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means of escape wvas by swvimming a black, Sty-
gian looking stream, ivhich 1 crossed-thougli
flot without beingr alarmed on the other side by
the keeper threatening to, put an ounce of lead
into me.

We certainly ivere flot religious at Fenton;
but the modem notions of rnaking boys religi-
ous did flot exist then to such an extent as they
do now. I have known somne Church-schools
fail miserably, and many almost break down.
These facts convince me that a boy is flot natu-
rally a religious animal. 1 confess that boys
are, as a mile, much better behiaved and more
civilized, but certainly flot more moral, than
they wvere. What is suppressed in one direction
bursts out in anothier. Tîxe Fenton boys were
palpable, obvious blackguards. The tendency
of the modemn boy often is to be a blackguard
in disguise. Does flot this statement represent
the truc fict of the change in modemn society
generally ?

Men are learning how morality affects their
pockets and thecir health, and are becoming
better"I calculating machines " and better "lpa-
tent digesters ;» but are they becoming more
vîrtuous-if ive take disinterestedness as the
test of a really virtuous act ? Family and na-
tional ties are surely more lax than forrnerly,
and the dictum of political philosophy, that
etthe individual-not the faimily or the tribe-
is the unit of society," is truc in inany senses;
though some may say the virtue of cosriiopoli-
tanism-a virtue easy to, assume but bard to
externalise-wvîll compensate for the loss of al
other virtues. The line of Terence,

"lHomo sum: humani nihil a me alienum puto,"1
sounds well, and this circumstance may have
some value.

Without gyoing into details, I thirk any one
wvill forn-i a genera& idea of the extent to whichi
bullying ivas practised at Fenton. I liad estab-
lished my reputation as a clever fag, wvho wvould
undertakze perilous enterprises, and escaped
some refined tortures to wvhich I mighit other-
ivise have been subjected. Besides, I could
bear bruises wveIl, as the bullies discovered after
applying a crucial test.

IlAj -x ' "they said, Ilyu scem a soft-hcarted
fellowv, for you ahivays cry when you receive a
letter from home, and even when you write

This wvas truc; for di. aglits of home liow-

ever strict and secluded-when coxLtrasted ivith
those of schools, ivere çalculated to stir up one's
deepest and quickest emotions.

" But,"' they continued, " you neyer cry f-'r
our lickings. Noiv, Ajax, ive are going to test
you.»

Then they let ly irdo me with sticks and
ropes, but had to leave off dcfeated.

I've hieard of hiearts unkind, kind deeds
\Vith coldness stili returning;

Alas, the gratitude of meni
Hath ofien l-ft me mourning."

1 was roug-hly used at Fenton. The attuos-
phere wvas full of unkindness; but for that very
reason eminently calculated to bring out indivi-
dual cases of kindness and wvarx-heartedness.
Friendships wvere closer than they would be if
oppression were rendered impossible. People
forget that their pet schemes for destroying
vices destroy virtues also. Cominunism of pro-
perty, for instance, if it do away with theft and
covetousness, would do awvay ivith individual
cncrgy and grenerosity; but iii the early Churcli
it even led to theft and lyirig.

As 1 said before, the tendericy of modemn
legislation is to banishi Nice frorn the open day,
and to m. '-e it rnultiply or transform itself in
secret.

Some one ivili say: IlWhy did you neyer
complain ?" Because my father alwvays said
that interference bctivcen a boy--except to re-
move him-and bis master or schoolfelloivs,
wvas rarcly justifiable or expedient, and there-
fore ought flot, as a ruie, to be resorted to.

\Vith reference to the interférence of trustees
wvith masters, 1 think Dr. Arnold observes in
one of his letters, written after or just before bis
appointment to Rugby, that he owed it to the
master of the smallest grammar-school in Eng-
land to resist ail interference, except dismissal,
at the hands of the trustees.

In my days parents and trustees exercised
their power perhaps too littie; nowv they cer-
tainly use it too much; and therefore horne and
school discipline are fast dyingr out, for the boys
are the greatcst school legislatorj.

If thc head-master of Eton wishes to readjust
the holidays, he sends a letter to cach parent,
and asks for his opinion of the proposed change.

The position of a schoolmaster ought to be
analo'gous to that of a doctor. Persons have a

Irigin. t o select thecir doctor, and thien %witlhdraw
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