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expositios and suggesiions are eininently
practical —[Canada Journal of ‘Edue,-
: e .
'SKETCH OF THE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC ELE-
MENTARY INSTRUCTION 1N UPP# CANADA |
The qri}ﬁn of 'the' cdninmioh - selitiol
wystem of Upjer Caildila, as' nd% -éstab-
lished, is 2k follows' s Adifival pathine
mentary gtahty ‘Whte wade*ia-aid ol comv:

pested and' the progress. of. the: system

required, have been incorporated ino one

Ast, which was intreduced into the Legis-
lative  Assembly by tlie hon, . Hincks
‘(Inspector Gederal}, and became a law.iu;
1850—1thd - first Aot ', whichthis " Eixeel -
lenby the Eurl -of Elgin guve the royal
assert -aftet the removal »f'the: seat of
Governmeéat to: Upper Canada,

mo aéHivols: fOF Tiidté thati thiky' yedrs, - Our system of public elémentasy:inutic

Canada have been derived, though the ap-
plication of each of thera has been modifi-
ed by the Jocal circumstances of our coun-
try. ‘Tlhere, is another, feature, or rather
cardingl principle of it, which is rather
indigegous: thau exutic, which 38 wauting
in. the educational systeme. of some coun-
tries,; and which is made the vecasion and’
insryment . of invidious. distinetions and
upnatuial proscriptions in. other copniries

but éxpedded withtiil “systelnt: difd’ willd tidmid'eeledtic; and:is to a considerable, —we wean the principlo.of not only mwak-
it Jitte n,a&gﬁiiﬁe-»wwuom{(r'y-;t. i’ extént detiVed:from fotr: sources. .. The ing Christiapity the. basis of the syetem,
1811, thé ﬁr&_t‘lﬁ'{v Wehs phsved: {introduced | conclusions wv-which: the . present - Head ) apd the pevading glement,of ‘all{i;,? patis,
and’ condibtéd ¢ titdugh? the" Tdiialative” of the Depattmentiarrived-during.his, ot~ butof, recogyizing and combining, in theis

Aessembly by the hon. S. B.~'Hurtisoh!! sé¥vatidurandiinveatipations afrl648, were , official character, .all, the clergy of the

thén * secrblary of " Prévings)* enibudya
ingihé gibat PYIHEIPIY of itz moriey’
to'ench ‘cobiity, “pién evnditidn ofluiith’
cotinty’ ¥Aidiny ‘an‘équal” amBunt!by: focut-
asiesaquehts “Cotiaiethblebpposition way’
xx‘iiiée'{?("ﬂrﬁ‘"infh!’ah')‘ pariy of tha prus'
viuge {0’ mé‘;’ﬂﬂfiélplb Of'that Aeti and
it is said thidt wheh 68'%hon. R Buldwit:
was éngigéd, in 1841, i an' election'
eontest in thg " Colinty of* Hastings, atd’
was infornied “of thé opposition -a, ainst
him,. even dmndng: many of his’ own
friends, or’accdunt of his supporting such
a principle”of school taxation; he ans
swéred in'¢fféct’ that He wolld Father T0dd
his election than give up that prineiple:
The "mathirery” of thdt law reqdivinig
modificatitn; the hon. F. Hinéks" brought
in another hill in"I833; which becamne a
law, and whicti vety. much 8itnplified and
fmptoved thedetails of ‘the ‘Act df 1844,
By that law, the' Secrétary of ‘the: pro-
Vinée was ex-officio Chief Superinténdeht

1f “Thitthe voichineryordaw part afr land,with their people in their, practical”
the-s}stétnivin Ahie wthte-bf Mew-York was™ operatipns—maintpiniog absolutg paventsl
the' bedt}” upod Athe'  whale ~appearing,: supremacy, imthe religious, instruction of
hwhever, ddfective in - the:. dntricacys of: their.children,.and nppn this priociple pro -
soimid of it details;:in. the -absence: uf-.an, Viding furjt according, to the cjrepmatany-,
effigiént -provivion: forthe' - wisittion ,.and, es, and ;upder.the auspices of the elected
iisifectioti'of sehoald; the examination of. tustee-representatives of each schon) mux’
tkachiers, religions; instrudtion, and wii~ nicipality. The: clergy of 1he coyntsy’
fofitéxt biooks for thé'schools.- 2. Thas, bave access to each of its gchools: and
t4elprinelple uf sapporting: schnold in the, we kqow qf, no instapce jn, which lbg;
Staté of Massachusetts: was the best— School has heen made, the. plave of yeligy
sujifiorting-thiem w1 aocording: tu proper- ivus discord, but many ingtances, espegially
ty,aiid opening threth-to-all without distine- 0n occasions of quanierly public examina
tion; butthiat the  application of shis tions, in which the: schgol, has witnesse
piindiple should nbt bé made. by she re- the assemblage and friendly - injercourse
quiirtizentsof siate or provincial statcte, of clergy of various religions persjia-
but 4t the- distretion: and by the action, sivns, aud thus become. .the, radiating
from year1o°year, of: the iuhabitants in centre of a spirit of Christian charity and
each schosl wuncipality—thus avoiding polent coroperatipn,ia the primary, work
thevobjectian~hich might be madaapains; of a pevple’s cixilizativn and happigess.
afi uniforin cdercive:law: c his point, and ~ The system of . public instruetion
the'pobsible indifference which might an #s engrafted vpon ke municipal instity-
sufne‘ingiances be’ induced by the pro- tions of the country, " We have municipal

‘undersianding’ that  the administratioh of were, asa whole, the best adipted "in tQWn and, village opuucils

of scheols; with ati dssistant.” - In ‘1844, wisions 'of such’ a Jaw'—independent of cwuncils .of cQupties, of townsnips, of
‘the office of assistant Seperintendunit was lacal” choice. and abtibn, . 3. That-the cities, of 1pwns, aQQ ,‘91: vichrpb‘;atbi}
offered to" theé present incumbent; anl seriex of elemantaty text-haoks, prepared Villages, . The merohers of cointy couns
after having received fhe'santtién 'of the by’expetienced-téathers, and revised.and cils,are eleated. by, l‘t“?,,cﬂi“!'?ii-s of town-
‘duthorities of his chureti, he “dccepted it -publishéd under the sanction of the Na~ #hipe-and toyns—one; or twe for eack.
in the- antumi'of that”yedr, upon tHe -tional ' Board of Educatipn.-in..leeland, The ; members , of ,E{!‘,&"}?}}iﬂz,l?’f‘yd?za
a'lrg elegted: by

the “school systetn shiould- tonstitute <a'schavls it Upper Canada— having long :NEQ-Fesidéntg.ngfk"’}.l?.!? and 102%¢ noldefa

-distinct non~political depattnient, and thiat 'been: tested; havidg beén transtated infa ©f gach.mupicipality. =~
" ke shoild'be ‘permiitted to"provide for ‘the severdl langnbges of the. continent: of

The: ,mppjcipal council of each town-

- peiformance of hie‘dutivs for's year by’a Europe, and having-been.intrdduced more .ship . divides such .township inte schiol

deputy;-add’ have a jear’s leave™ of ab- extensively thuri any other series of text- ,sectiongofa 3‘2.\‘.?‘,‘)39,3.31‘,?'}‘ for ane school
sence 1o visit and examine-the édubational ‘books into tha: séhuols of Eugland ~apd ,-4n. each, or for ,buth, 4,male and a female
systems of othér ‘countries, “both in' Scetland. - 4> Thatihe. system - of Nor- School. Th? :?f?f irs of each scligol sec-
Lurope “and Amctica, befére” attémipting” mial Séhdol training 'of tenchers. and the : 1oy are .mapaged by three irustces, who
to lay the ‘foundations of 'z ‘sysiein in-‘principles-and mhodes of teaching which.;ho}d their offices for three years, and one
‘Upper Canada.: The wholé of 1815 was' were found 10.'exist: ih Germany, and: of Whom is elected annually by the {rees
cmployed in these' prélimindry erigdities, wkich have been Jargely “introdnced into. hiplders and houselolders of such séction.
and the results were-‘emibodiéd, ini March' ‘other eountries, were ‘incompatably the The pawprs. of trustees are ample ta
1816, in 2 'Report on a Systeny of pulilic: best——thé system . which makes :school.i; £nable:them to do all that the interests of
¥lementary Insttuction fir Upper Can- teaching a profession, which, .at every, 3.890d fﬁ!*,"d ﬁequ.l_re;—t,liey are the legal
ada,” and a draft of '@ bill which was”stages and in€very:branch of knowTedge, ¥epresenjatives and guardians of their

“introduced info the Legislative Assembly teaehés {hings "and: not merely words,

by the hon. W.'H. Draper (then Attor- which uaiuids and~illustrates the prinel-
ney General), and bécame a law in Juné ciples of rules; rather: thanassuming and
1816, In aftWw montlie "afictiwards, a resting-upon thuir:verbalauthority,which
draft of bill waé préparéd fui-éstablishing “develops all the mental ‘ficulties'insmead

© a systefvof schools in cities'and irncorpo-- of only cvkivating and loadifig the:memory-

" yated ‘towns, which was intro@iiced inte® —a systemr which is -solid ¥ather than.

the Legislafive'Assembly hiyitho ‘hun. J, sliowy, pravtiést ratherthan: ostentatious,;

- IL"-Camevon (theli- Solicitor  Goneraly, ‘whiclr promdtes -independent. thinking

and became a law'in June'1847. Tliese and metion: rather: thup servile imitatian. -

sectio_in School t;,):fl'lgx;s'.'._ 'They deter-
mine, whatever sum or sams are necessary
for the .lule}i.s;‘hipg? &ec., of their school

and the salaties of jeachers, (1n_addition

to the P-ovincia] grant and County
assessinents,Jand, report. fully to the. lucal
superintendent by_filling’up” blank ‘forme
of anpual reports which are furaished tn
them by the Clief ‘Superintpident of
Scheols’ from year t'year. , The town-

1wb - acfs,’ with -the ‘medifidatidns’ and Such are the sources fromwhich-the priucix Ship codnéil imposes asscssments fur tha

tmprovements Which eXfierierics: hay sug- pal feawres of thre shooksysten inUpper

erection of school houges, of for iu')- other



