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wood will be compelled to pay an ex-
port duty to the Unlted States pul
and paper mille. These strokes of recis
procity will not be light ones, though
doalt t.pon & large nation by a. emall
one. It is much to be dep'ored that
theso two pooples cannot be permit
tod to trade with reasonabls freedom
with each other when the desire to
do so ise0 great. The stumbling blnck
in this case Is the clieaper Canadlian
lumber -nlade cheaper by an easier
way ol getting stumpage and lower
wages of labor in the woods and mills
of that country.”

The twentleth annual‘ meeting of
the Wholesale Sash, Door and Blind
Dealers of the Northwest States was
held at Chlcago on January 26. Thoe
discussion developed the fact that
ptocks in the hands of manufacturers
arc heavier than ever before ip the
history of the trade, and that prices
are Jrom 10 to 15 per .cent lower
thav they liave ever been. Although
the question 2f advancing prices wns
broached, fhe concensus of opinion
was  that ‘the present .was not the
time to take such action; inasmuch
as tho statisties show that for the
st six months the number of bulld-
fng permits issued in the territory
covered by, the association, and in
fact throughout the United States,
has been materially less than for
tho same time the previous year. A
committee was appointed to consider
the price situation.

Hardware and Paint Tradé,
THE BOOM IN TIN.
“The continued rise in the price of

tin, which fs now selling at nearly 8

cents o pound above the average quo-
tations of January, 1697, appears to
be in large part the result of u-well-
managed speculative movewert,” ac-
cording to the Engipeering Journal.

“There have Leen some elements whioly

would naturally cause au increase in
price, and & moderate advance was
10 be expected. The consumption for
the past year- hus -been esomewhat
groater than the production, und at
tho same time there has been some
rise in wages in the chlef producing
districts—the Malay Peniusula and the
Dutch East Indles. This rise was
partly due to the demand for miners
and partly to the short wice crope in
Indin, an important. polut, since the
gréat majority of the miners are Chin-
e and rely chiefly on the rice for
their support.  Tho course- of .siiver,

o: the other band had. very little

effext an the price of tin last year,
since {ts fluctuations- were small. On
this basls and on that of the small
visible supply, which-on January 1
was only 20,131 tons, parties in. Lon-
don and Amsterdam have taken ho'd
of the market and have forced up the
prices to & point unknown for’yeara
Thelr profits have been large, and
they may be able to keep up the quo-
tatlons for some time yet. It must
be remembered, however, that tin is
derived chiefly {rom aliuvial workingw,
and in the Straits—and to some extent
In Sumatra also—the output can-be
rapidly increased from known de-
pelts with only a small expenditure
olnﬁ;g\’ml. t';.l‘.vnretnttyl 'o%zli cent’ tin
w 1 great incentive to larger piro-
duction, and new gapplies- wlll, ‘have
a tendency to bring prices down again
10 & normal Jevel, For 2 -time, how-
ever, the speculatars have matters
thelr own way? - : o

upon.

. Ing orders  until- then;

THE COMMERCIAL

AAKDWARE TRADE NOTES.

A rumor of a combine of lron pipv
manufucturers in the United States
has pecn set afloat, but it has not
beon confirmed, . V.

The item in our Torunto telegram
lagt week reporting barb wire 10 per
cens hicher, should have read 10 cents
por’ 166) pounds higher.

The output of binder twine ot 'the
Kiugston penitentiary ‘ls offered for
sale by the Dominfon goveranmeat by
tender. About 5(4) tons is the ap-
proximate amount.

Glass hes advanced ono point, or
about 4 per cont, in Belglum, partly
on. account of the active demand nnd
partly because of a threatened
strike in-the-Belgian coal mines.

The announcement that the Stand-
ard Oft company now controls all the
Canadiay petroleum oi! rofining bus-
iness, has raised anothor outcry for
the abolition of duty on illuminating
ol's. T Y

A’ Montrea! report says: ‘The Do-
minfon Otlcloth company, which Isone
of the laxgest consumers of linseed oll
in the country, has declded to erect
& llnsecd cruehing plant of its o/wm.

- Mixed Eggs.

.Receipts of eggs in this market in
the latter part of the winter and
early spring always show more or
less irregularity In quality. While
Winnipeg retall dealers are paying
fancy prices for fresh cggs marketed
by their farmer customers, it is dif-
ficult to get any more than the price
of held stock from them, for the fresh
cuse pges recelved from couutry
points. Thus whije city retailers.have
‘been paying thelr-customers from 25
to 400 cents per dozen for fresh egus,
the outside which could be got for
frash receipts of case eggs has been
about 22 cents. The reason for this
fs that.the casec eggs cannot be relled
fome cases are just as good
as tho eges - that are bringing fancy
prices, but - ers are mixed. some-
timez with ory poor stock. It seems

that some farmers impose upon coun-

try merchants by holding their eggs
until the high winter price Is reach-
ed. when thiey mix them in with fresh
ege> and market them. Thus, while a
.higher price is szcuved for the held
eggs. the general effect is to depre-
ciato the price of fresh case eggs at
this seuson of the year. If this mix-
ing were not practiced fresh receipts
of country eggs would bring a much
bettéer price than held city stocks.
As 1t lg, city retail dealers prefer to
pay fancy prices for eggs they know
t0o be fresh, than take chances with
the casc eggs, ‘which are llable to he
more or less mixed quality.

‘Boots and Shoes.

The Montreal Trade Bulletin says:
All the large manufacturers ave as
busy .as'can possibly. be on their spring
orders; ana are commencing to ship
out the goods.” OUne.of our mnrge
houses has its travellers all home, and
does not intena to put them on’ the
rond ‘again until they have their fall
samples; as it will not want any sort-
Remittances:
are rather, quiet at'the'moment, and in.

‘fact there is not ‘much paper .lalling

due_at the present . time. There is

-every prospect of & good spring trade.

When. a young ma 18 alogie with his
best. ﬁlrl, ‘he !.fgenerally o:ixppoeed to
be holding his own.

»
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A CARLOAD

OoFr

\/IGTOR
~ SAFES

HAS JUST ARRIVED

Therefore, all orders will be filled
promptly. Safes, all sizes and prices
c'ash on easy payments, Be quick and
get your choice, as some are specially
finished. Now is your time to get a .

good and cheap safe.

KARL K. ALBERT

GENERAL AGENT

407 MAIN ST., WINNIPEG
Next Door to P,O.

ot

Also-Western Agent for the Celebrated

WILSON’S
COMPUTING
SCALES

and all kinds of Scales made by The
Toronto ScaleWorks, of Toronto, Canada.
Cail and examine samples.

. . N .
HﬂD DIES
. Have been scarce this Season.
. We have a carload of Choice
. FRESH HADDIES to hand

. this week direct from first
+« hands. Trya few boxes.

- Mail Orders 6illed pmutnyuy,
W. J. GUEST
FISK, JYSTERS, POULTRY, QAME, ETOC.

—wﬁou:.gAu—: ’
602 Main St,, WINNIPEG, MAN,




