RVIDENCE® OF REVEALED RELIGION,

man's moral nature eatablished no indications of
ruin or disorder, there would have been a presump-
tion against revelation. God does nothing in vain;;
and were it 3o that men were found loving and
serving hm_l' anght, and 1n the enjoyment of the
happinets which is inseparable fioma conformity
to his will, then, who could have believed, thut
the Bible came from God, or was intended for our
world? But, since it admuts of such ready proof,
thaty men are living in a condition of moral disor-
der and of wreicueducss, thcre is a prestmption
from what is known of the Church of God, and of
his procedure in other departments of his govern-
meat that lie may have provided a remedy-—and
this is just a presumption in favour of christi-
anity.

e, Lorimer gives & very comprehensive and
full illustration of the spiritual ignorance, depravi-
ty and wretchedness of men unvisited with reve-
lation. Heisevidentlya manwhokuows well where
facts suitable to his purpose are to be found,
and can turn such to good account. He under-
takes to shew that the light of nature is entirely
insufficient to afford men “such large, certain and
abiding discoveries of God, of duty, and an here-
after, as shall lead them, in the great bull of cases,
to act suitably to their rational and i:mortal na-
ture;” and that it cannot provide for menas sin-
ners, “any scheme of pardon and restoration
at once consistent with the character of God and
conducive to the welfare of the offender.” p, 8 9,
The following are the topics which he illustrates:
1. The views of God entertained by the pliloso-
phers and the sages of the ancient world, and by
the heathen of our ownday. 1I. The morality
of the heathen world.  And here he shews, that,
itg very religion leads first, to absurd, degrading,
crucl and immoral practices; and secondly, to un
bounded licentioustiees and pollution. Ticse, Le
shews, to be constituent parts of heathen wor
ship.

Under the third hrad, he illustrates * the moral
character which results from, and wtich 1s produ-
ced by the rehgion of the heatien.”

Our autlor's illustrst'on of these heals arc bet-
ter than his statement of them, for we cannot much
commend it for lugical precision, Heathenism, he
shews, is characterized 1st, by a dreadful want of
trath ; 2d, by the degradation of the female rex ;
3d, by the want of compassion fur the afllicted;
4il, by the grossest cruelty, often amounting to
murder; 5th,y the cruelty of its amusements, such
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as the ancient gladiatorial games;® 8th, its bloody
wors 3 7L, its system of slavery ; gth, its assas-
sinutions, such as the dreadful Romdn practices of
cutting men off’ by poson ;" 9th, the amnouut of in.
dividual wretchedness wdicated by tie prevalence
of suicide.

Our author anticipates the cavils of objectors by
shewing that the prevaience of vice and crime in
christendom arises from influences counteracting
christianity ; while, those in Pagan countrics,
are the disect result of Paganiam, or to speak more
correctly, they are the fruits of the natural mind
when it 18 unblessed with the salutary influences of
christiamty. And Mr. Lorimer here adduccsa
testinony in favour of christianity from the char-
acter of infidels and the diretu! resulta which have
followed when a community hag embraced their
principles.

As a specimen of the practical characters of
this lecture, we quote the fullowing passages which
are fuund towards the conclusion of it:

‘ Seeing thatthe necessity for divine revelation has
been made out so pluinly, and that the pretensions ot
modern intidels, nsicad of weakeniug, have given
fresh confirmation to the proof, let me exhort all to
feel the obligation and responsibihty of exawmining
ssclams. I trast and believe that many ot you have
(elt that obligation, aud have ¢xamined the daims of
Revelationto purpuse. Let those who have not done
so,or done so carelessly, though they may bear the
name of Christian, be prevasled upun now w iry the
character of Revelation for themselves, and let un-
believers, if there beany such present, be induced w
tollow thewe exanple, A revelaton trom heaven isa
setous tung.  Iis the Almighy God speaking 1o
m.a 1 opresupposesthatve are in a wietchad state
of éarkness and guilt, unable to help ourselves and

j bopeless of dehiverance from oihiers; and howurgent

then tne cai to isien 10 and cxammne b clanna?
Tais is the 1ore ne essary that many inpos.urs avail-
ing themselves of the jelt necessitics of man, have
put {urth pretensions o be considered divine. Hence,
wihoutstricl and peucat gy, there 1s denger we
shallbe deceived.  Whatis the e of the reasun and
gu-.wrs of application which God kas given us it it
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o come from Himself, snd which wears ol the oute
ward aspects of a heavenly origin?  Surely the least
thine we can do with a_professed Revelation is care-
sy wingaue uto andwsiand prove st Wedo uot
say it is tobe swmmarily reecited.  Christianity does
not ask this. 1t disclaims all unenquiring despatisin,
It caits for and encoursges the puliest examinativn,
This is ail it demands; and shall we withhold what
is reasonuble T Letus thiuk of the solemnity of the
hoa whea v e shallmect with Goe. Moatwith him
we st Whatever may b2 the names under which
we pass, whatever ihe states of tauh or ot uebehief in
waich we live, whatevet the mworal wharzewr which
we wear, we must aff see God face 10 face: and what

* In the discourse, a< it i< printed, we have two sub
divisions, cach marked “ 5th.”  Asthe work hasbeen
stercoiyped, we have marvelled at this and severat
oher instancesof carelessness.



