" THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, Jan, 22,

Indicatioms of the spring movement
are beginmng to be discernible in
somo lnes.  Wholesale trade, speak-
Ing generaliy, is quiet and orders for
present requirements are for small
amounts, [ffally lberal orders have
been booked for spring  ship-
wment. Mhe  shipment of spring
goods hak beglun to n
Umited extent in tlothing, bLoots aud
shoes and such lincs, In harness-amd
leather goods budiness is the most ac-
tive for Immediate wiants, The fuel
trade has been quiet on account of
mild weather. Pricos have been ad-
vanced on white pine lumber ut the
mills, about $50 tents per thousand
feet. Uncertalnty in regard to pos-
sible tariff vhanges at the coming
mecting of parliament is a slightly
disturbing feature, with particular
reference to binder twine, The tarllf
on fence wire 8 also a cause of uncer-
tainty, owiug to the variety
of mennings which may be taken
from tho different clauses covering the
wire duties.. The grain trade js very
sull, The reduetion in the duty on
flour is being felt quite severely by
Manitoba millers in competing for the
trade of Pacific coast polnts and tho
Klondike. owing to tho more favorablo
position of millers at Lnited States Pa~
cific eoast points for handling the Can-
adian coast and Klondike {lour trado.
Barb wire, an important staple used
almost exclusively for feuncing in the
prairie country, is now offering at the
lowest prices ever quoted Lere, owing
to the removal of the duty oun Janu-
ary 1. As usual at this tiwe of year,
the failurc list hus inereasad sonte dur-
ing the past couple of weceks, but the
few Iallures reported have all ‘been
small affairs, with the exception of
tho Henderson [ailure at Carberry,
which is of moderate proportions for
o country trader. Parties are ariv-
inz in the city en route to thy Klon-
dike, but they do not do much out-
fitting here. DBapk clearings, though
much lighter than they werd a short
time ago, still show a considerable
gain over previous years.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday Afternoon, Jan, 22,

DRUGS. -

Bustness Is quiet in this branch, and
locally there is no change in quota-
tions, which wi.l be found on another
page. Two or three commodities are
unsettled in price, Including iodine and
quindne. ‘These articles are fluctuat-
ing in value and their future is un-
certain. Adviees are expected short-
Iy ak to the season’s production of
Norweglan cod liver oil, and unth
these nre received the tenor of cod
liver. oll prices will be uncertain. Giyw
cering is very firm abroad, late ad-
tw?'(i)ces reporting an advance of $15 p-r
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THE COMMERCIAL
FUSH. ‘

A gouod many round frozon flsh ave
be!ng hauled In from the jakes and
oifered on the street market by ped-
dlens, in con-equanece of which pricos
fcr Manitoba lake fish aveabous 1-2¢
lower. Haddies are ulo 1-2 tole
lower, and are offering now at very
low prices,  Frosh sen fish are about
tho same.  Smelys are le, lower, but

other line’ are unchapged. TFreh
bloaters are coming in. .
TFULEL.
Prices for fuel remaln  the same.

Cordwoou Is offering freely, and poplar
wood is easlor, 82,75 per cord now be-
about the ontside prive for carlots on
‘track here, Other kinds ol wood are
unchanged. Coinplalut Is made that
the tamarac wgod coming into the
ity over the¢ new Dauphin
road, contains a considerable
quantity of spruce, which Iat-
te: 8 regardel ns poor fuel, hardly
equal to good vypoplar., The wmild
weather has materinlly reducel the
consumption of conl, but notwith-
standing this faet, the output of the
native Souris mines has been much the
largest since these mines were opened,
the Increase in the output to date be-
fng estiinuted at over 50 per cent. It
4% rumored that a Nova Scotia syndi-
cate contemplate purchasing  the
Sourls mines,

GROCERIES.

Business §8 quiet. Orders being re-
ceived at present from the country
are mostly for small quantities. Ad-
viess from outsidls markets this week
report higher prices for Sultana rals-
ins, strong markets for rio: on ao-
count of the shortage of the Japan
crop, and firm tea. markets, par-
tlen arly for Jupuns. The lceal mark-
et has not followed the full advauce
at other markets recent’'y on many
stupe lines. Tomatoes, for instance,
though higher lire, are much below
a parity with Lastern markets. Job-
bing prices at Twuronto and Moutreal
on tomatoes are guoted at $1.10 to
$1.25 per dozen, or >2.20 to $2.50
per case. Add freight charges of 62¢
per_case, would make the cost $2.82
to $3.12 iaid down In Winnigeg, com-
pared with Winnipeg prices of $2.50
to $2.78 per case.

LEATHER AND HARNESS.

Tho leather markets are very strong
everywliere. _Advices from tlie eapt
continue to report advapces in leather
and manufactures of leather. The
Intest was an advance of lewn hem-
luck harness leather., Our teligraphic
report from Toronto a couplo of weeks
ago also reported an advance on har-
ness. It i sajd that this advance
wdl amountt to as much a3 1212 to
13 pex cent on some laes.  Ilarncss
leathor hias Deen particularly strong
und the sharpost advanees have been
on this elags of leather.  In this mar-
ket harness leather has ULeen ad-
vauced 2¢ to 3¢, Wltdgether, a further
advance o! lc having recently gouc
into effect. Harncss, saddles, collars,
ete., have been advanced ;n proportion,
or equal to $2.50 to $8.50 on ordinary
team haruess, ageording to quality, on
whalesalo prices. Business is already
quite active in the harmess tradoand
quite g nvmber of orders to fit out
narties for the Xlondike have bienre-
ce.ved, hicludibg combination harness,
saddlei; pack saddles, hobbles, sleinng
bags, repair outfits, etc. \

LUMBER.
Bomd new business ts doing all the

time, ‘though dealers do not* expect
at this secason of "tho year.

twire fencing of iron or

519

Farwers who intend bullding nextisum-
mer, Trowever, ate haul.ng their lum-
ber winle they have sldghiug  and
spare ‘time.  There |. moro of this Jdo-
i than usuat thbs  winter, which
would .ndieate goou prospects for next

yeayr.  Dealers iue getting in ~tocks
for the sprng  trade. It in
s that lumber  will dry
varly much quicker in the

Yards here or throughoub the yrov-
mew than at the Lake of the Woods
mills,  Oune reason for this, no doubt,
s, that the lumbor is notin such lnrge
pues, ana i< more subjret to wind and
air. The elimuto of the prafrfe s al o
mord drying than down abt the Inke.
In the case of green lumb~y, it i«
therefore, an advantage to have
it dglivered at the yards svme time
before It is required, It ls claimed
lumber will dry as muth in one month
in the prairie yards, ay it will in three
months at the lake mills, Wianipeg
deulers are working on the old price
lHsts yet, aml they have not advauced
prices it sympathy with the advances
in Biitish Colatbia, ay well as in
white pine lumber, A ood many red
cedar shingles ure being delivered to
dealers, on purchuses made for future
delivery before the récent advance of
25¢ on shingles. The advance on
white piue lunter, which recently
went into effect at the mills, ranges
Tfrom 50t to $1 per M, the advance on
most  llnes being 50¢. Limler, 6x6,
fs advanceld 50c¢, wmd 2 and 3 inch
common dimension is  advanced the
same amount. "There i3 an. advange
of G0c on hourds, except on 2nd .com-
inon stovk boaris, which remain the
same, Shiplap Is also marked up 50c.
Floating, celling and slding is up-30¢,
except -1th flooring, ceiling and siding,
which Jatter rade hias been advanced
$1 per M. fThis makes & pretty gen-
eral advance of 50¢ ou lvmber, except
the 4th grades, of flooring, ete., which
show a greater hdvance, Flulshing
Jumber, mouldings, lath, ete,, are yu-
changed.  With this advauce at- the
‘nills, It 5, of - course,ram-. advantage
for these who tontemplate buildingito
et their lutwber at once, belore -the
retail yards fssue new lists. It is nbt
hkely the Winnipeg dealdrs-will fssue
a new list before the mowesing of~the
association In February. . Price lists
receivel here from Minnesota dealerg
show advantes ¢f 50¢ to §1 on white
pine. v

IARDWARE, PAINTS, FTC.

While this is tho dull seasun, there
is a little doing, and afow orilers fup
sprifgg supplies from tho far: west ure
beginniny to- come. in. ‘Orders 'frpmh
British Coluabia- points.eomz:dig-amuch
earlier thans from ' Manitoba. ~The
feature .attracting imost suttention
in the trade-at:presznt istthetutiel
on fence wire. _There seems to  be
something ‘of a  muddle T the mat-
ter of tho tariff on fence wire. The
fact that barb wire was placed on
the freo list on Jauuary 1last, led
mest people in the trade to supposo
that plain  twisted wire, which is
also used largely for fenciug, would
also come infree. That appgars.not to
be tho ease: . Clapn), 303 of .the tarift
act provides that #harbed, wirg, ozl
galvanized.. wire for, feneiig,: aimlers
9, 12 and I3.@ango,” ﬁég.gll JCOWP, 1 41k
freo aftep:Januaxy,1. 1 .r.’fd!is;s;m-
DIy covers harh wire sndy threo, sizes
of galvanized wire. {or fencing, Mapy
supposed that the words “galvanizeg
wire for fencing® would include plain
twisted wire, but  the connection
shows that it refers only to the three
sizes of plain wire wentioncd. Clause
263 fixes o duty of 13 per ceit on
stec),” not



