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OPIUM CULTURE.

The high price'maintainod by opitun, dur-
ing the last two or thro years, has givon a
fresh impetus to the efforts of those wio
have been endeavouring to introduce the cul-
ture of the poppy in countries other titan
those from which our supply has been, hero-
tofore, derived. lI France and Germany-
especially the former-the poppy lias been
extensively cultivated, for a length of timte,
for the sake of the ail contained in the
seeds ; but not until later years was any ad.
vantage taken of the opium, althouglh it ta
said that both products mnight bu caloe::tsd from1î
the sane plants without injury to eliter.
lu 1855, M. M. Bórnard and Collas, the
latter a pharmacion of Paris, bestoiel can-
siderable attenaton on the production of
opium, and carried on oxtensive experinents
in the department of La Somme, wlere about
30,000 acres were set apart for the cultivatin
of the poppy, for oil. It iwas foufnd thaI tie
collection of opium could b carried on viith
considerable profit, and that the drag mn, if
anything, superior te that obtained frot
Turkey, often contaiaing as much as 20 pur
cent. of morphia.

Opium cuture in Englaund, has proved any-
thifig but successful, although as early as thu
beginning of the present cantury it was
shown that the enterprize umigit ha c trried
on with results which *ero by nu Means dis-
couraging From twelve acres o latd 105
pounds of opium ware collected, which, at
that time, realized over thirteen hundred
dollars, tEdin. PMl. rour.) Whether every

-season would turn ont as profitable is very
questionable, for as stated by Prof. Bontley,
at a recent meeting of the British Phtarma-
ceutical Society, "the point is not whether
a specimen' of fair value can bu produced,
but whether, on thé average of summers,
there is.auch an amount of light and heat as
will enable the cultivator to grow it to coin-
uaeria1. advantage." Tho clinato of Eng-
land does net appear to faver the production
of opium, or rather of morphia; anui front
experiments made in differeant quarters of the
globe, it bas been demonstrated that varm
and dry weather is required for the develop-
ment of the more valuable alkaloid ; while

a damp and cold atmospliere tonds to the LEGAL DECISION IN REGARD TO
production of narcotino, and other less THE PHARMACY ACT.

valuabl., p-iii'ipl2s, the quantity of nrphia Ar a late meetimg of thu Society, a lengthy
being proportionately dinîîpished. discussion took place on the powers of tho

In the February number of the JousatL, Provisional Council namled in the Act. Some
will ha foui-1 an iitiresting account of ex- meinbera maintained that the oflicial duties

p'rineiits, male bj a M[elbuIra cleiist, uf that boty cominiaced at dia tinta of the
un tho prolactiun of opii.n in Australia. To passing of the Act, whilc otiers held that as
those intorested, wu refer this ppr as con- tho first meeting was to tako place in Jily, the
taining many iseftul facts, in regard toi te council wero not vested with any power until
iniltence of soil, &c., on tha yield uo alk- thatporiod. In vie.v uf thi3 differcnco of opin-
loid. The poppy seens to thrivu well in ion, it was decided that the matter should bo
Australia, the plants attaining a liight of referred to legal authority ; and, accordingly,
five to seven feet. The inount of opinm a few qutietiois, eombodying the points at
realized vas fron fifty to eighty four pounds issue, were propsed by the meeting, and
per.acr. Its nurphia strength ranged front directed '.0 bo forwardod to Mr. J. G. Scott,
four to seven per cent. The subject is fturther of the Attorney Goneral's offico. The roply
alluded to in a ptiper which appeared in of that gentlennn has beun receivel, .ad
a recent number of the Phiramceutical the following extract handed te us for pub-
Joiurjal, of Lndon, The writer details the lication
exporinients made by a friend residina in tho l accordanc with your request 1 give
south-east portion of the colonv of Victoria b'.low answers b lm fAbovin questions
A quarter of an acre was sown, in rows two 1Rs the Provîsional Council ot the On-
feet six inches -apart, fron which the plants tario College et Pharuy power tu hold.
were thinnea ont until about unine inches meetings hefore the It July, J871?
apart. The capsules were punctuîred, or Had it not been that I am informed that it
nicked, and the liquidi juico wvis cllected as is utterably impossible ta carry out the pro-
it droppol from the incisiou. The yield visions of the Act, respecting cartificates, I
was 14 pounds of opium, of the usual con- would have considered that the first meeting
sistence, and on antalysis gave 0 par cent. of of the Cuncil, with ris of eeutmg their
morphia, 4 of iarcotine, anid 6 of meconic functions as such body, could not have bon
acid. It is much to> be regretted that neither held before this date, ailthougli, of course,
of these writers give any estimîa'e of the thora could lavq baen na possiblo objections
amount of labor; as on this point the profits te mneetinigs of the nenbers of tho Council
of the undertaking mnaterially depend. for preliminary purposes. However, in view

Turning te this side of the Atlantic wo of the fact befora ientioned, I shouild advise
find that the Ainericans have been trying to that the Cauacil tight bu called together for
turn the cultivation of the poppy tu profit- the purpose of doing such aCts as are abso-
able account; vith this, our readers, are lutely necesîry, forcarryng their act of incor-
probably, fa.miliar, as mnost of the publishel poration inty elfet. One of thes -would ba
accounts have froi tinte to time, appaared the adoption of a corporate sal, with which
in this Jouinu4tL. Wo need not recapitulate, thto rcgistrar would seal the certifieîtesanthor-
but may say that the general result has boen ized-I would, however, advise that upon
favorable te the view that opium, of good the meeting et 1st Juiy, all previous acts bu
quality, can be produced on this continent, adoptcd and conürmod.
at au expeaditure which allows a handsomo 2. Ras the Registrar power to grant certi-
margin, far exceeding that frour the culture ficates before the 1st July ?
of any of our ordinary agricultural products. Tho Certificatos are, I understand it te be,Our intention in writing this article is to under the seal of the College. If so, the
draw the attention of our readers to opium adoption of the seal is an act prelimninary tu
culture in Canada. There is nuo reason, why the issue of such certificates. lnmmediatuly
iwe should b dependeut on other nations for a seal is adoptedi the Registrar may issue
for our supplies; o: noglect a branch of certificates.
trade which promises to be su profitable. Tf 3. Does Section 30 coma into effect upon
opium can ba produiced to advanttage in the the passing of lte Aet i
climate ut the New England States, it ap- Yes."
pears reasonable that the saine miglit ho In regard te this latter question, we may
donc here-at least in this Westera Province. [explain that section 30th, is that respecting
We are not aware that the attetmipt has beu the old law for the sale of poisons, and the
made, but hope that some of our readers oint to bo settled was whether the new laiwho are fond of agricultural purmats, will
take up the subject and let n kno, the ru- came intu force February last, or is te do so
sult of thoir experience. Vo shall bo pleased inoxt July. Mr. Scott confirin3 the opinion
te give any infornîtin in our power, in re- advanced, somo time ago, in the JOURtL,
gard ta tho mode of cultivation, or any-othe i that the old law was abolished at the time of
details with tyhichi we may b3 acquainted. jthe passing of the Act.


