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THE BATTLE IN THE CHANN EL.

THE RETROSPECTION 0F A JACx.

Dedicated to the Parai-trickcu !Readers of
Btackwood.

1 served as gunner's mate
When 1 was twenty-eight,
That's fifty anno dominis ago,

And our ship whicii was The Âpoeke-,
Were a rIdjng at lier anchor,

One Sunday niglit ln August you niust knlow.

1 were chewln' of a quid,
Wbicb I ordinary did

0' Sundays, for 1 thinli it's sort G' riglit,
wben our gunner-Ben's bis naine-
Dld quite suddenly exclam;

A.nd bis exclamation were IlElow me tightu."

Says he, 'My jolly mates,
T hi& bere Lloyd's paper states,

As were goiti' to fight thcni Gerrm3n rur-
neers."1

Whereupon, ive tars in %pite
0fis beln' Sunday nlgbt,

Stood Up and gave thioe hicarty ]ritiish clieers

Weil, we sailed away to mncei
This famous Germain fleet-

Consarnin' 'which thore'd been no end ofjaw;
For ln Six weeks they had planned,
.And built, and launched and manned

The flnest fleet a nation ever saw.

-We had cruised about onSunday,
But about six beils on Monday

When, as smoeth as auy in
water,

Right oui on Mes horizon
Rose a cioud as black as pisen:

'Twas the tee a steamin' dIç
quiarter.

ira-ur was the

lon tipon o(ur

'Twag ail as stîili as deaili,There -was not a singlieaeth,
But our Admirai woie asmile uous bis chcck:

The tee was on our larboard,
But rIght away out starboard

Was a werry litile tiny narrer! trcalz.

A ebueklil' wcrry sly,
And a winking eoflis eye,

Our Admirai gave orders for to vu n;
And the enemy gave chaise,
For the Germans, as a race,

Have a preference for fightlug ten to one.

At iseven we felU a vilaiff;
At eig htILitbiowed qulte stifi;

SA t rine IL was btewlng haif a gaie;
But at ton île waves ras higher
'rIen Si. Paui's Cathedral's spire,

My language te describe the saine do faih

We keptâa lectrie ligbt
A bureing ail the niglt;

But on Tuestiay in the moruiaag about tlarec,
Mv gunner up and spolie
'Ûarn me If any smoke

Is a commn' frein their chimney*peLl a,'aays lac

Jusit en we heerd a shout,
And our Admiirai sang eut-

, Send île signai up te wear about, and closeil
Then fore and aft we ran,
To his post steod e! every man;

And leuder than.the sterni our cheers arose.

We neared thein, -and teok atmn,
And île word te fire came;

And our volley devin thlne etbattle roared.
But tle German answered nt-
Not a slttary shot,

But lier ensigu. fluttered dow i by the board.

We was speechles, pretly nigh,
As we couldn't mrn" -j out for why

The spouge Làey ilould se qiickiY up'ards
clîuck IL,

Till BismarcK Nvie espied
Hangin' pallid e'er île sie,

And Moltke sitttng devin bc.sldc a bueket.

Altheir gunner,altheir stokers,
Lay as fiat as kit chep pokers,

Al agreaning frein île bottomn cftlieir soul;
For ail theîr preclous crew,
Unaccustomed te the Btue,

Invaiided vihen the shîps begn toLuroll.

And thus the battie ended,
And the broken pence was mended;

And William, wheu i le st le ce1aseci te be,
])ied a sedder and a wlser,
A more circumespeci oid kaiser,-

.1nd a anenber of île Jeace Soclete v.
-Londlon Socety.

The exces of women in Great Britain, as
reveiled by the recent cencus, tisecxciting
much attention, The disproportion between
the sexes in 813e162.

REPOR ON THE RED RIVER EXPE-
DITION OF 1870.

BY S. J. DAWSON, 0iVIL ENGINEEIi.

[CONTINVED.]

LAKE 0F TUIE WOODS ROAD.

As already explained, Mr. McTavish, the
resident factor of the U1udson's Bay Corn-
pany, at the request both of the Command-
an t of the tield Force aind the manager of the
Publie Works, conveyed te him by letters
(copies of whicli are on a preceding page>)
frem Thunder Bay, had sont a force to work
on the Lakre of the Woods road.

The distance reniaining to be opened was
found to be sornewhat greater than the con-
fused reports, received up to that titue, liad
led us to anticipate. The party sent out with
Mr. Snoiv, in the fali of 1858 had net even
penetrated to the Lake of the Woods, wiîl
their Exploratory 1ines, and much of the
road they hiad opened up vins a mere pre-
lininary track, on which nothing more had
been doue than cutti ng down and roiling off
the trees. On this Section, the people
enployed by Mr. McTavish were niaking
bridges ovea' the" Swam2ps; they had also
opened a road from the point at vihicli Mr.
Snow's roada terminates East of' the White-
Mouth River to Birch, River, and from thence
had cut a bridle path to the Lake of Woods
but it vias mostiy through swamp, and herses
couid witb dificuity be taken over it with
pack saddies. By this route, one cotnpany
of the Regular troops, on their return vien t
froni Fort Garry te the North West angle
of the Lake of the Woods, vihere they ein-
barked iin boats and a Comipany of Volun-
teers whicb had been stationed at Fort Fran -
ces, took the saine road frein the North
West angle to Fort Garry.

The Commandant of the Field Force lefi
Fort Garry on the lOili September aud pas-s-
ed by land to the Lake of the Woods, where
bis canoe, iith a crevi of active voyageurs
was in waiting to carry ii to Lake Supe-
rior.

1711ERETUT.N 0FTHE REGULAR inoorS ANiD
VOYAGEURS)

Was inarked by the saine good fortune as
had attended the advance of the Force frein
Shebandevi Lake to Fort Garry. The
voyageurs viho hiad accompanicd the Velun-
teers viere now di-sengaged se that there was
ne lack of' ekilitul beatinen and the journey
'te Lake Superior vias rapidly accompiished,
under the able management of. Colonel'
Fielden. Thew6iather was delightful-andl
flies had vanishied. In fact, throughout the 1
Sunimer, te vihatever cause il may have'
been ewing, there was a î'emarkable absence
eof treubleseme inseots.

To the soidiers the homeward journey
must have been pleasant. The boats wei:e
iight and better manned than theyhad been
on the ndvnnce, and it would be cifficuit
te imagine anything more beautiful than'
tho Riveî-s. Falls aud island atudded lakes,
by vihich they passed. Anturn n aid just
beguri te tinge the forests and the weather
was ail that could be desired. The Expedi-
tien had been entirely successful and they
viere roturnmng te receive the well merited
thanks of their Severçign and-their Country.

The average rate per day, netwthstanding
ail impediments in the way eof portages,
was about 25 miles some days mueli more
and some less. W'aggons were in waiting
for the Iuggage atShebandowan Lake and
the terrible «Xjunder Bay road which had
been greatly improved during the absence
ef the treops, vias but two days easy march.
This shows how readily it might have been

passed atfirst, if the voyageurs, instead of
being set te dragging boats by the River,
had been kept for a turne at werk on it.

Many of the voyageurs, at their ovin re-
quesi, viere paid off at Fort Garry. They
lad been struck wth the beauty of the
country and fertiiity eof the goili and 1 bave
ne deu;bt will prove a valuable addition te
the population.

I vias detained for sorne ime iu making
necessary arrangements for the construction
of barr"acrs, and the progress of the 'work
on the L-ike of the Woods road, and oniy
left the -north-west angle on the 23rd eof
September. 1 reached T'hunder Bay on the
lst October,, and in a few days saw the lust
efthie regular troops ernbark on the steam-
erws; officers and men had alike distinguished

î themselves bjr unfhinchîng perseverance,
perfect sobriety, and ail the good qualities
vihich mark the British -soldier. A feeling
eof regard had grown up between them. and
the voyageurs, aud for the latter I can ssy
that they parted with. the tried frieride viho
had shared their toils, with regret, 'and with
'a heartfeit wish fôr their fu ture prosper' ty
aind happiness.

TIhe steamers having been fully freighted
with military stores, &o., the voyageurs
could oniy leave Thunder Bay on the suc-
ceeding trips. They reached their homes
in safety, nnd il is satisfactory te knovi thst
net a single ferious accident occurred,
and net a lite was lest, from the outaci of
the Expedition until its returu.

The Expedition having been attended
with success, I would gladly close this re.
port without ref'erring te bluiidera which
might have~ led and nearly did lead te, an
opposite result; but se, muoh, had been
said and written of a character to. produce
an impression,. the reverse of the truth, t-bat
justice to the men by .whese -perseverance
aind toil it was mainly saved from -dieu ter,
compels me te d ravi attention te a, certain
circurnatance which I sh ould otherwise bave
lefi unnoticed.

I have already* shevin that, on the ai-rival
of the flrai detachment of the biiiitary féréo
at Thunder Bay, the, road for. twenty five
miles was in such a condition thet boat»
and military stores might ai once have been
sent forward, as fer as Matawin -bridge. I
have aise pointed out thai s ny de ficiency
in the means et' transport, occasxoned by
the detention of a portion et' thet which lied
been provided (drawing stores over the por-
tage road),at Sauli St. Marie, miglit easily
îhave been remedied -by sending. te Coilitig-
wood or the settlemen te in its- viciniîy for
additional herses and waggens.

-Soon efter the arrivai of the first of the
troops, twenty-eighî boats viere taken by
waggoris over the road te- the Matawin
Bridge, thus proving thati il vas net only
practicable but quite easy ote nd the i in
that way.

In ibis position, 'the true plan would have
been te set ail the availeble force, both sol-
diers and voyageurs, to work ou the un-
finished section of the road, se as to have it
completed hy the time the boats should
reech the Matawin Bridge. But instead
eof adepting a lineofet action, se, obvions and
judicieus, the hoate, on the advice of inex-
perienced persons, viho, although living in
the vicibity, had nover been over the country
through which the rond passes, or had ever
se much as seen Shobendevian Lak7e, viere
ordored te- the rough and rocky roads of the
river, while et the samo timo with exception
et a fevi companies of the reguier treeps
sent forwat d te aid in repairing the damage
ucoasioned by the lire, the main body of the
military force.vas mninteined in inactiv.ity
ai Thunder Bay, and -there il in greaf part
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