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CHANGES AT OTTAWA.

Alter a proloagsd poriol of unzertuiaty, it
hias at last been offizially announced that Pre-
micr Abbott bairesigned, aud Sir Joha Thomp-
son has been callod upin to forma n.w cabioet,
Pnere is nothing i the nature of a surpriso in
this. Tho rosignation of Sic John Abbott has
beon expeoted for some time, owing t3 poor
fiealth, and it wisa foregins coaclusion that
Sic John Thompioa would bo his succossos.
As matters g, tho country at large has no rea-
aon to take exceptioa to the call upra Sic Joha
Thompsoa to form a new cabinet. Io contract.
od denomioational circles thera may be some
objeotioa to the naw promier. There should,
however, be no room fo: donominational bigot.
ty in this matter, and tho gool senso of the
Canadfus people will no doubt promptly sup-
press any attempis which may possibly be
mado to arouse any feelingz on such grounds.
Sir John Thompson is entitied to the paaition,
and is probably tho best availablo man (iu the
dictation of party) to step into tha shoos of Sir
John Abbott.

It is not to bo expacted that there will be
aoy immediate anl importzat chaoges in the
programmo of the government, a3 a result of
the resigaation of tho prime miaister. As here-
tofore, tho policy of the government wiil be
shaped in accordance with outaide public, rather
than inward personal influences. Tathe matter of
trade and tariff, the tendency of the times will
no doubt lead to a gasdual modification of the
present protectivo policy. Any tariff chaugesare
mozo likely to be in the nature of reduced da-
ties, rather thaun in the divection of geeator pro-
tection, It has been stated thac the depart-
ment of trade and commeres, which was pro.
vided for by act of patliament some years ago,
but never carcied iato effect, will now be estab-
lished. Tho ustual value of such a department
to the commerce of the country is of course a
matter of considerabla unceitainty, but it
might be made t> serve some useful purposes,
At any rate, it would indicate that the govern-
nont recogaizes the neod of giving closer atten-
tion to the great question of conmerce.

MOULGTING THE BUSINESS INTERESTS.

Intonse opposition has been aroused in Moa.
treal to the enforcoment of the new proviacial
tax law of Quiebec province. This lnw bears
heavily upon the commercial interests of
Montrea), and it is feaved that it will have
serious results, in driving business iostitutions
from the city to competiog poiats in Oataric.

Through the extravagince anl mismnige.
ment of provincisl affairs, the goverament of
the province has found it absolutely recossary
to secure now sources of roveuue. This has
been undertaken by a spesial tax upin com.
merce. Tho governmeont is maiatained in power
in a provinze like Qacber, by the votes of tho
farmers. A tax upon land would not suit the
farmers, who have the voting power, and there-
fore the govirument hag hit upon the idea of a

speoial tax upon tho business intercstr. The
busincas men have decided, it is repocted, to
rosist tho new taxes, Lawyers consultad have
submittad opinion on tho question the eff:ct of
which i that the act does not come within the
scopa of the powers granted to localleyistaturos
under tho British North Ameriss act, which
loaves tho rogulation of trade and commerce
exclusively to the Dominion paliament, The
government may thorefote yet bo compellad Lo
sock somte mors equitable wiy of raising ad.
ditional rovenud, Buasiness man do not obiect
to bear their reasanable share of tixation, but
thoy should not be mads the milch cow fur the
whalo commuaity, as thoy also aro to a con.

siderablo extent in our ususl municipal system
of taxation,

WINNIPEG WATERWORKS,

The Winnipeg council, though hindling tha
question very tardily, has at last made o pro-
liminary movo in the direction—of cituhlishing
a system of waterworks under civic coatrol,
The necessity for this has long been apparent,
While Winaipeg hag not been entirely without
a *vater system, the matter of supplying the
city with water has beea in ths hauds of a cor-
prrate company.  The supply of water for all
civio purposes has thorefore not beon as abund.
ant as required, Some negotiations have been
carried on between the city and the company
for the purchase by the formev of the existing
worke,  These, however, appear to have
been broken off, for notice has now been given
that the electors will be called upon to vote
upon a by law to provido the sum of §490,000
to establish a mew civic water system. This
woe think is regrotatie. It would be greatly in
tho intarest of the city, if a reasonable arranze-
ment could be come to for the purchase of th2
existing systeni. The great inconvenience aud
losa of having the streets torn up again, where
wat(r maios are already down, aad the cost of
making new conuections with buildings is a
scrious matter to the citizans, If the present
system could be purchased by the city, on at all
reasonable terms, and extended to meet our ro-
quirements, it would be vastly bett:r than to
uadertake a new system. It would be profer-
able to pay even mora thau the p-csent system
is actually worth, as a matter of dollars, rather
than undergn the disagreeableness of cstablish-
iog a new system. Besides, there {3 some doubt
as to the right of the city to estublisha water
syatem, in view of tho frauchise of the prasent
company. A plan of arbitration has been pro-
vided for, to determine the question of price
of the presentsystem in translerring it to the
city. Thisscems tha only fair way to settle
the matter. Nearly sll citizens will admit that
it would be in the interest cf the city to acquire
the present works, rather than establish a new
system. A plan of arbitration having been
provided, why should not it be gone on with,
with a view ta acquiring the works ian this
way ?

BINDER TWINE,

Very littlo has been hLeard for some time
about the proposed binder twino factory in
Wionipeg, Last spring it was belioved we
wero to have at least one factory established at
«tce, and perhaps two, A local company was

understcol to havo made some progreas toward
arranging to cstablish a factory lhere, und be-
sides this it was quito definitely undorstoad
thas the Consumers’ Cordage Co., which oper
ates factories in castern Canada, would estab.
lish & bransh factory in Winnip2g., The sea.
son, howaever, wore by without anything prac.
tical having beon doae, and the question scums
to have gra lually dropped ous of sizhe.

The consumption of binder twing in Mani
toba and tho settled agricultural portions of
the territorics, is very lurge. It is ono of the
principal things which our farmers requiro
every year, in order to enable them to cairy on
their wotk, Asto the demand for the com-
modity, there is co reason for doubt. ‘The
market is at haad, and the demand is certain
to be lurgely increased from year to year, in
keeping with the rapid settlement of the coun.
try. The cost of manufacturing the twine hero
is an important matter which would havo to be
taken into consideration. Oa this po'nt only a
porsoa of great experience in the wusiness, and
one who would have full knowledge as to the
conditions existing here, could speak with
authority. We have Leen assured, however,
by tome who have looked into the matter, that
the maeaufacture of twine might be carried on
to good advantage in Winnipsg.

The munufacture of binder twine in Coanada
is protected ogainst forcign competition by a
customs duty. This is one feature which has
to be taken into consideration in conuection
with the proposal to establish a factory here.
The question is: is the duty likely to remain
for any length of time? There has been a
strong ag’tation in favor of the removal of
this Quty. It isa matter which bears directly
upou the farmers, and farmers have votes. If
the farmers should unanimously demand that
the duty be removed, previous 1> an clection,
it would likely have to go. Ia fact, there is
already such 2 stiong feeling upon this binder
twine question, that it has been proposed in
eastern Canada to establish farmers’ compauies
to manufacture twin:. T'wo or three such en-
terprises are now on foot in Ontariu. A paper
published at Hamilton, Qatario, says :—

“The binder twine industry has ever been a
sore one for farmers, It is understood thut the
Patrons of Xodustry hereatout are moving to-
wards this end, and are makiog preparations to
get feom under the ivon heel of the monopoly,
by forming « joint stock company for the mak.
ing of binder twine, The company will be com-
pozed of patroas only, the shares being placed
at $10 each, ench patron being allowed to take
one share for cach 100 acres owned by him. Al.
rcady a large number of patross have taken
sfock. Arvrangemeats have almost been com-
pleted for the manufacturiog of first quality
twine in Hamilton, and the company will be
prepared to doliver it at prices that will aston-
ish the average farmer.”

The advico of Tur CeMMEROIAL to farmers
has always been to leave undertakings of this
kind alone. If the farmers really want free
twine, thoy could force it by their votes, and
they woull then not have to build factories to
overcome Lhe evils they claim now exist.

Regarding the establishment of a factory in
W innipeg by tho Consumera’Cordage Compavny.
wo understand that the matier reets upoin the
quettion of the duty wpon twine. If thore

were any assurance that the present duty upoun
twino would be maintained for atleast a few

years, or until such timo as the industyy could



