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unobjectionablo expression or noV, it must bc admitted that the tliingr
referred to, realy exist- The proofs of it aire innuinerable, and every-
Nyhere present themselves. T[iink of ths regular succession of nicri-
ingy, noon, evening, and nigbit; of the uniforîn course of the seasons,
spring, summier, autuimii, and winter. If a field be sown witbi barley,
you mtay predict th.t a crop of wheat w-ill not, be produced. .Aud how
striking is the illustration ftirnished by the eclipses of the heavenly
bodies,-the sun and the moon. Thiese occur ât considerable inter-
vals, and emnbrace an extensive range, yet: the learned cau caleulate
thein, and foreteli thein with perfect certaint), and precision, biundreds
of years before they týale place. *Unquestionably tbcre exists, au
established order of thingys; but this furnishies no objection to the coli-
tinued, universal agency of God. For wbat are these laws of nature ?
Certainly uothinig but what lie bans instituted. -%hlat le uuiforinly
upbolds, and N«v.iat, in a moment, Hie could change. They are just
the sceeme of administration wbicb in R-is infinite wisdoîn H1e sees
Vo be best, and by whicb Hle accorclingly conduets tuie afihirs of the
world and brings to pass -what R1e pleases. Whatever then, results
from these laws, must be ascribed to their author. The bountiful
harves t we enjoy, is the gift of God as truly as if no sucli laivs wvere
in existence.

Let us now turn our attention Vo the display of Divine goodness,
made in the crowningr of the year. And here, several considerations
inust be takien into view. First of ail, leV us reflect on the gi'eatness
of the benefit bestow-ed. We cannot, of course, be supposed to coin-
pare it with blessings of a spiritual -nature. It is sinail and inisignifi-
caut indeed, contrasted withi that -%vhichi pertains to the salvation of
the sou], and bears on the interests ofeternity. But ail mg temporal
benefits, it occupies a distiuguishied place. We have bodily -wants,
wvhich must be supplied, else we find uourselves in wretchednies-s. No
want of this kind, is more pressing than of food. e- Màoreover, the profit
of the earth is for ail; and the king irinself is served by the field."
Shall we noV then achnowvledge inost gyratefally, our obligation to God,
for opening Ris baud and satisfying" the desire of e%,erythiing that
lives. Bat further, we ail know, and many have painfully felt, that
for soin, years past, Vhs country bas been sufi'ering severely frorn
commeruxal. embarrassment. For tlhat, thiere bias doubtless been a
suficient cause, and surely the follies and the sins of men, mnust bo
taken into account, IV would bc a mistake, Vo ascribe that emnbar-
rassment to our deficient crops; for trade bas been struggling, in
nany countries w'vhere the harvests were abundant. But it admits of

no dispute, we believe, thatt the distress among ourselves, -%vas greatly
aggravated. by tiie scautiness of the produce of the field. Men's
minds are now cheered by the hope, that commercial revival, wvill
speedily be experienced. It is flot for us to indulge in prophecy,
though we join in the pleasing anticipation; but this mucli we tbink,
mnay be confidently heki, tîmat the abundance of the crops is conducive
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