
LESIONS FROM A CLINICAL POINT OF VIEW. 381

The public, therefore, must be allowed a little time before
they generally accept it. But accepted it must be, and it
behooves each one of us to do all that we can towards pro-
moting its acceptance.

The second is that the disease is preventable. This fol-
lows almost as a corollary to the previous statement, and when
the truth of it becomes fully understood how great will be the
responsility of those who wilfully disregard it.

The third fact is that the disease is curable. And as we
are to-day considering certain surgical lesions of tuber-
culosis from a clinical point of view, I shall seize this oppor-
tunity ofentering somewhat fully upon the question of cura-
bility.

THE CURABILITY OF TUIBERCULOUS LESIONS.

A few years ago tuberculosis was regarded as a weil-nigh
incurable affection, for the word had been chiefly reserved for
hopeless cases of pul'monary consumption, and of meningitis
complicating certain chronic diseases. To call a surgical
lesion, therefore, tuberculous was tantamount to signing the
patient's death-warrant. It was in the public estimation a
tern of dreadfuil omen. But among the many uncertainties
of our.professional environment, one thing has of late become
quite certain, namely, that tuberculosis is not necessarily of
the intractable nature that it was formerly considered to bel
So far as my practical acquaintance with the disease is con-
cerned--and I have worked at a large general hospital, and
at the largest children's hospital in London for a quarter, of
a century--tuberculous lesions are exactly what they used to
be. But we know much more about them, and careful clini-
cal study and microscopical and 'experimental work have en-
abled us to treat them more successfully, and, therefore, to
warrant us in taking a much more hopeful view of them. But.
I would like to know if the surgical lesions of tuberculosîs
which are met with in your dry, bracing climate are just as
we have them in Western Europe. Many of you.have studied
t.uberculous lesions under your own bright skies and also i
themother country, whose borders are washed by the seas
and 'vhose life is so' gréatlv influencedl by 'the Gulf-stream-


