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physician may prefer. It -wou1d bc sunerfinious for one to go into
til question of asepsis before the niembers of t'lis association,
but if I mnay 1. would express my own views that thi mechanical
steritization -with the use of rubber gloires is the inost effective
niieans of dealinon witli one's bands.

The rou tine use of ancsthectics -wherc pais are even moder-
aiely severe, thiroughout both the flrst and second stagre, should,
I believe, be as imucl a part of our technique iit these cases as the

wclîgof thic -urine in prcgnancy or the steriýizing, of instru-
ments beforc use. Apart -alto,,ethier fromn a hutuanitarian stand-
poRit, whicih ini itself iz ample justification, the controlling of
pain is so muich in the interest of the patient tliat I arn coniinced.
tliat it sliould be iincrtakizpn as a iatter of course.

Throughiout the flrst; stage morphia alone, or coînbined -with
jiyoscine, slîould bc admnister-ed iiypoclermically ini sufficient
dloses to distinctly lessen tuie sevcrity of the pains." It is w~eil liat
no inorphia, b:ý given within two hiours of delivery, and if one
foflows dite plan of withhlolding it aftcr the beginning of the
second stam;c th<ere w'ill be no dJifficulty on this score. In. the second.l
stage, and in precipitate cases chioroforîn siîould be used.

Injuriiies of tie 1lvie tis-sues are of so frequent occurrence
and of suclifrrahn importance t;bat ail are agreed as to the
u.eccssit-y of their rpiand thiat, ueed îot be urge hecre, but
tbere are one or two points whieh I feci arc îvorthy of some dis-
cussion in colucti>n -with this inatter because tbey have a direct

berig pon once's routine ilnar.agienient of lus cases. 1u. tle, fir-st
place I believe titat prolongation of thie second stage of labor be-
yond a )eiod of thiree hours ineceases the probabili ty of Lacera-
Lion, aind that; the forcce s, i)rop)C1y used, even. where this be flic
only inîdication for tii iili (Io Much to prevent tearing.

Lomg draNwu ont, iabors are f rauglît -\'ithi danger to both
illot-her and child. not onhr becalîse of the complication -whichi
causes Ille prolongation but siniply froîn tlue fact, that they are
prolonge(].

Aniothler question which is, of soune interest to mec is tlic time
at which repairs shoîîld be, doue. Gcncrally speaking one would
unhesi tatiugly say, ai; once. rf"ldeeare two classes of tears, riz.,
those whVlichl injure thle pclei floor, anld those -whichl (10 not. I
tikc it that w'eC al] repaîr Uic second class for the pur-pose, of clos-
ingr a possible chiannel of infection, w-hile flhc first class dleiuand
attention for ilie c retrtion of the in ured muscle aud fascia.
Acting uipoutiitis princ.iple 1 lave, becu. ini the habit of ieaving
imp]or'tanIlt tears as a iui for t-\enr:,!'-four Itours or even more,
«aucd proceeding w'ith flic stitching ider tue best couditiotîs ob-
tai7tal. There arD inaliy, a'ntges uti titis plan, î'iz., absence
of blecdiug, rest ini tlîe in)terini for ail concernied, opportinîty for


