saportition are naturnl allive 2—Don<
don'(Eng.) Weskly Reviow. : '

Tho lady m Millais’ famons picturd wonld'
fain:rave hor lovoy's lifé front tlie mndsaory
of Dartholomow, by binding tho papisi
badgs arbAnd lig-arms heckidroe hiet for”
her1o¥a, but finuly remnovbs the badyds

when tha:dearost frietidswo hars hute, duk

§ of mistaken tendemess, wonld pofmunle ME-

to avoid gehcoqtiou by ralipgnirhing i !
olple, and doing se: pihors' do, we Rionld:
thank-ihein’ for:tholr Iove, but with nabdnds

disd o'u'-tbq' 8rd wK: of dome throad:-cdfn-
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