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one—only four sixths thercof. The Militia | Supreme Power. This loyalty,
wan consequently, in the course of his six mission, depends much--those

Years’ sorvice in the force, goes through four
trainings. 1 was aftorded the epportunity in
the vicinity of Constantinnnle of clusely in

specting a Dledif brigade. LU consisted of
two battalions, come the the previous day
from Asia Minor, leaving that evening for
the Herzegovina—cight companies of 100
men, splendid fellows.  Called out in mid-
harvest from a district depopulated by fam

ine, for a cause jn which they took no inter-

est, discontent might well be expected to .

prevail,  Never, though. was the Padishah
more enthusisastically saluted than by those
1601 voices, One could but feel that with
such meu any ditliculty might be surmount
ed Bt who war to lead the say v uvD@
oflicer, of wretched mien, to each of those
strong companies. What mechanical force
was there to support the physical? Long
rifles and scabbardless bayonets in the case
_of one battalion, short rifles and swords in
the case of the other. Uniformity alonein
the dirly, utterly unserviceable state of the
wenpons.
¢ As to the last unit in the Auxiliary
FFurces—the National Guard or Mustafiz—it
is the very embodiment of theory. Lt boasts
neither organisation, no arms, nor oflicers,
nor cadres sive in misrepresentution to the
greatest autocrat,the most deluded monarch
of the civilized world.
'“Now us to the Imperial navy, twenty
Z‘fx ironclads, embracing every deseription
Plating for 1jje¢0 days. The officers are a1

'{;’"‘Plcf. the men absut half. How far either

n.nt, presum
tion the
roun
front

¢ to opine.
¥ Certainly never have. All the year
1 t_}“b' glorious flect lies in idle state in
ront ef the [mperinl palaco. The Ruitan
Bazes thereon Irom the presence room of

tt

Mig . : : ;
Service who will undrceive him. He

knowg no f

o
él‘l‘l’l‘ilssa‘:reeunder the censor.
cox}gs do not disturh the Imperial slumber.
for ~Umming up Lis opinion of the Turkish

orees, Lient, Colonel Vincent said:—The
men are admirable, but the ofticers very im
berteet. The guns are numerous, but there
areno horses to drag them. The riles are
of the Lest type, and enough of them to give
one to each Mussulman in Stamboul, but
there are no cartridges. Truly the engines

. are ready, but there is no motive power.

-; Tne ally of Turky will Lave to supply it,

., Ullicers, horses, wagons, ammunition, meth
od must be provided before the Turkish

. forces are. reaily fitted for European service
. “’ﬂp Ejg{e;n' Question, ae stated by the

. ng} ‘;ut:‘:hl! :v—Whetber ’l'urkey mn
. Kurope must bYe. maintained intaot? Af.y
. expressing (he opinion thet If Russia wero
to make a sudden dash by sea and land on
Stamboul its fate miabt be a question of
‘}f‘"}'s ‘Onl_y, he went on to show that (ireat
“itain s especia/ly Interested in the pre -
oavdyyinion, of the 2urkish Empirs, - 1fo said :
iy o Lt that recent events have mater-
illy altered .the position of affiirs. The

Eustern Question is indecd connected with

road is solely" one for the conveyance of wir

troops; for thie passago of oar ships, - I Te—1%e: stould have to send.

attery, but, with, I understood, t0o thin |

) . ‘
e former or the latter are fit for sea, I will |
Practice in naviga - |

fa?m Bagtshe, and believes when he is told |
12t he rules the world There are none in

oreign language, and the Lurkish |
Financial diffi-
unknown ¢ dreams of troubles to
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this sub
who have
| been in India kuow how much—on the alli
iance of the Queen's Most Excellerc Majesty
i with the Caliph of the Prophet. the Sultan
of Turkey. Nor arc tae new rights so pa-
triotically acquired over the Suez (‘anal, any
positive assurance that the material road to
| Tndia will be for ever secure. S0 narrow, so
shifting, so difticult is the passage that even
in time of peace the spced of four knots an
hour must no be exceeded. Often anid often
a vessel runs aground.
! sand is hiere to-day and there to-morrow. The

have now to be moved. I am credibly in-
formed thata single boat in a single night 1s
capable of slupping ail safe navigation
through the Canal, and will not the able
and renowed officer, who, if report runs
aright, is entrusted, by leave of his Czar,
with the portfolio of war at Cairo, see that
land defences guard the water way? In
short, to be surprised, if, on some future
day, the existence of a Treaty, that younow
little dream of, is brought to iight. The

\ preservation of Turkey is closely connected

with our own highest interests. 1{ow do we,
then, stand as regards the question in a
military aspect?  As mntters arve, I very
much doubt if any active interference would
have such a reasonable chance of success as
L Lo justify its being attempted, The Army
which is available for coutinental operations
is too small to render any vast assistance,
unless everything be prepared, everything
avourable, to the execution of a fixed and
definite plun, [t might be otlierwise, were
the Militia liable for foreipn service in time
of war; a practicable schenie I mentioned
here last summer. Dut we can only tako
things as they exist. Ou auy attempted
rapture of the present sta’us quo, it is prob-
able that our Mediterrunean tlect would be
despelched to tho Durdanelles. A large
portion of the garrisons of Malta and Gibral-
tar woulil Lo moved at once eastwards.
Within ten days forty thousand reguiar
troops would be despatched from ourshores,
and ten days later might discubark on
Turkish soil, i.c., at least three weeks after
thho deeclaration of war. Remecember that,
until that declaration, we could not move a
man, for such movement would assuredly
constitute a rasus belliof itself. Three weeks
in this age is a long time, and, as you will
have gathered, my deliberate opinion is that
the Turks do not at this hour pessess the
menns of resisting any skilfully planned and
energetieally conducted invasion. They will
not submit quictly—a St. Dartholomew’s
day might recur ~but I do not think that
any firmy stand could be muade, reasonable
chances fuvouring both sides. Noris this
all. Any Dritish army sent to assist Turkey,
to uphold our policy ofages, and from which
it would be fatal to depart, would meet with
every obstacle long before it came face to
faco with the aggressor. Nearly everything
would have to be furniehed from the fleet,
for 1n such a state is the country, that it is
almost deprived of the usual means of sus
tenance, The entire transport would have
to be provided. At home, even the service
is defeciive, Iow, then, would it be pos-

)] “aible for us to establish it, within the reyuir
our road to Iindia. . But think not-that this i

ed time, ready for an arduous campaign,
‘thousands of miles away? Horses, again,
Have we them

ceived the cther day a letter from & most.| herg? - Can we bawe them there? Then,
excellént pfficial in the" great’empire of the | also, ‘enginger and pontoon traips, to sny

cast, which affirtms this view : the road to
India meens, indecd, one for the transit of
~ men aAnd myerchandige, and also one to the
. ‘hépris, to the logalty, to'the submission of
~.4hé vast Mahommedan populatiou to-the

of ammunition 'This is now the
afisire:  Lf, ‘say a million . sterling
st -in- fortifying the Bosphorue,
and the line of the Danube;
irorganising transport ; in providing horses ;

nothin
statay.of
- Were .

Bourge, Varna,

The treacherous :

buoys which yesterday marked the course

315
it might;save many millions heaiafter. If,
ofticers be sent, or at least encouraged, to go
{and learn Tuarkish, to instruct the troogps, to
‘stimulate the navy, then DBritish arms will
: be nble successfully to co operato with Turk:
;ish battalions. One other thing. too, 1s all
{important—the completion of the strategical
railway from Adrianople to Shumla  With:
out that line, I do not see how troops could
be moved up to the Danube—how tiey
could be supplied with field equipment,

“The lecturer then showed that Austria
was in a position to defend Turkey with the
"immmediate aid of 300,000 on the Danube,
and trusted that sho would, by co operiting
| with Lngland, summarily prevent any at-
tempt to dismember the Turkish Empire.

“ A few worda with reference to Lrance
and Germany concluded the lecture, for
which a cordial vote of thanks was pissed.””

CAUSE OF THE TROUBLE—STRENGTH

COXNTENDING FORCES,

or THE

The following brief review of the causcs
which have brought about this new conflict
will be read with interest in view of the de-
claration of war by Servia against Turkey :
The cause of the quarrel which now arrays
the soldiers of the Servian Prince against
i those of his Suzerain the Sultan wus devel-
“oped towards the close of last year by the
attempt of the Turks to collect the taxes
payable to the Porte by the inhabitants of
{{erzegovina and Bosnia, two dependencics
of the Turkish LEmpire, situated on the
western side of Turkey in Iurope, This im
position of tribute has always been regarded
by the Christian subjects of the Sultun us
oppressive,and they have never fuiled, when
an opportunity presented iteelf, to protesi
against it, either by representations of the
great powers or by sn appeal to arms.  The
overpowering force of the Turkish battalions
which supported the tax gatherers ol the
Padishah in their anoual visitations to the
tributary provinces had up to recently sup-
pressed every attcaapt at resistance, and the
most terrible cruellies are charged against
the Turks during the times of this forced
collection of taxes. This state of things
could possibly have no other termination
than in an armed revolt of the cppressed
people of Ierzegovina and Bosnis, which
took place, as we have stated, during the
summer of 1875, and has progressed, with
varying fortunes for the insurgents, during
the past ten months. DBy a series of on-
slaughts on detachments of Turkish troops
Herzegovinans and Bosnians have iuflicted
great losses on their ancient enemy, forcing
him to organize large armics against them,
"and often to retreat before their daring at~
tacks. ‘T'he enterprise of the Herzegovinans
and the vigor of their resistance to their
encmy is illustrated by the several ineifect-
ual attempts of Mubktar Pacha, with.a
powerful force, to revictual the fortress of
Nicsic—a strong position on the northern
frontier of Montenegro—uutil & temporary
armistice was declared between the belliger-
ants, and in violation of which the Turkish
‘tieneral threw some supplies into thoe town,
' T'his feat, which was proved to be impossible
“in the presenco of lerzegovinan resistance,
{enranged the insurgents beyond ull hope of
| peacelul settlement of the quarrel, for they
“saw in it the evidence of Turkish duaplicity
{und bad faith, and prepared to fight the war
“to the bitter end.

" Any event which in the remotest degreo
“tendexd to re-open the only half settled Last-
,ern question has been invested with extra.
"ordinary gravity by the Luropean Dowers,
"and the highest offices of diplomacy have
"been invoked to settle the apparently most

-



