THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winunipeg, Saturday, Apeil 9,

Spring weather has at last set in,
and the usual actlvity foliowlng the
advent of spring will begin at once.
Toward the end of the week reports
came In that o commencement was
belng made ut eeeding in some  dis-
tricts. There s a very large area
of land ready for crop this spring, last
fail having been favorable for prepar-
ing the land, and with a few weeks
of favorable weathier an area, of land
probably not far from 20 per cent.
in exce:s of any previous year, will
be rown In Alanitoba, No doubt this
increase will bz mainly glven to
wheat, owing to favorable prices
realized from the last crop, and the
better pro-pect of gecuring a good
erop of wheat in this climate than of
any other grain.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, April 9
DRY GOODS.

Daalers have haid a geod ¢priag trade
and orders are now abouc all out.
Samples are now being made up and
travellers are going out with fall
samples. The sprmgi sorting trado hay
been delayyed by cold weather.

FISH.

Fresh fish are tending higher, as
usual at this time of year, except in
thie casa of some frozen stock which it
is desirable to work off. Haddles are
lower, being offere:d as low as 5¢ to
clenr out some stock. Salmon and ha'-
ibut ere higher.

FORL.

Cordwood is offering freely and
prices arc fasy. Large stocks are
now held In the city and dealers are
not buymg freely.

GROCERIES.

The effect of the new tariff on
sugars, annoutced at Uttawa this
weck, will hkely be to advance prices
1-bL  aa the tanff s advanced 15 [-2¢
prr 106 pounds on raw sugars. The in
vreast on rcimed sugar varies from
10 tu 25c¢ per 100 pounds, the lower
werease being on yellows, and 25¢ on
granulated.  This will give refiners
an additional protection of 1-8¢ on
gronulated. . Sugar coming from the
British West Indies, however, will
come in under the prefereatial tariff,
which provided for a reduction of 25
per cent in the duty after Aagust L
next. Considerable interest is being
taken in the situation regarding Cali.
fornia dried [ruits, owing to the many
alarmist reports coming from tho
coast regarding the damage «lone by
the late frosts in California. One re.
port received here says the apricot
crop is completely knocked out. Owing
to lack of sufficient rain in the grape
districts, it 18 also claimed that the
raisin crop will be short. While no
doubt considerable damage has heen
done by thoe frost, it will perhaps be
found at the end of the season that
ihe crop i not so badly demoralized,
aR reports would indicate. No doubs
damagoe reports have been somzwhat
over Grawn in orvder -1o boom prices
of old stock still held. Eastern ad-
vices on canned goods are firm. Some
Ontorio packers are quoting $1.25 for

THE COMMERCIAL

Lematoes and 96¢ for corn per dozen,
but joblors are selling at this price In
the east. t .

GREEN FPRUITS.

Oranges and lembns are unchanged,
Stocks of southern red apples are
about used up. Southern apples have
kept rather  better  than castern
stock this season. Apples are selling
all the way from $1.50 to $4.60 per
barrel as to conditlon and quality, and
wood frult is searce. Bananas are
avriving more freely and will soon be
coming in car lots. The banana sea-
son wlill soon be at at its height.
Fresh Callfornia velery, probably the
last  of the season, has arrived:
I'rices are. Mexican oranges, $3
to $8.50; navel oranges, $3.75
to $4.00 California seedling or-
rapges, $3.25; Dbitter orauges, $6

. per case, bananas, per bunch, $2.60

to §3.50; California lemons, $3.756 to
$4.00 per hox; apples, Ontario stock,
$4¢ to $4.50 por oarrel for good to
clioloe; southiern apples $+ per bui.; off
quality, $2.00 to $3.50 per bbl. as to
condition; cranberries, unfrozen, $8.60
to$9 per bbl; sweot potatoes, §5

_per barrel; Malaga grapes $7 to $10

per keg: Ontario black walnuts, 8c 1b.;
cocoanuts, $1 per doz.; Slelly filberts,
large. 11 to 12¢ per 1b,; Grenoble
walputs, 14¢; figs, fancy elemes, $1.25
to $1.50 per 10 Ib. box, 30 1b. boxes,
168¢; 50 Ib. boxes, 17c per ltb.; dates,
7¢ per Ib; shelled walnats, 25
ta 27¢ per b imported celery, 50 to
6((!) per doz.; strained honey, 71-2 to
10¢,
HARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC.

Binder twine is firm. Sales have
teen Jmage. Turpentine Is easier tn
sympathy with tho decline in outside
niarkets, but as stocks hero are not
large it Is not expected prices wilt
dechine materially before the oponing
of navigation. <Castor oll Is selling
at a comparatively high price here,
apd wifl be lower when new stock
arrives, aftcr the opening of naviga-
tion, as stocks bought for later arrival
are costing 2¢ lower.  Lubricating oils
lave been reduced for clear machine
and cyhmder.

Lo MBER.

Tho revi el 13t of Winnipes prices
1: publihiel this weell saowmz  the
clhanze - as jreviously noted,  No.o 2
ant 3 commnon toard. are advauced
J0c. anl culi loarws $1. In Britisk
Colmbia  lumber tie cla<sification
hine bern changed wonsiderably.

GRAIN AND 1IROD CE,.

WHEAT~ Wheat has been quiet and
comparatively :teady this week. In
country market: nothing is now doing.
In thk: market, cash wheat ranged
at 97 to 93¢ duringy the week, and
May at 88 to 99 1-Zc for No. 1 hard.
Receipts of wheat at Fort William
last week were 31,000 bushels, suip-
ment; 29,000 buche's anl in store
last Saturday 760,000 ULushels. A
year ago stocks at IFort Willinm were
3,381,000 bushels, two ‘years ago
8.362,000, three years ago 930,000,
and four years ago £.383,000 bushels.
A year ago stocks of wheat at lake
aml interjor 10o.nts were cstimated at
6,000,000 bushels, compared with 8-
000,000 two years amgo, and
3,000,000 bushels three  years ago.
This year stocks are now cstimated
at 3,400,000 bhushels. =

FLOUR—The market is steady and
prices unchanged. We quote : Patent,
$2.50; best bakers  §£2.30; second
bakers $1.90; XXX, $1.40 per sack of
08 1bs, with discount of &ic net,

811

MILLFEED—Prices are firm, tho
demanda ig very large, and the supply
scazee. There was practically; no hiran
te k- had part of the tlme thig weck.
We quote bran at $12 and shorts $S14
per ton in bulk. Large lots $1 per

ton less.

GROUND FEUD - Pure grain
fecd I8 quoted at $22 to §24 for
rolled oat feed. Inferior mixed mill
feed, $18 to $20 per ton. Ground corn
leed 18 higher and now quoted at $17
to $18 per ton, Oll cake $22 per tomn,

OATMEAL—The market lg flro.
Deunlers aro sclling ta the trade at 82
for saeks of rolled.

BARLEY—Nominal In the absence of
business, at about 40¢ for feed and
45 to 50c for sred samples.

OATSE~Prices are very firm. Feed
oats are lield stiif at 39 to 40c and
chotce at 41 to 13c per bushel for car
fots on track, Winnipeg, equal to 35
to 86c in the country for good sam-

ples.

CORN~We quote 40 to 40 1-2¢ per
{)ushel of 56 pounds for cars on track
1ere.

BUTTER, creamery—A littie {all
oreamery lg still held, which is seliing
at 23 to 23 1-2c¢.

BUTTER~Dairy~Good butter Is
very scarce, even poor stuff Is hring-
ing 13 to 15c per 1b. and so-called good
16 t 18c. For really good
fresh butter, 19 to 20c can bo hadina
small way, but of course there isvery
1ittle which will come up to the mark.

CHEESE-Dealers are selling at 10
to 101-2¢, Stocks Nmited.

EGGS—Prices have been firm this
week owing to cold weather during
the two previous weeks.  The millder
weather which set in this week of
course has not had time to affect the
market yet. The demand was also
large, beilng ‘TEaster week. Prices
opened on dMonday at 13 to 14c¢ and
advanced to 15¢c on Wednesday. City
retall dealers usually buy the butk of
their supplies at the heginning of the
week, and the demand was large from
the opening of the ‘week.,  With Last-
er over and iilder weather prevail-
ing, prices are expected vo drop fast
next week. Country merchants
should Bbegin at once to bay on the
hasis of o 10¢ market lhere, to be om
the safe side, as the advance this week
wilt nno doubt he only temporary.

DRESSED POULTRY—-Poultry is
searce and prices firm. Good chiickens
will bring 9c¢ dressed, or 60 to 75¢
per pair live, and turkeys 1lec per
b, live weight. €ome frozen turkeys
were brought in from the south this
week which cost 17c¢ lald down here.
Only one or two firms in the city have
any turkeys, and they are holding
them for their owm retail trade.

DRESSED MEATS — We quote
hogs 61-2 to 6 3-4c, and a few fancy
mas bring 7c in a small way. Reef
6 to 81-2¢c for city drossed. Frozen
beef Is now about used up and at the
end of the scason there was a better
demanad than earlier. Mutton is {irm-
er, owing to demand to ship to Brit-
isht Coluinbia, which has taken consid-
erable stock from here, and what re-
maing is in fewer hands. Prices of
frozen mutton have ‘been advanced 1c
to 7c to &. Fresh mutton will be
in this week, but not in any large
quantity. Veal 7 to 9c¢, as to qual-
it;

¥.

CURED MEATS and LARD— Tricean
have been advanced 1-4c for dry salt
bacon and lard is A-2¢ higher for pails.
See aquotations on another page.

HIDES~—Hides are weak No. 1 green
have been taken at Te this week, but
a drop to 60-2c Is expected soon,and
may go Into effect an Monday. Frozen



