
SELECTED MATTER.

diuring the last five years at the Wakfield corviet prison, lving been nar.
rowly wvatched by him durinîg life, and the post-mîortem examination
witnessed by hin when dead. lie ays,]

Fron the oxperiments instituted by Simon, it appcart that luring respira.
tion the oxygen of the atmosphere combines with the blood-corpuscles, antd
that the consumption of oxygn ant formation of' carbonic acit stand in a
direct ratio with the omount of thee blood orpuscles, and with the ui mber
of respiration,; ii a given periol , hfenep it is obviouîs that the oxygen of the
atinosphere is consutle i the meumrphsi of thi corpuscle-. And it
would further appear that the amount of filbrt. alway varies mvcrsely witi
the mass of the blood-coirpuscles, or, in other wurds, that the more corpuscles
there are, the less in qatctity i the librinît-and tie-r vorsi,

It appears most probable that a thte blod-rtorpuscl.h principal1ý Consuine
oxygen during their chang". it is by tht, pricre that the fibritme ; prouticed,
and that wherever an extraotrdniary cnsumptio of corpuscl4 tal es plat-,
the quantity of fibrinle in tic pla-rma ails ineai If by any means the
circulation be quickencti, or in other word', the mutual action between the
blood and oxygen be incased, more blood corpuscles will be consumed ina
giren timue.

Althongh ic temperature of the body3 is nearly the samte in ail parts, in
consequence of the mnetamorpthosis of the tîssuesconstantly gtoing on, yet the
temperature of the lungs is slightly higiher than that of any other partothe
system, whilc mnay be accountei for by ic more energetie action ofttheoxy-
gen on tem:ss of blood i these organs, than il any other part- of the' b.

Now, Andral and Gavaret observe, tlat in al stages of plthisis analysie
of the blootd shows that the fibrine is always on thc increase, and the cor-
puscles on the dlecrease, but that this iucreaie and decrease vary propor-
tionally with the progress of thle disease. Liebig states that it must te
received as an undenable truth, thatall theorganicnitrogenized constituents
of thle body are lerivetl from protein, when we refleet on the levelopmsent of
tie young anim il in the egg of a fowl, wv here. ont of the albumen, feathers,
clairs, globules of blood. fibrine, inembrates anti cellular tissue, arteries and
reins, are produceid. Ntw, this albumen contains, for the quantity of
nitrogen present, exactly the proport.on of carbon requtjired f r the formation
of thesp tissues '

Let us, for one moment, ltol. into the nature of tuerele, Chemistry
has thrown little light on its mdnute tf formation. Smnion states that it nay
be regarded as protein fron ivhich a portion of carbon and oxygen hale
beent removed ; or to speak precistly, it may he supposed to be derived from
proteiln, which substance h b lost, duruig the transformation, three atoms of
carbon, and crie of oxygeù. The formula is-

C. IL N 0.
Tubercle ........ ,. 3 ......... 35 .G 13
Protein .......... 48 ........ . 3.6f ..... ,..... 6 , 1

Front the observations previously made, viz., that tie tiore corpuscles there
are, the less in quantity is the fibrine; and front the c xperiments of AndrS
and Gavarret, that the blood in pithisis contamls mure fibrue and less cor-
puscles; and, moreover, recollecting that thle temperature il a somewhl3
greater in the ciest than in other parts of the systemit, probably because .
more energetic action of oxygen takes place in these uogans-it would appear
fair te conclude fron these facts, that ri pithisis the combtiuation of oxygetn
and carbon. in the lungs especially, is more active tihan mt te normal state
Now re wvill say eue word concerning the remueas employed :u tound tst
beneficial in this disease. They, for the mostpart, ma.y be arranîgel under
two heads, first-general tonics ; secondly, t!- comipouudis whic coniDlf
large proportions of carbon, such as cod-liver oi,, naptia, &:c &e. It&fc
not be doubted that the remedial eflicary of the atter class mamly coasli
in their readily giving up the carbon, and we hae shown a great rait of
this eleenot in the tubercular deposit. We mny -Io add, thrt il thS
disease all the adipose tissues of the body are aib est become emptieu.

lu one case of phthisis, where the blood hîad been analysed in a patiet'
who iad taken cod-liver oil, it iras found that the fat, %vien isolatod, små


