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clisturbed bv the vibration of the
train, and the danger of hieavy land-
slicles is very great duiring tue rainy
season. The road, lîowever, is care-'
fullv wvatched 1wv men statione(l at
initervals in the saine wv as the
C. P-. x. is guarded iii the Rockies.
Before the railway w~as liuilt it took
froni twelve to twenty hours .o d
the saine distance as is now done- ini
two and a haîf hours. The carriagc
road is noîv impassable.

Tiiere is a great difference be-
tween the ciimates, Qf La Guayra and
Caracas, the former not onlv being-ý
verv liot but also very hutmid, whiie

ON TIIE ROAD TO CARACAS.

the air of the latter is dry and the
heat tempereci by its elevation. In
fact, it would be difficult to find
a climate more delighitful than that
of Caracas, withi its perpetual sumi-
mer. Glass windows are rarely
met with, even iii the finest resi-
dences, the heat and ramn beingy kcpt
out l)y the closing of heavy wvooden
shutters, and protection is obtained
by the use of solid iron bars.

Caracas lias a population of be-
tween fiftv and sixty thousand in-

habitants. It is the seat of grovern-
ment, and possesses ail the acijuncts
anci advantages of a first-class capi-
tal, even if on a rather small scale.
The Governinent Building and the
Opera I-buse are mnagnificent edi-
fices. The Catheciral, the Churcli of
Alta Gracia, the Pantheon, and the
Ujniversity surprise and (ielighit the
visitor. Nýo buildinz is vcry high,
there flot being a single two-
story 1)rivate (lw~elling, in the wlîole
citv, in fact, the only structures that
risc above the -round floor. are the

Government Buildincy the
Archiepiscopal Palace,

Sand the two principal
S hotels, but, on the other

hand, even the rnost iii-
significant private dwelling
occupies a considerabie
grourid arca, as not only
are ail the rooms and offices
on the one floor, but there
is invariable a large central
"ipatio," wvhichi is hlif court-

yard and hiaîf garden This"patio'
is the favourite sitting-piace of the
fainily circle. In the better houses
there is a second inner " patio,"
round which are situated the kit-
chens, out-houses, and stables.

Aniongst flic better class, the
standard of personal beauty is
gyreat, notwitlîstandixîg the adnîix-
ture of blood. The womnen have
svinimetrical figures, a most grace-
ful carniage, expressive black cvcs
and raven hair. In addition, tliey

-ill(ýtho(zi-9t alid Revielv.


