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22 THE BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

CANADA MAY SUPPLY BRITAIN WITH PAPER.

FRATURES OF THE TORONTO HBOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS' MEETING WHEN ||
MR. W. ). GAGR ENTRRTAINED THE MEMNERS AND THE
I YEAR'S BUSINESS WAS DISPOSED OF,

MOST enjoyable combination of busi-
A ness and pleasute was the annual
meeting of the Booksellers and Stationers’
section of the Toronto Board of Trade,
which met at the National Club on the
evening of January 24 by invitation of the
chairman, Mr. W, J. Gage. The proceed-
ings were informal, owing to the recent
death of the Sovereign, the members
refraining from any toasts or other evi-
dences of festivity. The occasion, however,
was of such an agreeable nature, and the
friendly feelings promoted by the meeting
were so generally appreciated that the
worthy chairman of the section was cor-
dially thanked by all those present. They
included : Richard Brown, Rev. William
Biiggs, A. S. lwing, ]J. F. Ellis, A. W,
Thomas, William Copp, S. R. Harn,
George Warwnick, D. A. Rose, W. P.
Gundy, Fred. J. Campbell, George Spence,
W. J. Davis, F. H. Gage, T. A. Brown,
J. T. Hornibrook, Edgar J. Wills, and the
editor of BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER.

After an excellent dinner had been par-
taken of Mr. Gage opened the business
proceedings by referring to the deep sorrow of
those present,as well as those of the people of
the Biitisk Empire, at the death of Queen
Victoria, an event which precluded anything
in the nature of formal toasts. The chair-
man read letters of regret from Mr. H. L,
‘Thompson, president of The Copp, Clatk
Co.; Mr. Graham, of Buntin, Gillies &
Co., Hamillon; Mr. A. F. Rutter, of
\Varwick Bros. & Rutter, and other members
who were out of town, regretting their in-
ability to be present.

THE STANDING OF THE TRADE.

The chaitman went on to point out that,
in meeting together as they were downg. the
trade would cultivate the esprit du corps,
which was always of value in an organiza-
tion of this kind, since any trade would be
judged by the estimate which its own mem-
bers placed upon their business. Booker
Washington, the famous colored orator, has
said that tke use of the toothbrush was the
best index of an advance in civilization.
Another supposed indication of higher
civilization was the use of soap, as cleanli-
ness was next to godliness (Jaughter), but
the booksellers and stationers considered
that the beat index of national progress was
the use of paper and books. A statistician,
in illustrating the progress of our late

Queen's gloricus reign, had shown that,
whereas in 1837 the average sum spent by
an Englishman {or books was 12s., at the
close of her reign it-was 12s. This was a
significant evidence of national advance-
ment, Mr. Gage continuing, said, that the
past year had not been an active one for
the section, over which he was glad to pre-
side, and he found it a difficult thing to
make a report. He was proud to recognize
that the position held by him bad, in the
past, been associated with ewminent members
of the trade, like Messrs. Reid, Richard
Brown, Copp, Clask, Warwick, Rote and
others, all representing the bighest char-
acter in business life. He considered the
present meeting a good influence as it must
conduce to barmony of action and purpose
in the trade. He then presented tae report
as follows :
ANNUAL REPFORT.

During the year there has been a steady develop-
ment of the publishing, bnok and stationery budness
10 Canada, The present aatisfactory conditionof the
pallishing trade as comnparced with a few years ago
f» the result larrely of the recent Copyright Act of
the United States amd the advent of better Uoex
Through the ojcration of the Copyright Actthe took-
sellers are uo Jonger deluged with the cheap regeints
that were formnerly Issued, and arv in a pueltion to
pootect the putile by glving value for their expend!-
ture on books. Good times have providal & lance
coustitucacy to cater to.

It i3 also a plensure 10 nate the fmproved mechsud-
cal appcarance of Canadian pablications, which now
compare favorably with those of any other cvuntry.

Canadian copyright is still in nn unsatisfactory con.
dltion. During the year two members of the Board
of Trade. Mr Momug and Mr, Thomas, representing
the (anadian Nanulacturers” Lssociation, attended
the 1th antiual 1ecting of the Chambers of Comnmerce
of the Rritish Emplre, hicld In London, and suctealed
11 securing the adojtion of a resolution favoring the
rizht of colonics to make thelr own copyright laws,

The Iaminton I'mtHament under two succesive
vovernments have jassed legtslation deallng with
thls questiun in the interets of the Canadian jal-
Ishier which, unfortuaasely, i »dll inojemative, lack-
g Tmperial aent 11 i3 2o te hojxed that sigoruus
atd Jdeteraines action will te taken by the lloan! of
Trade. Asstsia) LY the coopermtton of the jejer
waking. pinting and other allic! tade to obiatn
linpetial sanction,

1 the list of suljects assigned Ly the Hrttiah Nosth
\menca At to the Inomtiion ariiament, tatentx
and copyrishits arc apecitiod toecther, and it scvms
reasonable that the right of the Domtnlon 'arlia
1acnt to Jeglalate for the oue should be jast as oxten-
2I0C A 1t 15 T legilate for the other

In ander Lo secunv s patent rghit for a machine
vanala {t i necesaary 1o nanulacture here nithin a
reasanable time, thus giving entflayment toCatadian
workmen.

The Ameriaan pabllsher can oRaln copgripht by
iy sending smnple cujder and reglstering hifs tonk
1o landon, and In this way preveats the tauadian
publisher from making 1t here. thuy compelling the
canadian book-iet 1o take his ook Tinted on
American pwjes and made v American (winters and
wokbinden.

The lmportant principle fnvolved of Cauadians
making thelrown lnwg, the great imputus that would
e given to a large lndustry, demands the scrious
uttention of our leglslative bodies.

A distlnguirhed scfentist stated a few years ago
that the price of mgs was a ood index totheadvauce
of chvilization, they belng made fnto paper, and the
use of pajer ety nu fndleation of the Infuston of
know ledge.

At the begloning of the reign of Her late Majesty,
1, 1b. of paper were consumed, on the average, by
each rexldent of Great Britatn : now It requires about
151b, Inthe United States it requines about 12 1b. for
cach citizen, Germany 10 1b,, France 8§ 1b,, 1aly 3 Wb,
Catiada must Le up to or shove the average of Great
Britain,

Durlng the jxst year the paper business in Canadn
has been exceptionally prosperous. aper mills have
been six months behind fn filllng thedr onders. Ta
incet the demand the old mills are Increasing thelr
capacity s new mills are being erected.  Statlounerx
whomnake the paper up futo different forms for prace
tical us¢ have shared in the geneal prosperity, and
found 1t nccessary to increase thelr factlities for
mcecting the dematl. The peper trade in Canada
will, no doult, shortly Le one of our greatest
tndustrics. We have an unlimited waterpower, &t
jnexhaustible supply of raw material inour pulpe
wood forests. Capltallsts from the Uuited States,
Great Britaln and Europe are Investing milljons of
dollars {n this industry in Caumla, aund sowme of the
largest pulp and japer mills in the world are belug
establisked here.

Tuenty-five yearsago, when the writer Started i
business in Torontn, the great dbulk of our pejer
came from Great Britsin, and English tmvellers
regulatly vistted the Canadian trade 10 supply our
demands,  To<lay Canadian yaper mills can mect all
ourrequirernents, and some of them have thelr Lon.
don oflicek.

Belore the close of the next 25 years it Is not too
touch to cxpect that the great London dailics will be
printed on Canadian-made pajer, and that travellers
from the Toronto japer-makers and stationers will
regularly sell to the trasde of Great Britaln In the
interest of thelr nespective houses.

Evcar A WiLts W.J, Gacr,

Scervtary-Treasurer. Chairmais,

COFYRIGHT MATTERS.

The report was unanimously adopted.
Mr. Ellis then moved that the thanks of the
section be conveyed to Messrs, George H.
Morang and A. W. Thomas, for their
labors in connction with Canadian copyright
in England last year, and suggested that
Mr. Thomas, who was present, should give
some account of the matter.

Mr. Thomas accordingly briefly but
cleaily outlined the mission of Mr. Morang
and himself, and its results. He alluded to
Mr. Morang’s labors in connection with
copyright in getting the Chambers of Com-
merce Conference to pass tke resolution
which had been adopted. As for the
Canadian Copyright Act of 1900, he con-
sidered that the councl of the Toronto
Board of Trade should be asked to press
upon the Canadian Government the wisdo?.
of securing from the Imperial authorities the
legislation required to put it in force beyond
a doubt, and his motion to this effect,
seconded by Rev. Dr. Briggs, was unani.
mously adopted.

The tressurer's report, which was satis-
factory, was also adopted.

MR. BROWN ON THE PAST.

Mz, Richard Brown, being called upon,

spoke in a highly humorous and reminiscent -
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