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The Origin and Development of Spiritual Life.

BY REV. D, I M'VICAR, DD, PRINCIPAL OF MONTREAL
IRLSAYTRERIAN COLLEQY,

Text:—Col. il. 6-7,
] —* As yo havo there.
foro veceived  Christ
Jesua the Lond, so walk
vo tn him, rooied and
bailt up in hiw, and
established in the fuith
83 yo have been taught,
abounding cherela with
thanksglving.” We
havo hore the origin and
dovelopment of spiritual
lifo in tho soul of mav.
Let us traco it bricfly in
the onder indicated in
the text.

1. The first step 3 to
recoive Uhrist Jemus the
Lord. Is tbis the be-
ginniug of spiritual life!
Ltlulmg' ; lor wo ard
told that ** [To that hath tho Son hath the life ; Ta that hath not the
8ou of God hath not tho lite,” (L. Juno, v. 12.) But hew are wo to
receive Himl  Wo speak of rozeiving wnonoy, recoiving friunds, recviv-
ing congratulations, receiving instruction, and we understand what is
meant by all thess expressions, But how do we receive Christ Jesus,
the Lord! What happens in this casot How is this transaction

You may be ready to aunswor that wo receive Him by faith. But
what is that? What i faith  Faith us an intellectual, an act of the
human wind, is tho persuasion of the truth of certain statemonts. In
this senso faith terminates and rests upon Eropositions; but wo aro
not saved by propositions any more than by geology or astronomy.
Propositions do not securo on, or life, or purity, or resurrection or
cternal glory. The mero 1ntollectual accoptance of the facts cf the
Biblg is not ealvation. The devil 1s forced to acknowledge tho truth
regarding Christ, but he i3 not saved on that account, He knows of
the divinity, the incarnation, tho death, the atonement, the resur.
rection and ascension of tho Son of God. Hoe has thus a large and
orthedox creed, but no Saviour. Ho is eternally lost in spito of all
ho knows and believes.

It is theroforo necessary to say with tho strongest omphasia that
saving faith is distinctively trust, and trust wot merely in dogmas or
propositioas, howaver true and indispensablo theso may be, but also in
8 living and divit.e Saviour. Itis as rovealivg Him that propositions
or dogmas provo useful. Tho doctrines of tho Word, from Genesis to
Revelation, lead up to Him aod terminato upon Him—they ara all
Christo-centrie, an& thercefors, it is far from being a mattor of indif-
ferenco what dogmas « man accopts, because thesa defino the character
of the Saviour in whom he trusis ; and besides, 8 man’s creed oxerts
a powerful influence upou his own character and life. If his croed s
jmpure and false, hs cannot bo pure or saintly himself. Still more,
itis necessrry to make it very clear to all that tho trust of which we
apeak and by which we recoive Christ Jesus is not natural tv man.
Wo are all naturally suspicious of God and of Jesus Clirist—indisposed
to trust Him—wo floo from Him as if Ho were our deadliest foe.
We actually run away from Christ while Ho is tenderly calling after
us and saying, * Come unto me all yo that labour and sro heavy
1aden and I will give you rest.” The truth in this connection must
not bo concealed or modified. **The carnal mind is cumity against
God,” and cun only trust Him whien persuaded and onabled to do so
by the power of the Holv Spirit.  Hence tho practical question is, how
aro men to receiove snd .,joy the power of the Holy GFostt Aud the
preciso answsr is, by prayor. ‘This ig the link of cunnection betweon
God and fallen humanity., However rebollious we may heve been,
and however far wo inay bo away from God, this privilege of g)etilion.
of calling upon the namo of Ged, still remains, and the Saviour’s
assurance is, *‘If ye being evil know how to give good gifta to your
childreir, how wuch moro shall your Heavenly Father give his Holy
Spirit to them that ask him.”

This promise renders all who hear tho Gospel utterly inexcustablo,
for thoy are invited and urged to cry for help to their Father with the
certainty that His Spirit will como to them in answer to their cry, snd
then, being quickened by His divine sgeuay, they can by s living
trust receivo Christ Jesus the Lord.  And hero let uts bo quite specific
in our understanding of thecharacter in which we receive the Son of
God, Tho text is quite definite on this point.

o aro to receive him as Cunist—tho Messiah, the anointed one—
tho ono divincly sot apart to certzin offices and work in our bohalf.
Under the old Testament cconomy, as you kuow, &\ropheu, pricsts,
and kings were snointed with oil ofconsecration, and thus installed in
office. And 50 woread of our Saviour being anointed, Thisisdeclared
in tho sccond and the forty-fifth Psalms; aod in Isa. xli. wo
have theso words, which hoapplied to himself, *The Spirit of the
Lord God is upon me, beosuso Ho hath anointed me to proach good
tidings to the mook.” Ard Poter, in the house of Cornclius, assarcd
his audicnco that God had ** anointed Jesus of Nazaroth with the Holy
Ghost and with power.” sAcLs x. 38)

Wo roceive Him, thetefuiv, 83 vut src&l. aod .afallible Teacker scnt
from God to be the light of the world, to deliver us rrom spiritnal
igoorance and folly, to give us peaco and ¢imfort and joy ir. believing,
ard to guido us into all truth by His Holy Spirit,

Wo tecervo Him as having, for us and 1u our stead, propitiated

Divine justice and ox;‘\intx\d thn guilt of nur aina, a8 having finished
transgression and made an end of sin by the blood of His cross, and as
now llvingctn mako intezcession for ux, so wo rejofcs fn the oxalted
status of being childron of tied, holrs of God, aud joint-heirs with
Christ Jesus,

Wo receive him as Lonld, ar being suproma in authority in us and
over us, asruling in our hearta hy the purifying eflicasy of His redecin
ing love, and ruling aver our enemiea s wver all things in our behalf.

And what ia all this, but to recelvo Christ Jesus as our prophet,
Eiost and king? As Christiaus, as {ving in Him, wo have no wall but

18; wo are, to nse apoatolie language. His prisonors, His servants,
Hus slavea, . Not that we suffer thraldom, o1 any encroachment wpon
our peisonc] liberty , but that we wiilingly bow in thought, in fecling
ing, in speech, fu conduct to the good pleasure of His will.  This is
perlect treedom as well aa perfeet submisston, for ** Whero the Spnt
of tho Lord ia therv i Hberty.”

L kvow that some taka alarm at onco when told that thoy must
be 10 thurough subjection to the severvign goud plessuco of Gud, as if
ihn moant someothing dangerous, as (f flod, were sure to do them

snn.

St roly such persons must heve most dofective or erroncous views
of Gad's character ss theie Father and Saviour.  \What can bo safer ot
bettor for you and mo than tho suverelgn will of ono who is infinito In
knowlenge, in wisdom, in power, in meroy and love, as well asin
justice aud truth, who ¢0 loved tho world —gullty and losy — that ** ho
spared not his own son, but delivered him up for usall.” To kaow

un, to recetvo hum by the exerciso of a ltving trust, ts tho beginning
of spinitual aud oternal lifu tn tho suul.  Why not exerciso this saving
trust at once? **How long halt yo botween two opinionst If the
Lord bo God serve Hiwm,"

IL. Tke second ihing in the development of this spiritual life is to
advance. ** As yo havo recelved Christ Jesus tho Lond, s0 walk yein
lim.” To walk {3 .o advaues, to go forward. You cannot walk and
ztand still at tho samo time, This 18 self-ovidont, And it is worth
while remombering that {t {8 just roglrdlnfx sclf-ovidont clemontary
things in tho spiritual domain that men show singular obtuseness,
marvollons facil™ - in golng astray.

Very many, - oxample, do not objeot to boe in Christ, espooinllz
when they think thoy aro about to dio ; but they do object to wal
in Him, to have thelr wholo courss in lifo n“;uluw:l by His Spirit and
lessons. They havo told mo plainly that it is slm&Iy impossible to do
business and “follow tho othics of Christ and his apostles. I have
heard & prominent member of the Church declaro solemuly that he
could not be an elder and do tho business to which he was devoted to
tho day of hig death,

Do you ask in what eonso are wo to aldvance? We auywer, in
ﬁodlinoss, which means Qod-likenrss, But what is thatt No man
as seon God at any timo, neither can sco Him, and how then can wo
know whet likoness to God ncans1 Woaroatno lossin this respect—
**Tho only bcgotton son who s in tho bosom of tho Father, Lo hath
declared him,” Heuco tho words of the Son to Philip—** Ho that
hath seen me bath secn tho Father.” Therefore, wo have only to
study the lito of Jesus, «8 revealod by Moses and the prophots, and es
recorded in thoe Gaspeld by tho writera of tho New Testament, to know
what God.likeness moans, N

And if you wil} honest)y try this method, I venture to assuro you
that it will carry you far Leyond, and often into direct conflict with
what is known ag conventional ploty.

What I moan {a chia: It is one thln{x to follow the pious hum-
drum of Christian lifo oxhibited in tho ordinary careor of Church mem-
bers, and quito another thing to push forward in tho sorvice of God as
J}:sas ?hliat did, nnd be consumed, as Ho was, by zeal for the glory
of Godl.

But do you ask moro speoifically, how aro we to advance? I
answer, wo should do 8o in Seriptural knowl-dge, for truth, cspocially
rovealed truth, is the sontimont, tho food, of tho soul. The pioty that
is nurtured upon the truth, umfer tho toaching of tho Spirit of God, is
unkesithy, sentimental, and unsafo s for *"inan cannot live by bread
alone, but by every wond that proceedeth nut of tho mouth of God.”

\Wo aro to advance sn faith, which is tho root of all cur Christian
virtues. Faath, not merely in tho {ntellectual aense, of grasping more
and moro of tho truth of Uod, but especially in tho saviog seusc of
oxcrcising a living and loving trust tn the Divine Christ—a trust which
is the outcomo of the operation of tho Holy Spirit.

To put tho mattor practically, and as plainly as possible, what I
mean is this—1f iu the past you have trustod Christ for a fow things,
in futurs trust Him for all thinga—¢ Casting all your cares ypon him,
for ho carsth for you.” [f {n tho paat you liavo spent s fow occasional
hours and days in secking to promote His glory, and have given, as
vou judged and as others connted, liberally to thiscnd ; in days to
come double your efforts, and doublo your contributions.

This is somucthing of what {a meant by walking, by advancing, and
as your faith grows you will becomo more humble, more patient, more
calm, more gonerous, moro loving and kindly in your besring towsrds
others. Yes, and yon will beconio more determined and vehement
1n your abhorronce and 1esistanco of all forms of ovil, howevor fashion-
ableand popular they may bo; for the more wo walk in Christand
walk with &xi tho less wo will nave to do with tho world in its un-
godly maximsand practices,

IIL. The third thing in the dcvelo{)mcnt of spiritual life is.e!al:ilili/.
oleadfastnes,  But what doos stabllity or steadfastness mean? It
means ‘holding your own—refusing to be driven, or coaxed, or
swindled out of your rcligious conviotions. It mncans that your
follow-scldiors know always where to find you—not vacillating, not
UNCeIlain_ or wWAVLnng 10 purpusd of active, but with Lutuie courage
starding firm at your post, and bravely bearing aloft the banner of
your King aud Saviour in tho face of overy foe.

This stability is set forth in the text under soveral metaphors well
worthy of attontion, Qno is takon from tho natural world, from tho



