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CEAPTER VIIL
B OX SATISPACTION, INDULGENCES, AND PURGATORY.

1f we consult the faithful pages of ecclesiastical
istory, we shall readily discover, that the sacra-
nent of penance is of no modern date, or modern
troduction into the church. Its existence and
ractice remounts to the earliest days of Christiani-
yrand the writings of every successive age bear
§ostimouy to them.  Tiven the spirit of pretended
cformation, which went abroad in the sixteenth
entury, and gave to several countries of Europe,
ther religious features than those which they had
cen secustomed to wear, cast many a lingerimg
ok at the sacrament, befure she rejected 1t.  Some-
ing of it was long retained by the Episcopal
g wch of England, and I doubt much if every ves-

20 of it be even yet entirely obliterated. Consi-
pring it in another point of view than as a divine
gtitution, penance is pregnant with.the best advan-
5. ‘What can be a more powerful restraint to
, or is more efficacious in relieving the tortures

munication of this tribunal ?  QOr who ‘smore capa-
ble of advising in difficulties, than the confessor,
who, by his profession, is well acquainted with all
the inlets and outlets of the map of human nature !
Much indeed has been said, and much written, in
opposition to confession ; but the noble mind, su-
pericr to prejudice, will neither listen to calumny,
bigotry, nor ignorance, but holdly dare to think for
itself, and calmly investigate the matter,

The Catholic chucch.hasbeen frequently accused
of insulting the mediatorship of the Redeemer, by
supposing that Christ has not sufficiently satisfied
tor-sing. ¢ for-Catholics must suppose this,” observe
our opponents, “or why should they deem otlier
satisfactions necessary 7 We do not, however,
make this supposition : we know thatthe sufferings
of the Man-God are of infinite value, capable of
atonmg for every possible trausgression ; and ‘that,
therefore, hissatisfaction for mankind was complete
and perfect. By this satisfaction he has, in a pe-
culiar manner, acquired an entire dominion over-the
redeemed descendants. of Adam and Eve ; and sure-
ly he can apply this satisfaction to us, under such
conditions, as he may plence. In baptism, eve be-
lieve, that he applies this satisfaction so, as to abo-*
lish the sins entirely, without any reserved punish-
ment. Baut, in regard to sins commutted after bap-
tism, or those sins which are subject to the sacra-
ment of penance, we believe, that he requires some-
thing of satisfaction or punishment, as the general
condition-of foregiveness. Every crime, we believe
infers two distinct objects—the guilt, and the pun-
ishment due to that guilt ; and we know that the
guilt of crime is frequently remtted, and the-eternal
pumshment due to-it, changed into a temporal chas-

24 troubled conscience, than the confidential com-

uisement; which still remains to be endured. Hence



