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were sevral great difficulties in admitting this as the cause in these saese, as ail
the patienîts haid been delivered prior to the opening of the body ; as the hands
were ail cleaned whh chlride of limie, and the cliothes chauged, before t-o of the
patients were visited that night, ani as the third was not seen till next day, and
as in none was any vaginal examsisantin male b3 Dr. M. suzbs et to the sectio.
Dr. M. then subnitted what to hi is appeared, on a caieful reiew of ail the
cases, as the cause. IIe believed that there must have been some peculiar con-
dition otf A.'s systei, which had been not ordy the cause of the diease disco-
vered in) lier infant, but also of the subt quent sy iptoms ini her oan case, and
which adi coninunicated to Dr. \. somuse virus or materies imorbi, Nhkh had
been the imeans of inducing the di--ase in the otlh<r two p)ticuts. Is support
of thie, there was 1 ,t, the state of the infant, wlàici was w Il grownî, and in
every way healtly, with the thepIon cfte stro-psurukot i ffsion in the right
pleura ; ani that this vis depcr) lent os s ine morbid conintion of the mi ther,
was borne out by there being, 2 1, for sote di si pre vious to labour comin. on, a
feeling of seeasi'>d faintses au I ut' a ltle ss, very f-reign to lr usual habits
-31, by the ditference in the iatire of thie labatur, which on form r occasions
was generally vaery rapi 1, and wvitiust premiitary optss--ner , utn the
present oecasi-m, besides supervenin.; a frtnsig'ht hx fure ier fuil period, there
was a threatening of labour for four i 1ý s, dsîoing the hoile uf ich time Dr. M.
was freqsent!y in attendance on lhis patient, ofien for a conciderable period at a
time; 4lh, by the scanty or alin,-t total nant of -ccrttion tf milk, whereas on
ai previous occasions it was very ahund lut ; 5th by the rig, rs, ubich in attacks
ot parperail ever are generally mire severe; Gth, by the total want of the usual
local pain in the regions of the uteru, its appwnd ges, or the peritons ums ; and
7th, the appearances arter death. Fromn the pri ceding facts, Dr. M. inferred
that the disease in this case, A , was the result more of soime primary isorbid
stte of the systemn than connectel with any iocal c.suse, such as the appiitation
of mllorbid mnatter t the vaginu ; thst, i ,reover, this e idition hail e.xisted prior
to delivery, as indicate'l by the state of the infant, and the syi msptomsss both pri<r
and saus1 eq'ent to delivery ; and Liastly, that, as lie hal been in such a close
attend-mee on this patient for four dya, ie nost probably was the n ans of
convseying sone i-sfectious isattur to D. and C , tie f rima r of wtom vas de ivered
about twro hours after le left A.'s hnse subsqut to hir dcliverv, and the
iitttr on the next day.-Motly Jour. LAd. Sci., July, 185 .

ON THE INDUCTION OF PREMATURE LABOUR.
By Dr. Lehmaznn, of .usterdam.

Arttr passing in review the various meaus of efffecting this, Dr. Leishmaanr
gîves the prefn rence to that practisAd by tIse Dutch accoucheur, Zu> dhsot k, viz.,
detachienst of the membranes by imeans of a wax bougie A bougie, ninse iniehts
long, and tu o or threce Unes in diameter, is pasei vithin the ut ruz, cars ied
for six or eight inches along its anteri r wall, and then at once a ithdraa n. Tiis
dEtaches the mtembranes, and1 d exy cxites the uotor nerv s of the utvr5s ;
shile the prepared sponge, usually empl-o ed for this purpose, miercly acti tpon
the Sensitive nerves, or the cervix, anti aficts the uterus itself otly by a ri flx
etion. By renaining witin the organ lor so long a period, too, the sponîge smay

aduce inflamsmation, whici the bougie does not ; and frous this cause Dr. Leh-
mOan lost two patients in whom he rcsurted to the sponge.-Rev. ilMed. Chir.
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