
* For te Calliopeau.

"-Vo arc as clouds, uhat vel fic midaight moon;
How restlessly uhocy speed, and gleam, and quiver,

4' ~. Streakitig flic~ dsikties rndiiinty! yet soofl
tlight closes round, and they aro lest forovor."-

And the lîarp-strings af hlm, who tuge suag, long sinea brokon
by tlic firce storni-spirit, amid tao waves ai Lerici, hava censed
fur ever ta vibrato ! and thliiand, (bat swepl theni, ycs, ta
hand ai Siellý~. --and te beart, titat beat in baid defiancc o ai l
tuat is sacre , pure, and hoiy, reduced by cremnatian ta, thteir
native dust, le mingied wiîh thte Italian clod.

Wbiat thaugls rush upon !he mmnd, sîrange and mysterious
Ibouglîii! as in imagination wve wvandor up theu sîrcani ai timo,
and mark tlic scattcrcd îvrccks ai figes gane. la contemplating
the revaiutions ai te miglîty past,-the riso and sprcad, the
'vaning giary and flail ai empires and kingdoms,-tlic kings,
homoes, statesmen, orators, pacts, and phiiosapiiers, whio, la dii.
foent ages have flgurcd iargcly an iufc's stage, but wha aav lie
mauldering ia the dast, flie nind is bewildqred, and we invalun.
tarily exciaim ivith hlm, wbo shane la ai the concivabie spien-
dar ai this wvarld's greatness, and wvho drank mast deeply from
ail the fouataias ai titis worid's happiness,-"l Vaaiîy of vanities,
ail is yanit."

la imagination we wander tlîraugh Babylan, the mighty Baby.
Ion! wve stand upan thue batiks ai the gentiy giiding Euphrates ;
-we gaze upon liter iafty walls, ber temples risitig ta the clauds,
ber gorgeous palaces, and acrial gardons; and whiie wvo arc stili
adm1ing and woadering, the proud, the majestic Pcrsiani cames;
-and "Bbylan, tte glory ofikingdams, the beauly ai the Chai-

* dees' exceiiecy, is as when God overthrcw Sodoni and Gomar-
rab." And aow, wh'bre ail wvas magnificence, revclry, consciaus
security and joy, lte wild beases of the desert prawi ; tbere
dismal solitude and silence reign unbroken, save by flie tiger's
growvi, the serpent's iîiss, or the ragliîî.bird's hideaus scrcamn.
Wbere naw is Mliens, wvith ber templies and pillaccs? Whîerc
now is that pyramid ai empires, thic brightcst ame on the page
ai giary,-caiossai Rame, in ail lier spiendar, Nvith lier cîcmna
Itills? Ganc-!-evellcd' in the dust ai îhings that wcre. Oit
lime! limie! tby changes are as rapid as thcy arc appalling.
'Ne wecp) witlt bitîcrncss a'er the tuins of the pasl, lte mighîy

* past! We sec kings iturled froin tuheir Iottcring thranes n ua-
tauts phunged ila disarder and wild cammation ; proud ermpires
slruggliag to retaie.,ulîeir. faliiag stato. lex, îtey sink;
again they risc and flaurisît, anîd again tcey sink ta rise no mare.

Te is somcîbing awfuily imprcs§lve ini -the rapid and per.
pettial flou, ai* time, a saneîting tat fils us witii an indeitaile
and rhysteriouià dread flitua àwaliens feelings sad enad nourinil,
-a somclhing tl'rit excitcs a superstitois fèar and gloony lire.
sentimenît ai tue future, as Ilviéwless music froni a luarp, wiîb
utone ta wake ils strings." Wu f'ceiflie darkuîcss, before a
single cioud dcnotes ls prescace. Miec wiid wiuîds sigt trough
the liit folage, like the iaw maings ofan infanît, and thoen arc
héard rio marc. The ianely ltcart gratvs lanclior stilI, wviecu il
rccalls'happy days thaï; are past, like tîhe memary ai sait, rich,
and plaintlive music. To cîeraiîy the rtream is ever tcnding,'
likeo a river ta flic occati. Individuals, familles, and nations
ient upon lts burface, anîd are borne away and iost lin thiat ah.
sarbing guli, ivhose dimensionîs t eyc can measuire, and uiporl
wlîosm misuy surface no wvrcck is seen. Notlîung bocre is stable,
notluing permanent! Every mioment is iraught with changes.
Society conitinues oniy by succession. Mlyriads cvcry mamentl
arc leaving te Ibeatre ta make roam for otherst. The relation
ai parent and child, ai broter and sister, ai pupil and teaclier,
arc, wjih referonco la individuals, corustanly brak-cn. In ima-
gination we itear farewel! farevel! as il cames faltering front
a hundred quivering lips. Fare.well! fareweill! is eclîacd irom
vale la vale, and îvafted framn pale ta prle. Now, a thausandV lands arc flrmly grasped-the Ivave dashes on-they are un-

jclasped--a biiiow interveaes-aad ail are gane. Mcîtbinks 1
feel cammunicatecd la the elastic air, the slrang impulsians af in.

W.numnerabie tbrabbing hearts. 1 sec individuals and familles lu.
Sday, reveling la ail the jayousnesr ai uaciauded prasperity;

reckeri, jf tîure ; withiout anc thtaght ai cae;-:ý-ta.xnarrov

a sad, a iarful "Ic!tange camies or the spirit of Ili ir drcams q;"
1 sec theni in povert)' and ivrctclediicss-tlieir spirits broken
and suhdfued. IlOl ont-th! thy wings aro evor sprend, thy fiat.
tered votaries to clude and foil !" yes, thy cliv perpettual chan.

gcos arc but thlui hraidic bearings oi our own dissa'ution. 'fby
fading 1.iliage, lily wittharcd floývers, thy barron trocs, flic crash.
h îg soundc of thy falien lCOvOs benenîh our feot, thy transitory
gleams of sunshino, thy equinoctial biatts leveiling the proudest
monuments of tho forest, ail remind uis, that wc aursalves arc
but the lecting bcings af an houir, and %vainî us tel pre pare for
the coaing wintor of dcath. Howv fruitless then, aur wviid
yearnings, aur uinreasoitablu %visites. Let us calmn ourseives
-lot us abandon our îvild tumultuous patssions, our eager long.
iags after unreui and trcacherous pleasures ; lot us prcîare for
that e:ernity to wbich wc arc liastcning. For us ai shiroud is
wveavitig ; for u li te d af death is spread ; ail tlîings are rçady,
ail impatient for our daparturo; flic yearning grave wvaits to
reecive us-opens its friendlybosam as a resting place for flic
weary, and fice mcasurcd chima of the saiemn church bell wiIl
soon have tliled our funerai knei. MARTHA.

Fur the Calliopean.
Fannr flUsir, or Modern Idolairr. -

This celebrated dlanseuse, who lias elcetrified flic rinds, and
oed die pursc.striags of-the élik of Iwo worids, naay not lim.

properly be styled the Salome of the proscrit tige. Voluptuotis
in gesture and ciudîcd with flicinatiag graccs, site lias :nfused
ii lier crowvded assemblies the saine sensual intoxication, whicu

re.gned in the halls of the Tetrarch of Galilc, wlben the daugh.
ter or Ileradias danced in his prescace.

IVe look with detestatlon and horror on the king, who could
sacrifice tlic man oi God to a promise unbinding, bccatisc ils fui.
filment îvas unliwful; but who would venture toc assert, that aur
modern volaries of picasure ivould ruaI, at the bidding of the eni.
chant rcss, ia the moment of excitement, give te fatalt wvrd for
flic sain crime, if it iay ina their powcr ? Truc, Faaay lias nat
robbcd hcr followers ai hualf their possessions; but is it notbing,
that site bas borne away lier millions frotn the shiores of' America
lîscif, and that, too, fromn a people wluo subýsist by thcir industry
alone?1 Is it nothing, that the press is cvcrvwhcre tueming with
a Il ncw 1-erodias' inuspiratian," that sacicîy i corruipted by a
iiccntiounè1uîs, as conceaicd as il is dendiy?

Mlethiuiks a 3trollger argument against the evils of dancin" can
scarcely bc formna, tban illt the plain, unvaraisheti hisîory ai the
banquet ai licrod, and flic dreadfui catastrophe, wvbiciî followed.
It may indeed be said, titat il muiy îot be carricd so far; that it
need only bc uscd nis a graccral exorcise, or an innocent amnuse.
ment. Ulysses dîd not reasaut tlîus, whcn, passing the islaud of
the Syrcais, lie liad lîisci bound ta the m3st ai blis vessel, that
ho might liaI have even the powecr aof ieiding ta flic mc!ody af
the charmers. Let but anc stcp bo talion la the path ta the bail.
raom ; lot ulic spirit ai Terpsichîore and Venus but once seize
hoid an its victim, and the presuimption is stroag, titat site wvii1
ever aiter bc notlîiug but the conceitcd and frivolous idol af the
drawiag.roomn abroad, and the frcîful and disceatdc, housewife
at home. And doas nal flic unpnraiciled papuiariîy ai Fanav
Elisier alone nifford a canvîncing, evidence of the wide.spread
diffusion of titis spirit? Ycs ! dark is fic inscription, whiich
must bc piaced on thic- foremosi page ai the histary ai aur limes,
Il hat sucb indivîduals as Penny Elisier aad Jenny Lind, farmcd
the centrai point, araund whicli revoived bath fliecniiglitened
and flice uncnilightened wvorid." The pages af inventlôn and lit.
erature may shine with surpassing lustre, but tbey wili serve only
by cantrast ta fix deeper the stain, ttuck, by the fact referrdd',ta,
upan the proscrnt aige.

The Ancients, and the P'ag-ans of modemr times worshipped
idols, the wvork ai their owvn hands, but aniy as representatians
af beings invisible. Even whea the infuriated rabbie, amid the
harrot-s af the French Revalutian, did reverence ta a beungfa
human farm, it was on!y ta porsanate the Goddess af Reasan.
But ini aur limes, idoiaîry is nctaiy cammitted with the full ado-
ration af the hecart, if nat ith the homege ai the knc. I


