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OPIUM CULTURE.

The high price maintained by opium, dur-
ing the last two or thros years, has given a
fresh impotus tv the efforts of thoss who
have been endeavoaring tv introduce the cul~
ture of tho poppy in countries other than
those from which our supply has been, hero-
tofore, derived. In France and Germany—
eapecially the former—tho poppy lias boen
extensively cultivated, for a length of time,
for the sake of the oil contained in the
seeds ; but not until latsr years was any ad-.
vantage taken of the opium, although it 1s
said that both productsmight be collestad from
the same plants without injury to either.
In 1855, M. M. Bdrnavrd and Collas, the
latter a pharmacion of Paris, bestowed con-
siderable attention on the production of
opium, and carried on extensive exporiments
in the department of Lia Somme, where about
30,000 acres were set apart for the cultivativn
of the poppy, for oil. It was found that the
collection of opium could bs carrisd on with
considerable profit, and that tho dras was, if
anything, superior to that obtained from
Turkey, often contaiaing as much a3 20 per
cent. of morphia.

Opium cuilure in England, has proved any-
thing but successful, although as early as the
beginning of tho present ceatary it was
shown that the enterpriza might b cirried
on with rasulis which were by nv moans dis-
couraging From twelve acres of land 195
pounds of opium wers collected, which, at
that time, realized over thirteen hundred
dollars, (Edin. Phil, Jewr.) Whether every
-geason would turn out as profitable is very
questionable, for ag stated by Prof, Bentley,
at a recent meeting of the British Pharma-
ceutical Society, ¢‘the point is not whether
& specimen’ of fair value can be produced,
but whether, on thé average of summers,
there is such an amount of light and heat as
will enable the cultivator to grow it to com-
mereial advantage.” Tho climate of Eng-
land does not; appear to favor the production
of opium, or rather of morphia; and from
experiments made in different quarters of the
globe, it has been demonstrated that warm
and dry weather is required for the develop-
ment of the more valuable alkaloid; while

s damp and cold atmosphere tends to tho
production of narcotine, and other less
valuabls peinciples, the quantity of murphia
being propurtionately diminished.

In the Febraary nmmber of the Jouryar,
will ba founl an intaresting account of ex-
poritments, male by a Melboarno chemist,
on the prodactivn of opinan m Austealia. To
those intevested, wo refer thia paner as con-
taining many useful facts, in regard to the
influence of soil, &¢., un the yicld of alka-
loid, ‘The poppy secins to thrive well in
Australia, tho plants attaining a height of
five to seven feot. The amount of opinm
realizod was from fiity to eighty four pounds
per.acro. Its wwrphia strength ranged from
four toseven por cont. Tho subject is further

alluded to in a paper which appeared in !

a recent number of the Phwmuceutical
Journal, of London, The writer details the
exporiments made by a friend residing in the
south-east portion of the eolony of Victoria
A qaarter of anacro was sown, in rows two
feet six inches-apart, from which the plants
were thinned out until about nine inches
apart. The capsules wero punctured, or
nicked, and tho liquid juice was e.llectad as
it dvopped from the incisions. The yield
was 14 pounds of opium, of the usual con-
sistonce, and on analysis gave 9 per cont. of
morphia, 4 of nurcotinz, and 6 of meconic
acid, It is much to be regratted that neither
of these writers give auny estimale of the
amount of labor; as on this point the profits
of the undertaking materially depend.
Turning to this side of the Atlantic we
find that the Awmericans have bazn trying to
tura the cultivation of the poppy to profit-
able account; with this, our readers, are
prabably, familiar, as most of the published
accounts have from timo to time, appsared
in tius JourNaL. Wo neod not recapitulato,
but may aay that the general resnlt has boen
favorable to the view that opinm, of good
quality, can be produced on this continent,
at an cxpenditure which allows a haudsome
margin, far exceeding thut fronr the culture
of any of our ordinary agricultural products,
Our inteution in writing this acticle is to
draw the attention of our readers to opium
culture in Canada. ‘Chers is no reason, why
we should be dependent on other nations for
for our supplies; ox neglect a branch of
trade which promises to be so profitable. Tf
opium can ba produced to advantage in the
climate of the New England States, it ap-
pears reasonable that the same might be
done here—at least in this Western Provinca.
We are not aware that the attzmpt has been

made, but hope that some of our readers
who are fond of agricultural purauits, will
tako up the subject and let us know the re-
sult of their experience. We shall be pleased
to give any information in our power, ia re-
gard to tho mode of eultivation, or any other
detatls with which we may be acquainted.

LEGAL DECISION IN REGARD TO
THE PHARMACY ACT.

———

AT a late meeting of the Svciety, a lengthy
discussion took place on ths powers of the
Provisional Council named in the Act. Some
moembers maintained that the official daties
of that body commenced at the time of the
passing of the Act, whils others held that as
the first mocting was to takoe place in July, the
council were not vested with any power until
thatperiod. In view of thia dufferenco of opin-
ion, it was decided that the matter should be
reforred to legal authority ; and, accordingly,
a few questions, ombodying the points at
ssue, were propused by the meeting, and
directed ‘o be forwardod to Mr. J. G. Scott,
of thoe Attorney Genoral’s oftice. Tho reply
of that gentlemwn has beon received, and
the following extract handed to us for pub-
lication : .

¢ Tn accordance with your request T give
below answers to the fullowing questions :—

1. Has the Provisional Council of tho On-
tario College of Pharmacy power to hold
meetings befors the 1st July, 18717

Had it not beon that I am informed that 1t
is utterably imposatble ta carry out the peo-
visions of tho Act, respecting certificatss, I
would have considered that the first meoting
of the Council, with rights of executng their
functions as such body, could not have beon
held before this date, although, of course,
thero could havg been no pussible objoctions
to mestings of the members of the Council
for preliminary parposes. However, in view
of the fact before montivaed, I should adviss
that the Couaaeil might be called together for
the purpose of doing such acts as are abso-
lutely necessary, forcarrying their act of incor-
poration int> offect. One of theze would ba
the adoption of a corporats szal, with which
tho registrar would seal tho certificatesauthor-
ized—I would, however, advise that upon
the moeting of 1st July, all previons acts be
adopted and coniirmed.

2. Has the Registrar power to grant certi-
ficates before the 1st July ?

The Certificates are, I understond it to be,
under the seai of the College. 1f so, the
adoption of the scal is an act preliminary to
the issue of sach cortificates. Tinmediately
a seal is adopted the Registrar may issue
certificates.

3. Does Secction 30 come into effect upon
the passing of the Act?

ch. ”

In regard to this Iatter question, we may

‘oxplain that section 30th, is that respecting

the old law for the sale of poisons, and the
point to bo scttled was whether the new law
came into forco February last, ar isto do so

noxt July. Mr. Scott confirms the vpinion
advanced, somo time ago, ia the JoURNAL,
that the old law was abolished at the time of
the passing of the Act.



