— o

372

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

stiulants to it him for the enjoyment of a fricud or of society !
A Punice of old condemned by fato to chonse ano of threo smus,
inurder, incest, or nfoxication, chusa the last, supposing it to be
the least, bot in s dehinum commutted both the others.  ‘Fhere
is too much madness w the world without duok,~wa requre
sobricty to temper us for the rugged roud of our daily existence.

Chddren of Rechab, a gloninus destiny awaits ns, A broad
ficld spreuds uround, nipe, readv for the harvest ; if the Ianorera be
few, the preater aath be thoe honor 3 they are worthy of their lure,
and will be certam to reap a rich roward,  The public mmd s
prepased for ug, slready hae it learncd a mournful lessm, i the
hundreds of fanulics and indwiduals comang forward into hife with
cverything bright and beantiful around them, but wasted, runed,
sunk, und annilulated by the nwful scourge of intetnperance
a0k 1o yonng men =louk to famnlics lostan the futhomiess gull
of dissipstin ! And there has been consolstion m the cxsm-
ple of athers, commnencing Lfe aimd trouble. obstacles aud pes-
plexity, who by a resolute pereevernnce in sobricty, have nsn
to hionor, afflucnce, and happincss. ‘The experence of our own
city needs bug be related, o convince and confirm alf, that he
who devotea himself to the edvocacy of ‘Tomperanco 18 impelled by
an impulse of the most exalted plulanthropy.  Who are the miser.
ably haif clad for the cuming winter 7 we know them as they pass
us on the stecet.  Who wants food, who wants wouod, who wants
decent clothing - those whnse mwoncy has gunc for drink.  Let
themn count up what it has cost themin the last six months.  Who
arc the drunkards of to~day 7 the moderate drinkers of ten years
ago.  Who wul be the dsunkards ten years hence ? the moderate
drmkers of to.day. Is thero not a great work of refurm hefore us 7

Aud what are the prosports of our Order 1 what shall be our
share, in the magnificent worle that will assuredly bo accomplish
ed ? ‘I'hat depends upon yowrsolves aud the good Providence of
Heaven,  ** Help yoursclyes, and Heaven will aid you,” says the
French proverb. 'Let us semember that we have protused to do
all the good wo ean ; let us fostor & hively emhusiann, let our mu-
tual fuith be warmed by these generous impulses, which, at the
outset, five ycars agn, impelled you the fathers of our nstitution
i Cunitda, to establish it aming us. Lot every Rechabute stnve
carnestly to add one more Rechiabiie to thoe roll of lus ‘I'ent.
Lvery man, however humble, 1s the contre of a small circle upon
which he eaerts un influcace, Let thiese centres of circles be
multiplicd snd cstablmhed in every quarter, iill one eircle disap
pears and dissvives within the hines of another, and the whole
community mingled in love, and purnified 1 spird, 18 bound to-
gedier within ono cirele, the cherished band of vur O:der, Truth,
Fortitude, Temperance, and Justice.

THE PLEDGE WANTED.
(From the British Banner.)

feeling or saggestive than on Thursday last, when hie wae
required to investigate the cirenmstances riteuding the death of
Mr. Thowas Morton.  The deceased, though & young man, wae

twofuld office of Surgem to the Unreersity College  Eloetal, and
also to the Queen’s Bench Prison; e was known among b
friende ns a man of superior mund, fine feohngs, and great anna-
bilty 3 his iomc was graced by the presence of an estunable wile
and a child ; his pccuniry circumstances were €0 casy that e
had tatked with his fricnds of reaugning us pasition of suvgeon to
the Hospital,—and yel, with all these meaus of happiness and
enjayment, the cvidence adduced showed must clearly, that the
unhappy man, by means of prussie acid, had terministed an
existenec which lie felt 1o be an insupportable burden'  Bnt Ins
moet distressing  suicide was not imexpheable.  Scarcely any of
tua friende, indced, scoem to havo suspected Mr. Morton of intem
perance, but the very extrantdinary evidence of Mr. Stedman, a
surgeon, whn had known the deceased for sume yeass, left not a
donht as to the rock on which he spht. Among  the doenments
which thisgentleman produced at the inquest, was a kind of diary
of rules and reflections, penned hy the deceased, at different periods
duriny the last four or five m-ntha.  From tlus affceting record
the following are quotations : — )

* Shun wine, beer, and spirits.

¢ To drink little or no beer or wine.

¢ Nu wing or beer.

highly distinguished in the medical profession, and held thel
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t tation.
I of quantity.

Seldom have the services of Mr. Wakley, the celebrated i with impunity, was quite suficient to praduce in hitn ¢ haw sa..
Coraner for Middlesex, been emplyved on an vceasin mere af- & eydnl feelings, despondent and glaomy thoughts Mr. Brcichsen,

!

** Peay mornmg, nwon, and might, ta by srang agamst the
temptation,

“ Ity the system of, * Well, one glaes mane,* wiieh breakea
man down.

¢ Beor or wine mmkes a man heavy, biboas, bad tempered,
vivlent, and, nerzt day, fueble,

** Remember the happy lightsaineness of a water.donker.

0§ fait beeanse 1 am not firm to resst templation.  Als,
becanse 1 try myself and run into danger.  When T fail it 1s my
thoughtlesaness ‘and want of firmness, and berng unmindful of
the horrore.  Also, by an gpinton thet [ can stand a good deal
of heer. ‘I'lic health, temper, and character aofa becr drinker
are underanned,  Oune should never caceed a pint of beera diy.
[ am better on water. I bever was so huppy as on water, and
sn was Law.

¢ I have only to remember iy dreadful suflerings the morning
alter takg so much beer or wine  [{ow much more Lively and
active I am when 1 have been temperate!!! Everything i
pleueant to me, and [ get on, **

AWl tho numerous rules were of the same eharicter, reiterss
ting and enfarcing, aguin and again, the rebugushinent of s he.
sctting, and, apparcntly, schtary vice.  “I'he Iast paper read by
Mr, Stedmnan was the most important of all, as shawing the ape-
ration of toxicating fluids upon the unhappy gentloman’s mind -

L Let me nat forget my dreadful fechings (deliritm tremens
ofter taking two or three puits of alo.  Drink onlv water, and
never exceed of beer une pint or one glass,  Wien I fal, it s by
thoughtlessness and want of firmuess, also by an opinion that |
can stand a good deal of heer.  'Fho health, temper, and charac
ter of & beer-drinker are undermined  One should never cxeced a
pint of beer 2 dav. T am better on water. I never was =o happy
as on water. ‘I'ake plenty of excrcise in the open air, and liveon
water.

1 havo only to remember my dreadful sufferings the marninas
after tuking so much beer or wine.  Luow smedal fielings, des
pondent and gloomy thoughta, putse 100 to 120, hicad dizzy, 1mbs
lrcmulous,’jpmns nbout heart, flatulenco and eructatans, ince.
pacity fur duty of any kind, temper rnitable and averbeanng, ex
pensive habus, loss of tne, forgetfuluess of engageiuents, cvery
thing in disorder, and all for what! Because 1 choose to take
two pinte of ale or hulf a hottle vf wine?

It ir cvident, (rumn the above, that the suljeet of this distressing
nareative wns a man of very acute fechings ; that s conscienco
was wounded, not deadencd by s.n ; that he was thoroughly and
painfully cngnrzant of hus enthralinent and jts effects—but, not.
withstanding his superior miental puwers, and cven lus asprations
after gnod,—Jor at his death an open Bible was found at s aude
~-he yet lacked the virtunus firmness to ree st his besetting temp.
It 15 plain, oo, that his intemperance was nol a matier
What many “ modirate driskers” imbibe daily,

who examined the hiead of the decessed, deposed, that the conds
tion of the hbram was such as *¢ s atways faund wm persons of i
temperate habite,”  Asone sall leak may disable or pmka
nohle ehip, 51 the indu'g. nee of one feching may anlatter, or per.
manently elose, a mast valuable exisicnezs Who can duubt, that
the Total Abstuiners Pledgo would huve been the preservaiion o
Mr. Morton 7 Its ready adoption is the sure and vuly safeguard
for that very nnmeraus class of mi~n, who, with cvery feching of
sellreproach, uro yet unahle, unassisted by sune such preventie
check, always to resist a tempration of perpetunl recurcenco, and
to break through the fettera gradually forged. and at length n-
vetied by indnlgence in a dehaging habit,. Whether or not, s
the more nigid advoeates of Temperonce wumtain, it be the duyy
afevery well.wisher of his specics to abstain entirely feam aug
tox.cating beverage, there can be no question as to its propricly
and urgent necessity in such cases as that of Mr Mortun.

Nor should it be for a monent fo.gutten by those who do na
feel themselves calied upnn to abstain complerely, that nuaxea
ing drink is the huge, msatiate Moloch of thus country, at whos
shrine are yearly sacrificed millinns of moucy and thousands oi
lives—whoge victims incinde both sexes, all ranks, condsuions,
and ages—whose influence, ofien stealthy and secret, but everi
withering and deadly, overshadows our land hke a pestilential -
cloud, and cantribntes far more than aught else to perpetuate and
increage the innumerable forms of human vice, degradation and
misery. It blights the prospects and ruing the peace of many 3,




