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Gunners’' nature is' only human nature;
the Royal Artillary have norewards for effi-
ciency, while infantry, cavalry, seamen. and
marines, and Volunteer Artillery, receive
extra i)ay or prizes for proficiency with their
special weapon, be it sword, Innce, rifle, car-
biune, or great gun,

Lord Strathpairn, :when Commander-in-
Chief in India, introduced a system of com-
petitive praotice for the artillery, with extra
pay and prize badges, as.for infantry ; it is
very varipusly spoken of by artillery ofhicers.
All are agreed that being carried on entirely
with stooth-bore guns, the resulis were
much medified by chance; the sdmission of
drivers. snd- shoeing smiths (who would
rarely, if ever, havg tolay a gun on service),
&0, inte- competition with gunners and Nos.
! way thought a mistuke : every man {o bis

R ,

Prize pay and a badge of a cross-whips
might be given to a certain pércentage of
the best drivers, whose horses were in good
condition, These officers who adhered to
the spirit.of. Lord Strathnaizn's instructions
allowed no . man to compete unless he un-
derstood the elementary principles of gun-
nery, the gatting of . fuzes, was perfect at
drill; and a first-tlass judge of distance. In
faotg,they; who tried the system fairly speak
in the-highest terms of the spirit of emula-
tion and efliciency it produced,  especially
the preliminary instruction in barrack-rooms
by the subaltern officers. ,

Having been: asked by many of my
brother officers and some myembers of the
committee to draw up for the Institution
papers the outline of a'scheme for competi-
tive praoctice, I ventured to doso with the
hope that general attention would be drawn
to the subject, and errors I have made be
remedied by the suggestions of. any of my
brother officers. ce

. (To be continued.)’
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.LOWE ON DILEE. .

Our cable telegrams informed us some
days ago that Mr. Lowe, the English Chan-
cellor of the Exchiequer, hadbeen address-
ing & public meeting st Halifgx, in which he
had made some remarks uponthe anti-Mon-
archical speech delivered by Sir Charles
Dilke at New Castle. One of the charges
made against Her Majesty by Sir Charles
was that, although in the receipt of a very
large income, She did not contribute to
the Income Tax fund. This charge has
been shown to be unfounded in a letter, writ-
ten t® the Tvines _bznan officer of Ber Ma-
josty's housebold. . And of. the  chagag Mr.
Lowe is reported by the Manchesier fnar-
dian to havé spoken as follows,;— ..

‘The gentleman has said that, as far as he
ooa;d understand, the Queen, .after having
undertaken, through Sir fobert Peel, to
pay.the tax upon. her income, had not ful-
tiﬂ’ed Jher promise, 1fe was, ns: he said, al-
hamed. to takenoticg of. such obser-
formed an acoussation

)

most as,
vations because t

which, all who knew what the Queen was

wonld be able to acquit her of -without a

moment's: copsideration, ;She has reigned

over us for 34 ysars, and during that time
she had maintained a high and stainlees
character. (Loud . applause, and & _yoice,
*Three cheers for the Queen.” .. Great
cheering, after which a verse of the */Na-
tional Anthem '’ was sung, the entire assem
blage listening and standing.j Mr. Lowe re-
sumed.,—He had been ssying when so kind-
ly interrupted (agplmu laughter) that
for the 34 years during which she had reign-
ed over us, the Queen had maintained a
high and stainless character, which was an
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(Loud applause.)

‘was reported, but was for several days kept
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ho;;ur to herself and a credit to the nutioui

which had the happiness (o be under her
rule. (Hear, hear.) Those wbo however
remotely, liad been brought into contaot
with the Queen would know that if there|
was any featurein her character more ve-:
markable than another it was her strict ad |
herence to her word under all circumstances
and under all difficulties. It might be traly
said of her—
‘“ Her armour is her honesty,
‘ And simpie truth her only shicid.” ;
No.one had ventured to charge her with;
having stepped one hair's breadth beyond |
the prerogative which was assigned to her
by the Conmstitution. Nobody conld allege
that she ever gave a promise that she did
not fulfil. Nobody could say that anything
had ever dropped either from her lips or
from her pen but what was absolutely true,
without the slighest intention in the world
on her part to deceive or mislead. It was
because he felt and knew this so thoroughly
— and all those who had anything to do with
the affairs of State knew it also-—~that he
really felt slmost ashamed to say what he
was going to say; but with regard to the
statement in reference to the income tax,
he would state, being the person from whom
such statements would come with the pro-
per official authority, that the sum contribut,
ed by Her Majesty to the income tax since
the .year, 1842, when the income tax was
imposed, amounted to hundreds of s thou-
sands of pounds, (Applause). Ifthe hon.
gentleman should bring the subject before
the House of Commons, he (Mr. Lowe) would
be most happy to give the fullest explana-
tion, and he doubted not that the country
would be satisfied in this as in all' other
things relating to her conduct in her high
and honorable office, that Her Majesty had
been true to herself and a worthy represen
tative of the feelings of honesty and of the
true spirit of Englishmen, As for the rest
of the matter, he would certainly not discuss
it. He should think it degrading and in-
sulting to his hearers if he were to allude
for one moment to the discussion as to the
relative merits of Monarchy and Republican-
ism. Politics were not a speculative or me-
taphysical, but a practical and inductive
science. The test of what was politicallv
right what had answered and worked well.
(Applause.) The English Monarchy begin-
ning under William the Conqueror, with the
sterne:t and most cruel tyranny, had in the
course of 800 years endured, till under it we
attained in this happy country more of order
connected with liberty, more of ancient tra
dition connected with the springing power
of boundless improvement, - than had been
granted to any other :people on the earth,
(Applause.) He did not misrepresent the
feelings of his countrymen when he said
they would not be disposed to consider fora
moment-the propriety of changing au insti
tution under which they had derived .50
many great benefits—benefits admitted by
all students of history 10 be such as no other
country in the torld had experienced.

The official report of thelod'of the British
troop ship Megeera, states that'on June 8, on
the passage from the Cape to Sydney, a leak

under by hand-pumps and building. Onor
about the 14th of June the leak became
more serious, and the water gained on the
pumps. Steam was then used, and by the
aid of the main steam pumps the water was
kept in check. It was determined to steer
for:8t. Paul's Island where she arrived Sa-
turday, June 17, A survey was then held,
and a diver sent down to examine the leak,

A hole;was discovered worn through the
centre of a plate, about rwelve feet abaft
the mainmast, and about eizht feet from the
keel port side, besides other serious injuries
in the immedinte viemity of the'leak. It
was considered unsifo 1o lcave the anchor
age.  Provisions and stores were then land-
ed.  June 19, weather Leing very stormy,
and being unable to keep the ship in posi:

* tion, having carried away ana*lost three
. anchors since first anchoring,
i unable to earry on the work

and being
na of landing pro-
visions on account of the stormy weather,
1t,was fdetermined to beuchfthe ship. At
about I r. w., the ship was run full speed on
to the bar, and remained there, Shesoon af-
terward filled up to the main deck aftat high
water, The workjof landing provisions and -
saving cargo was then continued, and a por-

tion of the men and officers landedin charge

of the same. The ship was not entirely

abandoned for about ten or twelve days

after she was beached.nUp to July 15 ahout

eighty tons of cargo for Sydney had been

saved, and divers were still employed re-

covering it, Men and officers were living

under eanvas, and all are well, They had

provisions to last, on half allowance, till the

beginning of November, with exception of
bread, flour, tea, and sugar, of which they

were very short, men being on four ounces .
of bread per day. Water was obtained from

summit of the hill during rainy season, but

could not be depended upon. 1t is consider-

ed impossible to render the ship fit for far-

ther service.

—

The British artillery came in for a shaie
in the general gratulation which the appear-
ance of the troops at Aldershot produced.
Ninety guns, or fifteen batteries, in perfect
order, and only suffering from some excess
of “burnish’’ and deficiencies similarly
slight, paraded to the great ratisfaction of
all England. ¢ Never before,” says Broad
Arrow, * did the British eye behold ninety
guns in battle array on the English isle.”
But, ffevertheless, ninoty] guns are but a
small item in the equipment of a first-class
army, and, accordingly, we find the. Wool-
wich gun factories at work on twenty-seven
batteries, or 162 16.pounder guns. They
are built upon Frazer's system, and supply
the army with a heavier projectile without
Jessening its mobility. The new 16.pounders
really weigh less than the old 9 pounder
bronze gun, which weighs 13" cwt., against
123 cwt. for the former. g When these bat-
teries are completed and horsed, the British
artillery will want but one thing to be o
model institution, and that is to be let alone
by the other branches of the service,

The courts martial being held at Versailles
bring to light, in'a curious manner, the
total absence of anything like command
which reigned in  the halcyon days of the
Commane in Paris,’ Rossel was arrested
for wishing to enforce discipline in his le-
glon, and, while under arrest, was promoted
by War Minister Clurseret whom he siicceed-
ed, when that officer was in his turn arrest-
ed. The other day citizen Pigere, a cabinet
malker who had served on the staff of Gene-
ral Dombrowski, was tried, and attempted
to show that the battalion which he com-
manded before being placed on the staff
bad pever left its cantonments. * My raen,”
said this worthy, “did nothing but eat,
drink; and chase vermin. They were so
badly clothed that I would never hear of
them marching ngainst the enemy., Their
pantaloons were in such an unsérvicable
condition that the shirt passed through,
and most of them had no boots ; I was quite
ashamed of them."”



