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It thus became Iitcrally truc tliat Shem has dwelled iu the tenta of Japhiet;
the spiritual inheritance of Shem, has pased into the possession of Japhiet.
The history of Abyssinia is almost entirely of a religions eharacter. 01
the times prior to, the introduction of Christianity in the days of Athsnia;i
but littie la known. OnIy in recent times lias a Gcrnian traveller, Giaser.
foundinSouthernArabia a numbcr of inscriptions showing that in ear1ytiniu
Uic Abyssinians were settled lu that country. This 1perfectly agrees with
t'ho fact that the Ahyssinian language is more closeiy allied to, the Arabie
than to axiy other branch of the Semitie tongues, and also with the trai.
tion of the Abyssinians, who, prefer to eall themselves " Geez"-.e.,
,which aneans both " immigrants!' and " free." Ii this way it eait je
seen that ina reality the Abyssinians are not " Ethiopiansl' at al...
thcy are not black. Calling the blacks of Africa " Ethiopiar's" is oulr
another specimen of lucus a non lucendo. Tlie Ethiopians being, with Ille
exception of the Egyptians, the only African people knowvn to the classical
writers, the naine was graduaily appieri to, ail the peoples of the Africau
continent. In rtality the Abyssinians are an Aryan people, as iucli so
as theo Greeks or Romans or theo modern Europeans and Arnericans. Ther
are coffee-colorcd, but in appearance and charactcristic traits everywlîc
bctray the Aryan.

The making of the Abyssinian nation is cntirely the work ùf Christa.
ity, and that, too, of Grock Chiristianity. It 'vas not Greek cuilture Or
philosophy or civili7.ation in tliemsclves thiat in the fourtn century brouglit
tbe Ethiopians of antiquity on the stage of lîistory. It 'vas<rck(us
tianity tliat did this. Althoughi geograplîically nearest to Egypt, thit
classie country lias seldom liad any influence for good on iLs soullîcin
neighbor. 0f the venerable civi!ization of the land of ]3>haraoli, vwifi ils
pyramids, temples, and c*ties, there is no signi to be found iu the wlîol
country of Abyssinia. The Christianization. of this country alnxost at as
carlv a date as it became thc cstablished religion of the Romian Emipire lias
determined the whole history and national developtilont of tlîis pecpk
Abyssinian lîitory is reafly in sense and substance % clmapt. r ini Orieuta
church history, and a vcry interesing chapter at tlîat. The religioûns veW
mient tliat began the process ln the establishîneont of Ethiopianrs a iiatin
lias been the controlling factor al along, sud lias been ipr dicisivc dev-
ment in tlîe national eliaracter. Divorced froua religion, MA1vasnia lias
never known any civilization or literature. Certain national pcciiics.
such as the observance of the seventli as 'vol! as the fîrst day of te~ck
tie practice of circumecision as 'veil as of baptisîn; long seasons of fa.sts
adiierenco tc the laws of nicats as found lu the Old Testament law, as ae
the existence of a peculiar class of black Jews (the aalis-o whin
tincre are about two hundrcd thionsaîîd inAysiîa but viîo at one lime
li Uiceluistory of the people liad îîmaed( to, sectiro theo t1rone, ana 'dia ly
doscent actually bclong to the Ethiopie race-ail tmese tlîings wouid poin4
to a Jcwisli pcriod before the C'hristian, iii Abyssinia. But aside fromn the
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