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And thse record of tise seventeenthi century is flot niuelh better, except
as in it we diseover thse promise, thse poteney, and thse preparation for vastly
brighter days to corne. And iwhat we find of good omens is almost wholly
iupon thse secular side of human affairs. Tremendous revolutions, botls
political and commercial, were at baud, destined iu due season to, open a
door for thse introduction of a pure Gospel into remotest continents and
islands. For a full hundrcd years after tise im'nortai achievements of
Colunibuts and M.age11lan assd De Gaina, Spain and Portugal, botb wholly
devotcd to tise pope, had enjoyed an absolute monopoly of discovery,
colonization, and trade in ssii tise vast and new-found regions. No other
nation bad been daringr or venturesome enougyli to trespass upon tihe bound-
Iess spaccs of the Pacifie, or scarcely to iand. for purposes of traffie upon
thse Eastern shores of the New World. But finaliy, through tise intolerab)le
tyranuy of Philip Il, tlirce Protestant nations, zand almost at the samne time,
'were stirred to rebeilion. And thse change which resulted is one of thse
inost momentous in tisew~hole Ta: -le of huinan history, greater far in its
effects tissu tl - scndingr of Solomnou's ships to Ophir, or the voyages and
settiemients of thse aucieut Phoenicians, and in its relation to tise spread of
thse Gospel every way wortlsy to ho compared with Alexandcr's conquests
in remotest Persia sud Indis, sud the contitess campaigns of tise invincible
Roman legions. Thse first resuit was in its nature only miiitsry, political,
commercial. Supreme power simply passed fromn Catholie to Protestant
bands. But thse real divine meaning Nvas -%vorld-widespread of Protestant
ideas, or later and more especiaUl'y the dominion of Godl's most highty hon-
ored missionry igency, thse Anglo-Saxon race.

Tise Duteli were thse firat to poacli upon tise Portuguese preserves in thse
East Indice. They had snaintaiued tiseir independence agalinst thse uitmos-
that Philip coula do, and having united in his own person tise sovercignty
of thse two kingdoms beyond tise Pyrenees, and in order to punisi these
doughlty Netherianders ivhom, he coula flot couquer, hc forbade their sisips
to enter tise port of Lisbon, thon botis entrepot and depot for thse spices and
ail otiser produets botis of tise East aud West The Hollanders bad long
been ocean carriers for ail Europe, and thuss -vere tlsreatened with ruin utter
and witisout remedy. Nor wiere they long in coneluding tisat if not allowed
to purchase what commodities they wauted nearer home, they would procure
these in their native clime, and aiso at first band. Tise annihilation of tise
Spanisi Armiada in 1588 supplied the golden opportunity. After thre
ansuceessful attempts to fiud a northeast passage by way of Nova Zemubla,
in 1596, thse samne year in which «Van Linscioten, after fifteu years' se-
kluaintance with tise Portuguese and tiseir commerce- in Lisbon and tise far
East, bad published a book fuili of information, contaiuing many rnaps and
charts, giving routes, laying down currents, rocks, isarbors, etc., thse
Hloutmann brotisers, doubls-d tise Cape of Good Hope, and a few months
later appeared in Sumatra waters. In 1602 tihe ])utcli East India Company
was organized under a charter wNii Tpecificd as one object to bc sough
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