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PROVINCIAL SYNOD.

The following Address from tho Provincial Synod of the United Ciurch of
England and Ireland in Canada, sssembled at Montreal in So{xembor, 1865, was
forwarded to His Graco the Archbishop of Canterbury, by the Lord Bishop of
Montroal, as Metropolitan and President of the Synod :

To His Grace, CuarLes Trosas, Archbishop of Canterbury, D.D., Primate
of all England, and Metropolitan :

Maxy 17 Prease Your Graor,—Wo, the Bishops, Clergy, and Laity, of the
Provinco of Cannda, in triennial Synod nssembled, desire to represont to your
Grace, that in consequence of the recent decisions of the Judicinl Committee of
the Privy Council in the well known caso respeeting tho Essays and Reviews, and
algo in the case of tho Bishop of Natal and the Bishop of Cape-Town, the minds of
many members of the Church have been unscttled or painfully alarmed, and that
doctrines hitherto believed to be Scriptural, and undoubtedly held by the members
of the Church of England and Ireland, have been adjudicated upon by the Privy
Council in such a way es to lead thousands of our brethren to conclude that, ac-
cording to this decision, it is quite compatible with membership in the Church of
England to discredit the historienl facts of Holy Seripture, and to disbelieve the
eternity of future punishment; moreover, we wonld express to your Grace the
intense alarm felt by many in Canada lest the tendency of the revival of the active

owers of Convocation should leave us governed by Canouns different from those
i force in England and Ireland, and thus cause us’ to drift into the status of an
ndependent branch of the Catholle Chureh, a result which we would at this time
most solemnly deplore.

In order, therefore, to comfort the souls of the faithful, and resssure the
minds of wavering members of the Church, and to obviate, so far as may be, the
suspicion whereby so many are scandalized, that the Church is a creation of
Parliament, we humbly entreat your Grace, since the assembling of a general
council of the whole Catholic Church is at present impracticuble, to conveno &
Nativnal Synod of the Bishops of the Anglican Church at home and abroad, who
attended by one or more of tgeir Presbyters or Laymen, learned in ecclesiastic
law, as their advisers, may meet together, and under the guidance of the Holy
Ghost take such counsel and udopt such measures, as may be best fitted to pro-
vide for the present distress, in such synod presided over by your Grace.

F. MONTREAL, MerroroLiTAYN, President.
Jas Bzavex, D.D., Prolocutor.

REPLY OF THE ARCHBISHOP,

To the Bishops, Clergy and Laity of the Province of Canada, latel
P assembled in their TCiennial Synor{ ' Y
ApbpixeroN Park, DECEMBER, 1865.
My Riant Rev., REV. AXD DRAR BRETHREX,
I have duly received the Address forwarded to me by your
Metropolitan, from the late Triennial Provincial Synod of the Province of Can-
ada, requesting me to convene a Synod of the Bishops of the Anglican Church,
both at home and abroad, in order thatthey may meet together, and,under the
guidance of the Holy Ghost, take such counsel, and adopt such measures as may
be best fitted to provide for the present distress. .

I can well understand your surprise and alarm at the recent decisions of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, in grave matters bearing upon the doc-
trine and discipline of our Church, and I can comprehend your anxiety, 1ést the
recent revival of action in the two Provincial Convocations of Canterbury and
Yorl, should lead to the disturbance of those relations, which have hitherto
sabsisted between the different branches of the Anglican Church. o

The meeting of such o Synod as_you propose is not by any tneans foteign to
my own feelings, and I think it might tend to prevent those inconveniences the



