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Wi pronused a change in shape and in the general
make-up of BOoks AND NotTions for this number,
but find at the last moment that we will have to post-
pone the alteration for another month.  Cur new type
and general outfit did not arrivein time.  In next and
future numbers we propose to double the amount of
reading matter and add several new depariments.

ONE of the principal reasons for the change is the
necessity for more space for the correspondence de-
partment, Every onc of our subscribers can aid us
here.  We want news of the trade, sugpestions and
practical hunts, pleasant, chatty letters, ete., and surely
you can spare half an hour once a month to write to
us. The correspondence department should be a
mecting place for the trade, where the various mem-
bers may discuss matters of generalinterest and make
once another's acquamtance.  Why should nat Hibben,
of Victora, B.C., know McKmlay, of Halifax, N.S.2
Even though the width of a continent does separate
them they have the common mecting ground of
BOOKs AND No110Ny, and we will all be pleased to
see them meet there, and will probably reap much
benefit from their discourses.  Step in gentlemen, and
make yourselves at home.

THE best work yet done by the united action of the
Booksellers and by the special excrtion of Messrs,
Sharpe and Rothwell has now been brought to 2 con-
clusion by the acceptance by the large Toronto daily
newspapers of the new schedule of news agents’ rates
for danly papers.  Atlast st will be possible to make
a little money out of handhng newspapers, and 1t will
be our own fault if we do not gam further profits on
other news matter thiough the present changes. 1t
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takes one cent per copy to sell, deliver and collect
for cach copy of a diuly paper, it costs just as much to
do the same work for a literary, an evening, or a
weekly, and that margin will come thraugh our con-
tinued united action,

THE main features of the new schedule of rates
issued by the Mail, Globe and Empire and which
come mto effect on the first of January are as follows:

News agents will pay 1!z cents per copy, or $1.13
by the quarter, or $2.23 by the half year, or $4 by the
year. They will charge the public on “called for™
papers 12': cents a week, 53 cents 4 month, $1.50 a
quarter, $2.75 for six months and 35 a year. Al ex-
cept the weekly rate 1o be payable in advance,  On
delivered papers the price is to be 15 cents a week,

"This dilference in price between delivered and called
for papers is one of the most desirable features in the
new schedule.  We all know that the news business
15 principatly advantageous as a leader to biing people
into the store, and that if we deliver the papers the
advantage is lost and must he made up for by an
extta price.  The publishers are unanimous in their
deternunation to hold up these rates, and they declue
that any news agent cutting  on  them will have
his supplies stopped the next day.  We hope there
will be no necessiy for this acton. The Assoaation
has had sufficient fabor in sccuring this profitable
arrangeient, and does not want its labors nullified by
the action of indnvidual slashers.  The schedule winds
up with this clase, 1o which we call your special
attention -

*These rates are made at the request of the news
agents of Canada, expressed mdinvidually and colle
tively, and upon their assurance that they represent
the mmmum profits per copy at which daily news.
papers can be handled, and they are given with the
Jdistinet understanding that any agent who can and
does scll any other tmoming newspaper for any less
profit per copy, such news agent shall be expected to
handle 24 Mail, The Globe and The FEmpire at the
same reduced rate of profit and shall have s whole-
sale price increased accordingly.”

Tre Canadian Christinas numbers were o great
success this year, tinancially as well as artistically,
although we think that at least one publisher will
change his methods next year, if he is then o publish-
er. Too many return copies make the heart sick of
*on sale ” business.

A\ report is current concerning one of the best of
the Christias numbers to the cffect that the compo-
sition, cngraving, presswork, and even the folding,
was done 11 New York, and the paper made i one of
the Eastern States 5 fact that there was nothind
Canadian about 1t, and, worst of all, that the publisher
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