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Ail inordinato indulgence in woi-r of
fiction tends to pcrvert oui' viows of life in-
stend of enlarging thiem, wvhich, if j udicious-
]y choson, and rend iu moderation, they
ivili do; aud to quench benevolence, %vlich,
undor similar restrictions, tbey ivili tend to
cbeirhF. Tho yoningniind isbuittoo prone
of itselfVo live in a world of fauey; bt
this tendoncy, diflicuit to control at the
best, is apt to ho fatally stî'engthened by
tindue -indulgence in fictitious literature.
Strange as it inay seeni, its effeot is stili
more pcîrnicious on benevolence. Sympa-
tby and sensibility depeüd in a very higli
degcrce on the activity of the. imagination-
on our power of vividly picturing to our-
selves the joys and sorrowsj of others, and
yet excess in rmailing fiction tends Vo weak-
en practical benovolonce, and a morbid in-
dulgence of sympathy and sensibility is
but too likely to end in oxtinguishing be-
nev olence altogyether. As sympatlîy ivit>
.ficitious distre ss, and sensibility to it in-
crosses, active tenevolenco niay ho in pro-
cisoly inverse ratio. This depends on a
cuu'ious Ilaw of eur mental mechanismn
wliich was pGutdout by Bishop Btitleu'.
This great philosopher laya bare Qhose twvo
facts, viz., IlThat, from our very faculty
of habiits, passive impressions, by being -
peated, grow weaker, and. that practical
habits are formed and strengthiened by re-
poated ace." As long as the balance is
nuaintainedl between the stimulus gYiven to
iiîatgination~ with the consequont emzotions,
on the oie hand, and onrpractical habits,
w'ilîih those emnotions are chxefly desiguod
to form and strongthien, on the other, so

'long the stimulus of the imagination wil
flot stand in the way of benevolence, but
aid it;asnd, thorefore, if persons 'icill read
a novel extra now and then, lot thom, im-
pose uipon themnselves the corrective of
somo extra visits to the abodes of poverty
and distress; and thus keep a sort of debt-
or aud creditor account of sentimental ini-
dulgrence and practical benevolence, But
if benovolent feeling ho separated from ac.
tion, thon Butler's pai'adox becomes a ter-

rible truth and cithe hoart iqu~ot made bet-
toi'," but worse, by it. 1lie poverty, mis-
fortune, and vulgarity whicb roal beneve-
lence encounters. are carefully excladed
froni works of fiction, and so that fastidi-
ou5flO58 is crcated which, if the practice of
benevoienco bas not bean in proportion,
cannot tolerate the repulsive features whi;ch
presont themelves wvhen benevolenco would
ho praetised. Pleasurable synipathy with
*fictzt:ous distress, and benevolent desire to
relieve real, differ infinitely. Sentimental
philantlîropists, wbo reveal in secret well-
doing, transcend the Gospel maxim of flot
Illetting their left band know wbat, their
righ,,t band doeth,"1 for they let iieither
"crigut" nor their Illeft band"' know any-
tbing of the matter.

So littie is emoton,-even the best and
most refinedf-in itsolf any index of virtue,
that emotion niay ho awakened, and indeed
is s0, by every practical advance in virtue.
While our- passive emotions decay in vivid-
ness by repetition, our practical habits
8treflgthe)n by exorcise ; so that a man may
be advaneingy i moral excellenc~e by that.
very course which deadens his omotions.
Novol reading young ladies and gentie-
mon often entirely mistake the matter,
when they cal1 a man hard-hearted only be-
cause lie does not display ahl the sensations
and clamorous sentiments of their ownim
portant bonevolence, but just quiotly does
ail that they talk of, and perbapa bliebber
about. A benevolent medical man inay
take off a linib as, cooly as hie would cat bis
dinner, and yet feel ten times as much reýal
sensibility for the. sufferer as a fine lady
wbo would ran away, hide hier face in
lier bauds, and tharow herseif on a sofa in
the xnost approvedl attitude for fainting or
hysterics at the sight of aven a drop, of
blood. Those who. indulge i superiluous
expressions of sentiment are always neo-
phyt., in virtue at the best; and, 'what is
worse, they are ver y often among the Most
heartless of mankind. Sterne and Rossesu
were types of this chiass, having in perfec-
tion the ciform"' of virtue, but Ildenying
the power thereof. nYIE.
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