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In every period of huminai deveiop-
ment there is a proximate step to the
realization of those better formis of life
to wTlich it (life) tends. Fifty *years
agro such a proximate step xvas thie
abolitionî of slavery. In our timie suchi
a stcp is that whichi is called the labor
question-i.c., the liberation of the
%voriig miasses froni the iniori ty
which oppresses tiemi.

In Russia, whiere an enornious por-
tion of the population lives on tic land
and is in comnplete dependence upon
flic large la'îdlords, the liberation of
the w'orkers obviouisly camiot be
achieved througyli the transference of
factories and mines into cormon use.
For the Russian people suich a libera-
tion can be attained only by the recog-
nition of the land as a conînion pos-
session.

Iknow tlîat tiiese suggestions -%viii
be regarded by your couinsellors as
being the lîeigylît of liglit-inidedness,
but I also know that iii order not to,
be conipelled to commit ever more and
more cruel acts of violence on the
people there is but one mneans-
iiamely, to take as one's object sû'cli
an aim as stands in front of the peo-
ple's desires, and, without waiting tili
the descending cart knocks against
one's legs, to draw it oneself.

Your advisers xviii teli you tlîat the
liberation of the land f rom the rigtit
of propcrty is a fantastical and un-
realizable idea. According to their
opinion, to force one hundred million
live people to cease to live, or to show
signs of life, and to squeeze themn back
into a sheli out of wliich tlîey have
long ago grown-that is not fantasy,
and is not oniy realizabie, but the
wiscst and most practical work.

At ail events the'first thing -vhich
now lies before the Government is the
abolition of that oppression wliich vre-
vents the people from expressing their
desires and needs. One cannot do
good to a man whose mouth bas bcen
gagged in order not to hear wliat lie

desires for his xveifare. Only after
hiaving ascertaincd the desires and
needs of your people, or of the nia-
iority of themn, is it possible to mile
the people and to do tlîem good.

Dear brother, yoù have but one if e
i tlîis xvorld, and you can spend it

paiI1fully in futile efforts to arrest the
God-ordi ated progress of niankind
f roui evil to good, fromn darkness to
lighît, or you niay, entering into the
needs and desires of tlîe people and de-
vroting your life to thîeir satisfaction,
peacefully and joyously pass it iii the
service of God and men.

Hoxvever great is your responst.-
bility for tiiose years of your reign dur-
ing whichi you may do much good or
muchi cvii, yet stili greater is your rc-
sponsibility before God for your life
here, upon xvhich depends vour eter-
nal life, and which God has given you
not tlîat you mnay order ail kinds of
cvii deeds or even mereiy participate
i thern and permit tlîem, but in order

to fulfil His xviii. And His xviii is that
good and not cvii shouid be donc unto
meni.

Think about tlîis -not before the face
of men, but before God-i.c., your own
conscience. Do not be troubled by
tliose obstacles which you xviii nîet,
if you xviii enter upon thîs new way
of life. These obstacles xviii disappear
of tliemseives, and you xviii not notice
themn if offly that wvlich you do you
wiil do not for human giory, but for
your own soui-i.c., for God.

Pardon me if I have unintention-
aiiy grieved you by what I have writ-
ten in tlîis letter. I was guided soieiy
by the desire of weifare for the Rus-
sian people and for you.

Whether I have attained this the
future shall decide, which, accord-
ing to ahi probabiiity, I shahl not sec.
I have donc that xvhich I considered
my duty.

Truly desiring your truc xveifare,

Your brother, Lito TOLSTOY.
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