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ONTARIO WOODS AND FORESTS.
Tl'îl report of the Conmissionier of Crown

Lands for Onîtario, prescitte( t 1 lthe Legislatturc a
fortîîighit ago, gives the total collection froin
xvoods «t'ci forests for flic Year as $853, 179.86, inî

NNhIich' tlîere is imlclcl $76,579.73 O11 accotunt Of
bonuises anîd $6 1,49.1.49 on accomit of grotunc
rents, lcax'ing the net revenue frontî tinber dites,
$7 15, 10o6.64.-

l'le samn luniber mxarket it is stated, has dur-
iug thîe past %.ear beeiî ini an inactive
statc, andl there w'as a distinct break
in lte prices of l but flie stiperior
grades of luniber, %vlîichi constitute
not more tlan tWenty 10 twcnty-lx'e
per cent. orfltic total qnantily of
Itîmber produced lit thte prescrit liie
ini Cantada and the îîorth-westcrn
States. Thle El-isi nmarket for
board tiniber and deats bas been
fairly satisfactory and jpriccs renîtn-
erndive, but this is a x'ery linîiited
and conservative mîarket, easily over-
stocked and deiliorali?.ed, and takes
ont%, the x'ery best qualities of tiniber
d11( lumiber.

mi'e principal nmarket for Caitadianl
samin imber is in flie Uitied States,
and any overstockinir or deprcssion
ini tîtat market is iinnîiediatclv feit
b), Canadian lnitîbernien. In thie
carly part of te vear there appeared 11
to be an inîproveient ini tige general
business of the country, and, in svni-
patlîv wvitlî thal, a liope arose tîtat
trade would bc betler on thte open-
in-g of navigation. Very scion after
navigation opened il xvas seen tîtat
thiere would bc no improvergent, but
tlitt liings werc goisig to rernaîn
ini the unsettled and lunsatisfâctory i..
positior in xvhichi they liad been
dii ring the prcviocîs ycar. As a con-L
sequence aIl but tige uipper grades of
luniber nioved slowl), duriîîg the Car
suininer, xvilli a decrcasinigdenîand
andl lowering of valucs.

'Fictî markets hiaxe beconie enorrgocsîy over-
stockcd xvith inferior grades of tuniber, and il is
titis wviichlibas cansed dte present tnfavorablc
condition of the trade. The circunmsîances whiich-
hiave led to Ihis plethora of coarse, rotighi lumiber
-ire casilv wnderstood, and sonie of îhemi inay bc
noted. Firsî, flic renioval of flie duty on Cana-
diait luinher passing into the United States
enabled the coarse Canadian Iunnber to -et mbt

flhnt market and tîtus stiniated cutting dloser,
tuie consequelîce of %vichl xas thalt a largely ini-
creased percemîtage of coarse logs xvas takeni Out.

Seoîlthe prices whiclih lave rccently been
paid for limits hiave reticlercd it neccssary, if a
profit xvas to bc obtainced, duit every log whichi
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couîd be got ont %with any expectation of a
return, shoulcl be ctit and takien 10 the milis.
Tlîirdîv, dîtriiig b the uie Of 1894 clisastroîts
bush ires occurrcd il% Michigan, Minnesota and

Mlisconsin and esiorniocis quatîtities of pine tint-
ber w'ere so badly scorclîcui that ini orcler 10

realize aiiylhinig front it the tituber liad 10 bceut
last %vinter. Accordingîy, the wet'ernî market,
%vliicl in an orulinary )-ear consiues a x'ery large
percentage of thec cnt of the inorl-westerii Suates,
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il I onaetoîetlaici of illill watl cmiore profitatble tiiln s

xvas flooded with coarse lunîber of ani inferior
quality largrely in excess of wliat it could use as its
normîal suppîv. Thie coiîsequnec %vas tliat tItis
coairse lttnberoverloxved ini largequantities iîto thc
mairketsofthe easîerinatîd tuiddtc Stattes, overstock-
iîi..aiddeioraliziiig tteni, tintil coarse lumtîberwas
a drîtg ever%.%vhere and prices broke. Fourtilly,
large quantilies of sotitlerîi pite are beiîîg cult cacdi
vear, andl it is tindiiig a market ftirîter and fur-
tîter nortit until tiow it is actuatty conipetiîig -%vitli
Ontario coarse huiber ini the United Stages as
far norîl as the Souîth shtore of Lake Ontario.

It wxilI bc easitv utîdersbaoct, therefore, fromi
,v'hat has becît stated tîtat dîtriig te past year
buje Iîuilibcr tracte lias beeni in ant utsatisfactory
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ndi depressed condition. I t is a niatter or coni-
gratulation, hiove%'er, that guider sticl tînfav'or-
able circuîîîstaîîces tlic revenue collected froîîî
wvoods alid forces has been sk) large.

XVith respect to the future, il. is cillicuit to
forecast wlîat nîlay hiappein. Tlhere ufocs tiot
appear to bc anv1: grotunds uipos whichl to base
expcctations of imîniiediate substantial imiprove-
nment iii the condition of the grade. 'l'lie western
Inuber nmarkets arc ovcrstockced vigl large

quatîtities of inf'erior grades of' tuin-
ber, whici \VM iihave to go east, and
tltere ufocs not appear to be anv ia-
terial dccrease in ftge outpuit of logs.ý
tItis present wvinter, besicles winch
large stocks of last year's logs are
stitl on biand, more titan suflicient
to ecjual auy1% possible decrease that
mla:' take place ini the Output this

TIMBER SLIDE COMPANIES' ACT.
Ammi .. fias t>ecii i icl ils t(lie On-

tario LL';s:îor li on. Mr i. I Iardy tgo
aiieiîd certain %ections (if tIlle Tîiîler Slitie
Coînpanie.N' Acit. Aiiîoiîg teaieiiîi
hIe lillIowilbg are or siloi liiîipnri:îiice

sect i o 20 i îiided b%. adlilg thlîret o
Ille Col~ii:A detailc eseti îiî of

myîi rep:îirs or t-eiice:î.ls iglial mîay requlire
to lic malle afier thie 3lst d;îv of l)ecciilr

* ~~~ ils uIl yv.ar 10 wlîidîl saiti reporilte
aîîd 1tcfore Ill lim ti îî,vifsetliiig aie tous~,

* o, anîd ils case sticli retiairs or reiîcwalts.are
* ~\ actîail' îmade bel'ore thie %etilinig or ic

golf., tie cosi tlierefor 11ii1y Ie lakcil ilito
~ coiisitlcr.iiioi ils tixilig micl goîlf, a1iîd silil

etii.atec ost or mili repa:irs or relicwals
sli:iIl lic advertiNed :îîoig wvidl i cl îi

otINas 1îrovided ini ,cCtiosi 8a oC tlis Act.I') ~ 'rtue iîeîieît.to sction, ;: are iii-
îcîîded il, proiect Ille coiliiiiies (roi miis
rcprc.tciit;%i oii as t tlhe qîîaîîti j>of logs

\ 10o be floateci ;il order to rcdicI tlle ragec
of toîls% acid re.ad l And .iicls casi' cii> oviîcr

-or 1ler.soîl ils charge :lîall, kîioviigv tir
%-eilftiîlv, f.ilselv rettrs a 1l:oger qtii:il~v

ti l i h i: i jiteîîîiosi tir itle iitîiinioiî or
îiflk-c.siîcli îîîolriet or or m ii da rge to î'a.%

-"ver any or salid sect;olis, Ille CoîpI1c1y
N11.a11 bceciihledi ils addit ion t0 :uiiv ot lier

rcîîîeclics il iav hiave, t o coilicet ilIN ois i lic" di fier-
clnce bcîweelî Ill lis ia lit il: v o Calel et imicaed l;id I lie
clilaîîtity actiîally pasîgover uIl %vorks.*

section 46 is ttieîled 1 tl~>diiîg.t liereto tlhe folowîiîg
worcls, to proviclc for p:yiyîeîî foir Ille dd;îtî edriscd
froîn tIlle 1soldimri dans B ut il, e-as (if :& floldiiig d:îîîî

wiere il i.% mîade to appeai tglial il ilse of I lic wa;tcr field
iliert-iii ký liccessa-r) go emalle imî ie10 go 1 iliîr lo09S
or liimbesi ulîroligli or oser oller palîis of UIl îî oîl.s, anîd

tlî:îî biud> logs or tiinbcr coiîld nîos be drivcii iliroiîgli or-
over siîcl otlier parts of Ille work, oir sof uIClionsî witlî-

ouit iil lînlcdisig clam. t liei tIlie Coiiîîrns-ioier of Crowîîi
l..undsl lna.y fî,; %tili toils for lit se o (f Ille waters of tie
hioldinîg dansi as lN appear Itlclli.lte au.1isl :iîl.

'lcaîu iiiicit tii ecit iii .54 pîrotsides dt miclisud colis-
.uliestaîl wrntisiit twio %-cars froit ii (lite of iicortpor.

lion1 coilete i lit- svorks reiitiredl !)% i lîir chiarg er, iîtiîles
fi i !er t iiiiîe iN graiiec hy orcler o? I lle Coiiiiiisiosier of
Crowîîi Liancîs or by :ctyla or (lie colilit ils wliicla Il
wvorks arc bilciatc.


