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Obsertations on the Curability of ' Opacities of the Cornca.

been, (and nothing that I bave heard lately tends to
‘shake xt,) that however dense these opacities ‘become,
even were they as white as paper, they will be oblite-
rated in time, unless the product of destructive ulcera-
tion in the cornea consequent on \munds or uleers;
unless in fact, they are actual cicatrices. -

" Cold comfort this to give to a poor ful!o(v blind of
both eyes from nebula or leacomata, that if he will
only have patience, nature will cure him before he
dies, or perhaps not ; for, says Dr. Jacob, surgery can
do nothing for him,

Now, from considerable experience, 1 assert that a
majority of cases of opacity of the cornea are curable or
susceptible of great amelioration, and even in many of
those opacities caused by cicatrices, their extent may
be diminished, and vision restored to a greater or less
extent.

Ifa case of bhndness from opacity of the cornea
preaents itself to me, of many months or years stand-
ing, and that under treatment the opacities are re-
moved, and sight restored in from four to six weeks,
have I not a right to conclude that the treatment ope-
rated the cure, if not, then no fact in .therapeutics is
5ure. a fortzore, if many such cases present themselves
‘ mth smnlar results, the inference must be irresistible.
oI propo=e to g:ve two cases severally of albugo, leu-
coma, and nebula, their treatment and results. During
_tlnrteen months, forty- -eight cases of opacity of the
cornea have been treated at the Montreal Eye and|;
Ear Instltutwn, of which tw enty-three were, ns=bnlou~
. of these, cighteen were cured and five relieved :
elghteen with albugo—-twelve were cured. and six re-
. cieved ; of seven with leucnma——ﬂj.\ were reheved, and
“one’ abandoned as mcurable.
u)g cases, [ w ush it to be underetood that, if deen‘ab)e,
“,I could furmsh many more. . :

: " casE l.—aLBUGO.: i ‘
Mary Hamgan, ®t. 30, wife of a labourer, Apnl r
-'18 46, bad- had sore eyes for tliree-years; for a yea
. had. merely " distinguished - the light,.and the outline of
large dark objects, and had not been able to go alone
; through the streete,  Shehad an albago on theright eye
‘»and three on the Iefl, completely”obstructing . vision.
s Perfectly cured in six weeks. Treatment—fumigations
. with hydrocyame acid every day for ten minutes ;. after
tbe lapse of another ten minutes, put one drop of a so-
lution of. nitrate of silver, gr. X. @, %i.into.the eyes.
. Forfirst fortnight took a wineglass full of the follow-
Jing.mixture every morning— - , »

l} Infusi.Gentiane;. 3vm. i
.. Sulphatis Magnesxaa, 3i.
" Acid Sulph. Arom., 3ss. m
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In selecting the follow-,

CASE 2.—ALBUGO.

Feb. 8, 1846.—Ann O’Berne, =t. 26, a servant, ha
been gradually losing the sight of the left eye for some
time, but had lost it completely for the last eight months,
Dr. ——, to whom she had applied, told her nthing
could he done. On examination, I found an albug
completely obstructing the pupil of the left eye, in fact,
occupying the whole cornea. Cured in two months,
Treatment as in preceding case.

CASE 3.—LEUCOMA. ) .

Dec. 26, 1846.—John Gillaland, t. 22, a ploughman,
had leucoma of hoth eyes, completely occupying the left
cornea, and preventing all ingress of light. The lower
third of the right cornea was imperfectly clear, allowing
of sufficient. light to pass to enable him to guide himsell
through the street. Sufficiently cured in three monthsto

| guide the plough, a very small spot only remaining on the

right eornea, and that not over the axis of Vision ; a small
round spot over the axis of vision on the left cornea was
removed. Treatment—dally fumwatwn of the eyes with
hydrocyanic acid, and the aubaequent application’ of
Janin’s opthalmic ointment, and every ten days the appli-

cation of the solid nitrate of silver to the cornea. In-
ternally took gentian and salts.

. CaSE4. - .

b 11, 1846.—David Wark @t. 14, some time pre:
viously had received a severe blow.on the left eye with
a stick, which had ruptured the cornea horizontally, and
in healing had left a cicatrix about three lines broad
| across the ‘eye; to the outer side of the cornea the iris
tl had prolapsed and become attached to the cicatrix. - He
sawgonly the upper.and under. part of each. object.
Dismissed in six weeks with the .cicatrix reduced to:a
mere line, and, by. his description, the vision as good-as
in the right, .. Treatment—daily fumigations with vapour

[ of hydrocyanic-acid, and a small portionof the (‘ol!owmg

ointment put into the eyes-each. day-—-. SEN
e R Unvt Opthal. Jan. o
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. ..Cetacei.ga 3i, m.

e CASE 5.—NEBULA..
June 11, 1846.—Robert Hughes, wt. 55, a veteran,
was led to the fnstitution by his wife ; the nght eye,was
destro; ed, and vision in the Jeft was Lom_plelely pr=vented
by nebula, both the result of mﬂammatnon. He: had
just arrived from New York, where. he had been, \mdef

T

 the surgical treatment .of the most eminent pracmwnefﬁ

in that city, and lutherto the case had only gone on.from*
bad o worse.__ After two rmonths’ daily attendance, be
was discharged with. very fair vision, sufficient to enable
him to transact his ordinary business.- Before returning

to Wales, his native country, he left a certificate’ with



