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Among the untoward. resuits, experienced by suchi p)atients
were a dermiatitis of varying- degrees of scverity, stubborn anci re-
sistant to the hitherto accepted met.hods of treatinent, necrosis
rnanifested by ulcers involving varying depths of tissue, and like-
w.ise mnost obstinate ini healing, and rnany other vatrieties of the
now well-known so-called X-rays îourns.

Nor did the medical profession 'itself escape many a bitter
persolial experience of the pow'ver of X-ra,,ys to not only penetrate,
tissues, but also to act in an alarinig manner on such tisýue under
certain conditions.

Man~y of tie profession werc in the habit of estimating the
degyree of penetration possessed by the tube by holding the hiand
in. front, of the excited -tube and viewinog the " shadows " of the,
bouies throiîgli the fluoroscope. As this inetbod \N'as very easy to,
carry out, and the density of the shladow of the bonies was a capital
criterion of the condition of the tube, the manoeSuver wvas of fre-
quent occurrence.

Sbortly, hiowever, it was noticed that the skin upon the back
of the band so useci becarne dryer, in fact often quite leathery in
appearauce, and that srnall warty grow'ths were to ho, seen, seat-
tered arbout the surface; and the saine things liaplienecl to the
other bîand which held the fluoroscope before the tube. Soiitiimes
an acute derinatitis wvas the first sympt ' ni of trouble., but it wvas
not always ilecessary to hiave a dermatitis before our attention 'vas
called to these, thiiîgs.

Mutcli else bappencd to the lucldess operator, and presently
men began to lose a fing-er, or a, Land, or au rîrn, and then somne-
one died as a resuIt of býeing- exposeci to the long-contiued, fre-
quently-repeated irritation of the X-rays. GraduaIly the death
list grew, and several iiien of eiinence in the iedical, profession,
-and soine leadino' nianufacturers of apparatus, were nuimbered
amiong, the victinis, martyrs to the sac.rcd cause of science.

After a, nuier of practitioners had beconie affected to, a
greater or lesser extent by the X-rà-ys, tbcy began to conipare
notes; înuch -was also written îîpon the subject, and a. gre:'t de'al
of valiable information was thus coflccted, which is niow a inatter
of record.

It w\as foumd that everýyone was îîot eq-wally iffected by ex-
posure to the X-rays, but that the degree of suoceptibility to, tue
influence of the ratys varied consideribly with diflecrent individuals,
that there, was mnuchi élisparity in the napidity with which unto-
ward, symptonis appeared. and developed, and that somne apparently
recovered more rapidly than, others, that ill sufferers did n.ot suc-
cumlb, but inany years were necessary to accomplish recovery, and
that even then somne of the resuits, were stili apparent, that the
parchinent-like appearance of th-,e skin persisted, that the nails


