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WINNIPEG, APRIL 8, 1899.

A BAD PRECEDENT.

As an inducement offered to the Do-
minion government tO construct the
St. Andrew's rapids’ improvements, to
open uarvigation on the Red rlver be-
tween this clty and Lake Winnipeg,
the eity of Winnipeg proposes to prae.
tiealty guarantee the interest on tho
cost of the work. This is something
after the style of bullding railways In
Canada. In order to secure the con-
struction of railways, the custom has
been to grant tho companies bonuses or
guarantees about equal to the cost of
coustructing the roads. The “uestlon
has naturally arisen; why should nos
the government own the roads, alter
having practically done the financing
for thelr constructlon? So we might
siy il the clty of Winnipeg is to
guaraut: ¢ the cost of this Dominlion
publie work, why should it not own
the work? Anyway, why should the
clty guarantce the cost on a purely
Dominion government work of this
nature? The Dominion government has
done abeolutely nothing toward de-
veloping  the  fmportant, navigable
streams 1n the west, while vast sums
have been expended In the east In im-
proving  Tar less Important navig-
able rantes In the caso of the St.
Angrew’s raiplds, & very small expendi.
ture only is required to open up deep
water navigatlon for several huudred
miles. There are other important
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wuterways In the West which should
he developed. 1t will cortatuly be set.
thig n very Lad precodent to guar-
antee tho cost of constructing the
work, Il we expoct the government
to" uncdertake any ot these other nced-
zd improvements.

The offer of the city is to take
water-power from the government, to
the amwount ot 2,000 horso power, at
$20 rer horss power per year. The
clty neeas the water power, but we
have a tur better source of supply
than the 8t Andrew’s raplds rigit
within the city Limits, an the Assini-
bolne rmver. The city obtained the
authority some years ago to udevelop
thik water power, though of iate yeary
the matter seems to have bzen lost
slght of J. . Fasning, an experi-
encet hydrauile engineer, made an
saxamination ana reported upon the
Assiniboing water power some years
ago, for the cuity council. He esti-
mated that 2500 horse power, rent-
@l at $10 per horss power per annum,
woula pa§y 6 rer cent on the cost of
the work, after maklug full allowance
tor malatenance expenses. This
powar, he estimated, could bz develop-
el up 1o 10,000 horse power, and
woula paj an Interest of about 20 per
cent at ¢he low rental of $10 per hors»>
powsr per annwn.

As we have said, the city should
own the work when it undertakes to
guaranteo the interest on the cost of
coustruction. It is very desirable that
navigation should be opened tv Lake
Winnipeg, but the work is one which
belougs to the Dominion goveriunent
alone. As a water power, the Assini-
boine river power is probably by far
the more valuable of the two tv the
city If it Is o water power which is
wanted, the city should develop and
own the Assintboine river power. Ac-
cording to the reports of City Lpgin-
ecr Ruttan and Mr. Fauning, the city
would derive a handsome revenue
from the development of the Assini-
boine river power. In concluding his
report Mr. Fanning said:

“I cau conceive of no way in which
thie city can with more certainty and
profit enhance its own growth and
general prosperity, and secure per-
manent reveuucs, than by promoting
this water power project, until its ten
thousand horse power shall be fully
loaded with busy machinery.

If we cap develop tho Assiniboine
river power and derive a haudsome
revenue from it at & rental of $10
per liorso power per annum, why pay
the Dominion government a boaus of
$20 per horse power for a work out-
side the city, which in its aature Is
o purely federal government work ?

INDUSTRIAL WINNIPEG.

A few years ago the opinion largely
prevalled here that Wimipeg could
never bocome a manufacturing veutrs
of any lmportance. While our manu-
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facturing intorests ave still compara-
tively limited, yot onough has been
accomplished in this direction to lead
to the bellef that the city is destined
to become an hmportant industelnd
as well as u purely commereial zeutre.
In fact, it is evident now that all that
I8 requued to ndmit of the succesgrul
carrying oun of many lnduetries hero I8

population. This population ls com-
ing. The clty ltself is golng ahead

quite fast, and our vasb country I
steadily filling up.

Durlng the past year considerable
progress wag made In an industrial
wiy. Several industries previously
established ltere, were enlarged. What
is realiy of more importauncs than the
establishment of new Industries, is the
success of those already established.
The erection of new and larger fac-
torles for the old industrics may be
tiken as a sale indication of tho sue-
cess of these egt blishments. To men-
tlon eome of these we have {irst the
large factory and warehouse erected
by E.F. Hutehings for his saddlery and
harness industry. This is asn industry
which has assumed large proportlous,
and is an indication of what may be
accomplished where efforts are direct-
ed by business energy, supported by
capital. Mr. Iutchiugs has oune of,
if not the very finest establishment
of the kind in Capada. There are
other industries not yot established
here, which would certainly find the
conditions not less favorable than jp
the saddlery trade.

Another focal fndustry which sliows
& healthy growth is the manufucture
ot leather ana the conversion of the
leather into bcots anda shoes. 'These
two incustries are carried on in one
ostiablishment by tho Union Shoe and
Leather company, and the buslness hag
aksumea such proportions that it
Wal touna necessary to make a large
addition to the factory during the past
yeay. i

Agaly wo have the fine new catmesl
mill erectea by the Uglivie Milifug Co.,
which is apotber enlargement of an
olt industry. Wa might also mentlon
the encetion of a new bullding of con~
siderable size 1 connection with the
Vulcan Irou Works, the removal of E.
Guilbauit’s tin box factory to a larger
bullding, tho cnlaxgement of. J. Y.
Griffin & Co.’8 packing house, una the
establishment ol such new industries
e tho Winnipog Bag Works, the ab-
attoir, spice mllls, cte.  These with
such lmportant inaustrles as our {lour
wmllls, ninseea oil mill, the Redwood fac-
tories, soap works, brewerles, saw and
plening mills, cigar factories, ana
other concerns, make up quite a list
of industries. .

Other industrics will no doubt be
added from time to time, as population
lncreakes. At the present time the
estabiishment of a binder twine fac-
tery, lor the manufacture of grass



