THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW:

Oocrosn %

“DrAR BROTIER :—
«Tho blow at last has fal-
len, our poor dear mother {8 now no more, and
W0 are orphang, sho dled on the fiftoenth of this
month, Oh, how fervently sho prayed that she
might be spared until your roturn; and tho last
word sho uttered was your name,  Youare awaro
that her f1come was drawn in advancoe and dled
with het, and as she oxplrad a fow days prlor to
pay day, thero is nothing to receeive on that ac-
count, andafter the funeral expenses weroe dofray-
ed thero romalned but & fow shillings. Tho Land-
tord, a hard, crucl man, selzed and sold t.ho furni-
ture for somo arrears of rent that was due; thus
at ono stroke I was renuwsred motherless and
housolass, and thrown on the cold charity of the
world; what I should have done I know nat, but
for the kindness of a poor neighbour. Our dear
mother spared no pains with my education,and I
beldleve myselfcompetentto perform tho duttes of
nﬁovorness, or8chool Teacher, but alas, there are
hundreds of others botter quatified persons scok-
tng for stich appointments daily without success,
Dearast Walter, I know that the kindness of your
heart will prompt you to do all in your power for
me; but, ob, if you conld remit alittle monoy to
ropay theso poor peoplo that have sheltered me,
and can jll afford to do s0, it 118y bo an induce-
mont tgthem to oxtond it until something turns
up. Xam too much overpowered by our 1oss and
my sad sttuation Lo say more at present; but, oh,
do writg soon and reliove the anxiety and sus-
penso of your

“Affectionato Sister,
¢ ALICE CRESSINGHAM,.”

Herberf. quietly refolded the letter, and
for a few moments made no roply, but con.
tinued to pace up and down the room in
thought; suddenly he confronted Walter
and said:—*Cressingham, we have been
friends since you entered the service; you
know my present position and future pros-
pects ; you have asked my advico and 1 now
give it frankly and unhesitatingly; I havea
sum of money in the paymaster’s hands,
this I would willingly lend you a portion of
for your sister; but this would not be exactly
what is now required, and you will be unable
from your rank in the Regiment to spare s
sufficient sum to support her. I ses but one
way to obviate this difficulty, that is this:
write to Alice and explain exactly how you
are situated—our long friendship—and tell
her that I will, if she wishes i, remit to Eng-
lend a sufficient amount to pay her outfit
and passage to join you, and that on her
arrival at this station I will mako her my
wife, and sweep away the present difficulties,
Tho suddenness of this proposition may at
first startle her somewhat, butcalm reflection
will show her, I think, that tho offer is made
in all sincerity, and with the best of motives.
Now, Walter, what do you say on the sub-
j%ﬁ?’\’

“My dear Horbert,’* replied he, shaking
his friend warmly by the hand, ¢“Isincerely
thank you for your genercus offer, and I
can, assure you that nothing will give me
groater pleasure than to see you united to
mysister; it shall be as you propose; I will
writs and explain all to Alice, and leave it
to har good sense for the acceptance of your
kind suggestion in our behalf.”

The next morning a letter was despatched
to:Alice, in which Herbert enclosed s drafton
Forbes & Co., London, of sufficient amount

’] Alice’s answer was received by her brother,

in which sho had consentad to entrust he:
happiness to tho keoping of hor brotbor's
friend ; sho had procurcd o passago on board
the Se)mngapatam, East Indiaman, which
vessol was-expeoted to arrive at Bombay
about tho middlo of the ensuing January, it
was now late in November. Cressingham
lost no time in communicating the nows to
Herboert Grey, and it was soon arranged that
Walter should at once obtain leave of ab-
senco and proceed lo tho Presidency, to
await the arrival of Alice. On his reaching
Bombay ho found that the Serringapatam
had arrived, and that Alice had while on
board been fortunate onough to make the
acquaintanco of an officer’s family who were
to remain a few weeks at Bombay prior to
their journey un the country, and that they
had invited her to stay with them until her
brother could fetch her. This was all very
satisfactory to Walter, and after visiting the
firo Temples of the Parsees, the Towers of
Silence as their burial places are very appro
priately named, and other place of interst

.j on the island, they set forth on their long

and tedious journey to Zillapoor.

One morning after thoy hed been ten days
on the road, on entering the Dowk Bungalow
they found one of the rooms occupied by
Henry Dashville, Sergeant Major of Walter's
Regiment, who had also been on furlough,
and like themselves was on his way torejoin;
this was concluded to be a fortunate evont;
Walter introduced him to Alice and he Gined
and spent the day with them, when it was
arranged that they should perform the rest
of their journey together. During the eve.
ning as the young men were lounglng and
smoking in the verandah, Dashville said,
drawing ffom his pocket a lotter; *Here is
something that I had forgotten until now, it
will, I think, surprise you very much; itis
from Sergeant Winter; read the concluding
paragraph.”’ Handing it as he spoke to
Walter, who glancing overit read aloud these
lines :—**The only news of interost hers is
that your friend Herbert, the Quartermaster
Sergeant, was detected in an intrigue with
one of the women of the Regiment by her
husband ; of course Herbert was arrested,
tried by a Court Martial and reduced to the
ranks. This affair caused quite a sensation
in camp.” Walter was thunderstiruck, he
could scarcely believo his senses; he read
and- reread the few lines, and each time he
did so he felt the more confr ed. He apolo-
giged to Dashville forleaving himand sought
his sister. She met him at tho door of her
room, and noticing his aggitation, said:—

#Calm yourself, dearest Waller; seated
reading at sn open window I became unin.
tentionally o listener and have heard it all.
You tako this matter too much to heart, for
a man who could be guilty of such bageness
is unworthy of your confidence, or my love,
and he shall never be the husband of Alice
Cressingham.”

to mept a}l requirements. In g fow months

Heor cheeks flushed gnd ‘her eyes flashed

with indignation as she spoke. It mus}, §
romembored that Alice had not soon Hertey S
and know nothing of him, but that howy
hor brothor's friend, and thoreforo she by
no difficulty in dismissing him from by
thoughts. But not so, with Crossmgh;m. .
thoy had been so long acquainted, and ;, S
think that he should have so acted why L
his intended wife was within & fow hundsy
miles of him, stung him to the quick, 1t vy J
an insult to them botb, and it was sever] |8

hours before ha could compose himself sy, §
ficiently to reason calmly on tho strang
turn events had taken.’

They did not proceed on their Journgy
till the following evening. ‘The beauty ang
quiet manners of Alico made a deep impres.
sion on Henry Dashville, as was ovident by |8
the marked attention he peid’ hor durin; 1
{he journey; in crossing the fords ani o8
wkere the roads were almost impassible, b
was over ready to assist and anbicipate hy [
slightest wish, paying those delicate atter BB

jons 8o pleasing to females in genoral (; JE
some of the beautiful moonlight ovening B
Alice would alight, and in, company with her 8 .
brother and leaning on the proffered arm of L
Dashville, walk on a considerable distance; JiE
Dashvillo endeavoring to interest and amus, [
her; although young he had seen a gress Ji8
deal of what is called tha world, hada fund PR
of anecdoto and agreeable rame, and pos: R
essed the happy knaoclk of suiting nis conve: P’
sation to the time and place, Thezo atten
tions were not lost upon Alice, and on one §
of these uccasions when, Cressingham ha §
dropped to the rear to give some mstructions
to the servant concerning the baggag:, B
Dashvillo took the opportunity of declarg 8
his attachment, and made Alice an offer of

his hand and heart; so ardent andsoclo g8
auently did he plead his cause that she con K
sented to his speaking to her brother on the $8

subject. ‘This he lost no time in doing, §&
Walterat first demured, but on Dushyill: PN
assuring him that he would on reaching I8
camp, hand over to Herbert Grey tho amount B
that he had advanced, his scruples vanished B
and he finally consented and on their arri Jie
val at Mhow, a large mllxtary station about §
ninty miles from Zillapoor, they wore united.
This entailed a delay of a few days, and the
trio then resumed their journey.

It was a beautiful morning, the sun had
scarcely risen, the heavy dew hung upon the
hedges, plants and flowers and grass which §
sparkled and glittered like diamonds in the §
sunlight; the air was impregnated with ths §
odour of roses, jasmine and other flowern
that bloomed in great besuty in the sur ¥
rounding gardens. There had beensful S
dress parade and the officers were returning
to their quarters gas our travellers entered i
the cantonement. Walter and Dashvillehsd
alighted and were walking in advancsof tke §
Garrie, and on turning tho corner of s com B8
pond they camo suddenly upon Herber i
Grey in-the full dress of his rank, a Quarter §
master Sergoant: Oh Cressingham, Iex- §
pected you in this morning, glad ta scothit 2




