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were several great difficulties in admitting this as the cause in these cases, as all
the patients had been delivered prior to the opening of the budy ; as the hands
were all cleaned with chloride of lime, and the clothes changed, before Luww of the
patients were visited that night, and as the kird was not seen till next day, and
gsin none was any vaginal examination male by Dr. M. subscquend to the scetio,
Dr. M. then submitted what to hin appeured, on a caieful review of all the
tases, as the cause.  Ife believed that there mnst have been some peculiar con-
dition of A.’3 system, which had been not ouly the cause of the disca-e disco-
vered in her infant, but also of the sub~cquent symptoms in her own case, and
which had communicated to Dr. VM. sowe virus or maferies morbi, which had
been the means of inducing the di-ease in the other two pativuts.  In suppory
of this, there was: 1st, the stute of the infant, which was well grown, and in
every way healthy, with the exceprion of the sero-purulent «fusion in the right
pleura ; and that this was depen lent on sime morbid conditisa of the mcther,
was borne out by there being, 21, fur some diys previous to labour voming on, a
feeling of Hecasimal faintness an 1ot listlessness, very fereigu to her usual habits
—3d, by the ditference in the nature of the labour, which on former occasions
was generally very rapil, and without premouitory s3mptoms—ushercas, on the
present accasinn, besides supervening a fortnight boture her full petiod, there
was a threatening of labour for four days, during the whole of which time Dr. M.
was frequently in attendance on his patient, often for 2 considerable period at a
time; 4:h, by the scanty or almost total want of <ecretion of milk, whereas on
all previvus occasions it was very abundint; 5th by the rig rs, which in attacks
of pacrperal fever are generally more severe; Gth, by the total want of the usual
bical pain in the regions of the uterus, its appendiges, or the peritouncum ; and
Tth, the appearances after death.  From the preceding facts, Dr. M. inferred
that the disease in this case, A, was the result more of some primary morbid
state of the system than eonnected with any local cause, such as the apptication
of morbid matter to the vagina : that, moreover, this ¢ ndition had esisted prior
to delivery, as indicated by the state of the infant, and the symptows both price
and subsequent to delivery 5 and lastly, that, as he had been in such a clouse
altendance on this patient for four days, he most prohably was the means of
conveying some infectious matter to B.and O, the former of whom was delivered
about two hours after he left A’s honse subscquent to her delivary, and the
latter on the next day.—Monthly Jour. Med. Sct., July, 1851.

ON THE INDUCTION OF PREMATURE LABOUR.
By Dr. Lehmann, of (dmsterdaa,

. After passing in review the vatious wmeans of effecting this, Dr. Lebmann
gives the prefirence to that practised by the Duteh accoucheur, Zoydhodk, viz,
detachmcut of the membranes by means of 2 wax bougie A bougie, nine inches
long, aud two or three lines in diameter, is passed within the utcrus, canied
for six or cight inches alung its anteri - wall, and then at once withdrawn. This
detiches the membranes, and dereelly excites the motor nerves of the uteras
while the prepared sponge, usually employ ed for this purpose, merely acts upon
the sensitive nerves, or the cervix, and alfects the uterus itsclf only by a reflex
-Ecﬁun. By remaiuing within the organ tor so lung a period, too, the sponge may
induce inflammation, which the bougie does not ; and from this cause Dr. Leh-
wenn lost two patients in whom he reserted to the sponge.— Rev. Med. Chir,



